MAR] AL ZOHOUR, Lebanon (R) — Nearly 400 Palestinians expelled 

V _ ■ » ■ m _ ■ - ■ - _ m " . ■ 


by Israel made an argent appeal Monday to aid agencies to supply them 
drinking water in a South Lebanon tent camp. On their 145th day trapped 
.. between Lebanese and Israeli lines, the 396 Palestinians complained that 
what water was left in area was dirty and undrinkable “We appeal to 
humanitarian organisations and international agencies to supply us 
immediately with drinking water,” spokesman Abdul Aziz A1 Rantisi told 
’ reporters at the camp, “water was supplied to us from a nearby stream 
brit we were surprised to find out that it was... undrinkable and may barm 
. the deportees health,” Dr. Rantisi said. Foreign relief officials said they 
were studying the men’s appeal for help. Iranian Revolutionary Guards 
and Lebanon's pro-Iranian Hizbollah party extended a water pipe to the 
camp Sunday, security sources said. But Dr. Rantisi said the water was 
undrinkable and might harm their health. Two streams that supplied the 
exiles with drinking water during the winter ran dry after mountain snows 
. melted. The Hasbani River runs along a deep valley about 700 metres east 
of the camp but the men say it is not suitable for drinking and the ravine is 
too steep for them to haul up water. 



dan Pressfoundabon 


.vtiULs 



Iran to hold anti-U.S. rafly during Hid 

■ ■ 

NICOSIA (R) — Iran** top Haj official flew to Saudi' Arabia Monday, 
spying I ranian pQgrixns wc xc determined to bold. an anti-U>& rally m 
Mecca, Tehran Radio reported. Mohammad Mohamnwli Reyshahii , Haj 
envoy of supreme leader AyttoBwh Ah K ham enei, told toe radio before 
flvme to Saudi Arabia that he hoped the pasrhnage to Mecca at the end of 
Jom would be hdd in the “doiiOTa” manner of the part two years. Four 
hundred people, mostly human pOgrins, were Idled m dashes with Saudi 
security forces during an Inman rally in Mecca in 1987. But the event has 
become a peaceful gathering since 1991, when Iranians returned to Raj 
after g ^pftiyear boycott p rompte d by the bkxxfabcd. The change reflects 
the shift of attitude in Tehran, which now seeks good relations with its 
Gulf Arab ndgbboms after hostilities peaked during the 1980-88 Iran-Ir»] 
war. Iran's t«m revolutionary leader Ayatollah RnboUab Khomeini 
declared that Haj should have a strong pofitical aspect and Muslims 
use die gathering- to “disavow infidels.” — - headed by the United 
States and Israel. “I hope that pilgrims to the house of God will, s in the 
past two years, show their persewreoce in fofiowmg the imam (Khomeini) 
and loyalty to the leader (Khamenei) ... by their all-out parodparioo in 
the disavowal of infidels ceremony.” Mr. Reyshahri said. 


■ 
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Kuwait to Indict 

would-be assailants 

KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — 
Seventeen men will be indicted in 
the next few days on charges of 
plotting to assassinate former 
U.S. President George Bush and 
' tanning other attacks in Kuwait, 
prosecutor Mohammad Banai 
said Monday. The state security 
court will be asked to formally 
charge the 17, inducting one still 
at large, with an attempt to kill 
Mr. Bush during his private visit 
here on April 14-16, Mr. Banai 
told the official KUNA news 
agency. It will also be asked to 
charge them with having bad 
“contacts with Iraqi authorities in 
a bid to harm Kuwaiti security 
and snuggle in explosives and 
weapons,” he said (see related 
story cm page 2). 

Mandela in Bonn 

BONN (AP) — Nelson Mandela, 
who sought to discourage invest- 
ment in South Africa during a 
visit three years ago, said Mon- 
day he wanted German com- 
panies to help black South Afri- 
cans emerge from white minority 
rule. Mr. Mandela also asked 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl for 
financial belp for his African 
National Congress (ANC), which 
is negotiating with the govern- 
ment to schedule the first South 
African elections with black par- 
ticipation. The ANC needs 
money for its electoral campaign 
and for educational programmes 
for Mack South Africans, who 
have never before voted, Mr. 
Mandela said. He would not say 
bow much he sought in his meet- 
ing with Mr. Kohl, but said: “I 
don't expect to return empty- 
handed to Johannesburg.” 

Mubarak in Kuwait 

KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — Egyp- 
Tian President Hosni Mubarak 
arrived bere Monday on the 
second leg of a tour of Gulf 
monarchies. Mr. Mubarak, 
accompanied by Foreign Minister 
Amr Musa, arrived from Oman 
where his talks with Sultan 
jTSboos focused on the rise of 
religious extremism in Muslim 
countries and ways of resolving 
in ter- Arab divisions stemming 
from Iraq's 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait. Mr. Mubarak is due in 
Bahrain on Tuesday, followed by 
Saudi Arabia, Qatar and the Un- 
ited Arab Emirates. An Egyptian 
spokesman said the president's 
tour was aimed at discussing ways 
of countering what he sees a 
growing threat from Iran. 

200 feared killed 
in Ecuador landslide 

QUITO (AP) — Tonnes of soil 
and rocks buried a poor mining 
community in southern Ecuador, 
.. and authorities said Monday that 
more than 200 people were pre^ 
sumed dead. Governor Vrnicjo 
Suarez of Loja province told tbe 
Associated Press by telephone 
that “approximately SO homes, in 
-which we calculate that between 
200 and 250 people lived'' were 
buried. “We don't have exact 
figures on deaths or missing,’' he 
said. Mr. Suarez said that the 
landslide occurred Sunday after- 
noon during heavy rains. 
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Human rights issues King assures Clinton of commitment to peace 

A A 11 AMMAN (J.T.)- His Majes- & --WPS^k ' ^ ! 1 
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Palestinians reduce number of delegates 

WASHINGTON (Agencies) — awaiting response? to the working ninth round of talks in Washing- 
Human rights issues threatened documents they submitted last ton as one marked by “deceitful 
Monday to cut short the ninth week to their Palestinian and moves” that put the peace pro- 
round of Arab-Israeli peace talks, Lebanese counterparts. cess once again in danger, 

now in its third and last week The Israeli delegation was Mr. Arafat also said Washing- 
here. withholding all comment until it ton ignored promises it bad made 

To protest tbe lade of progress received responses to its propos- to tbe Palestinians to lure them 
of human rights, chief Palestinian als, a delegation source said. back to the peace talks, 
negotiator Faisal Husseini de- The document submitted to the PLO Executive Committee 
dded not to return to Washington Palestinians contained a draft de- member Suleiman Najjab told 
following consultations with the daration of principles calling for Reuters tbe Palestinians had also 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- internationally-supervised elec- dedded to suspend their parti- 
tion (PLO) in Tunis. tions in tbe occupied territories dpation in three committees set 

An official dose to the FLO and recognising the geographic up at the beginning of the current 
delegation told AFP in Washing- integrity of the territories that round of talks on Palestinian self- 


ton that Mr. Husseini “will only should be given autonomy for a 
return to the negotiating table if five year period, 
there is progress” in the talks, FLO Chairman Yasser Arafat 
which were to resume Monday said in Tunis the reduction in tbe 
after a three-day break for the number of Palestinian delegates 
weekend. to die talks was in protest at 

According to the offidal, the unfulfilled U.S. promises and 
other Palestinian delegates Israeli moves. 

“might also leave Washington Mr. Arafat also told the 
Monday or Tuesday.” if there is Palestinian WAFA news agency 
no movement in the talks. that die PLO had ordered the 
He said the Palestinians were suspension of working groups on 
awaiting the Israeli delegation’s Palestinian self-rule and on water 
response to several of their con- and land resources, 
cerns on human rights, notably The delegation was cut to a 
the status of 400 Palestinians who “small symbolic number” of dele- 
were expelled in December from gates who have to “finish the 
the occupied territories to south- ninth round of talks because of 
em Lebanon. commitments to our Arab 

A working session of Israeli- brothers,” Mr. Arafat said. 
Palestinian committee charged Jamil Hfllal, the PLO’s in- 
with improving human rights in formation department director, 
the West Bank and Gaza was said the Palestinian delegation 
interrupted last week by the had been reduced to three raem- 
Palestinians, who accused Israel bers from 14 members. He did 
of footdragging in the case of the not say who they were, 
expellees. Blaming Israel and the United 

The Israelis were themselves States, Mr. Arafat described the 


rule, land and water, and human 
rights in the territories. 

The Palestinians agreed to re- 
sume talks last month under U.S. 
and Arab pressure after a four- 
month crisis caused by the Israeli 
expulsion of Palestinians in De- 
cember. 

Mr. Najjab said the PLO lead- 
ership, which met over the 
weekend in Tunis, had rejected 
an Israeli draft agreement on 
self-rule and had drawn up a 
counter-offer for the Israeli de- 
legation. 

“The Israeli draft ... contra- 
dicts the basis of the peace talks 
which are U.N. resolutions and 
the letter of assurance sent to tbe 
Palestinians by the U.S. adminis- 
tration," Mr. Najjab said. 

“Hie Palestinian side will pre- 
sent its draft which will be in line 
with the basis of the negotia- 
tions,” he added. 

He said the Palestinians 

■ 
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(Contained on page 10) 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majes- 

S King Hussein has assured 
.S. President Bill Clinton of 
his commitment to an Arab- 
Israeli peace settlement and 
democratisation of Jordan. 

In a May 9 letter, a copy of 
which was provided to the Jor- 
dan Times by the Royal 
Palace, King Hussein told Mr. 
Clinton that Jordan wQl con- 
solidate the democratisation 
programme introduced in 

King Hussein’s comments 
were m response to a May 2 
message from Mr. Clinton con- 
gratulating the Monarch on tbe 
40th anniversary of his assump- 
tion of his constitutional pow- 
ers. 

Following is the text of the 
King’s message to President 
Clinton: 

“I was deeply moved by 
your warm message of 
friendship which I received on 
the 40th anniversary of my 
assumption of constitutional 




powers in the service of Jor- 
dan. 

“I am proud to have been 
able, together with all Jorda- 
nians regardless of their ori- 
gins, to contribute to progress 
and stability. Together we 
have absorbed tbe negative 


effects of every efisaster that 
has overtaken this region and 
affected its peoples. As for the 
esta b li s h m en t of honourable, 
lasting and comprehensive 
Palestinian and Arab-Israeli 
peace, rest assured Mr. Presi- 
dent, that we shall never be 


found lacking in our sustained 
efforts to attain these lefty 
goals for the future of ail the 
children of Abraham. 

“Jordan has held a beacon of 
hope and freedom high 
throughout the years of dark- 
ness. It is natural that we shall 
never falter in our opposition 
to tyranny and abuse of basic 
rights both within ourjegioir 
and global village. ~: m 

“I too look forward to a 
genuine rebirth of cooperation 
between true partners and 
friends, based on mutual re- 
spect between ourselves, our 
governments and peoples. We 
are ever proud of upholding 
the noble ideals and principles 
that guided tbe great American 
founding fathers and our fore- 
bears alike. In tbe spirit of the 
leaders of tbe Arab Renaiss^ 
ance Movement over decades, 
we shall also strive to realise 
the legitimate hopes and 
aspirations of all Arms for a 
better world.” 


Besieged Gazans 


Iraq opens borders 


appeal for U . N . aid after 6-day closure 


Rabin defeats no-confidence votes, 
but coalition prospects uncertain 


TEL AVTV (Agencies) — Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin Monday 
tried to reshuffle his cabinet to 
hold together his squabbling 
coalition government and fended 
off three “no-confidenoe” mo- 
tions in parliament. 

The coalition crisis, the worst 
in Mr. Rabin’s 10 months in 
office, is posing a threat to U.S.- 
backed peace talks which depend 
cm the government having wide 
backing to make compromises. 

Two of the motions, brought 
by right-wing and nationalist par- 
ties, challenged the premier's tac- 
tics in the peace process. A third, 
brought by the ultra-orthodox 
United Torah Party, was critical 
of Mr. Rabin's embattled educa- 
tion minister. Shulamit Aloni. 

The government handily sur- 
vived the challenge in the 120- 
seat Knesset, or parliament, by 
votes of 56-47 on each issue. The 
ultra-orthodox Shas party, which 
precipitated the crisis, boycotted 
the balloting. Several others were 
absent. 

Mr. Rabin had been expected 
to survive. 

He controls 62 seats in the 





Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin (left) and Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres discuss die coalition crisis (AFP photo) 


Knesset. If the six Shas legislators 
quit the government, Mr. Rabin 
could ding to power with the 
support of five Arab legislators 
outside the coalition. But he 
would be without a “Jewish 
majority” he feels is crucial for 
manoeuvring in peace talks with 
Palestinians. 

Earlier Mr. Rabin persuaded 
Mrs. Aloni to step down and take 


a compromise portfolio, govern- 
ment sources said. 

“The affair is almost behind us. 
Only a few details are left to be 
sorted out,” Mr. Rabin told re- 
porters at parliament. 

The details are, the sources 
said, that ultra-orthodox Interior 
Minister Aryeh Deri, who 

(Contented on page, 10) 


OCCUPIED GAZA (Agencies) 
— More than 400 Palestinians 
demonstrated at U.N. relief 
headquarters Monday, appealing 
for food aid as Israel’s dosure of 
the occupied Gaza Strip entered 
its seventh week. 

The Gaza residents staged a 
sit-down strike in front of tbe 
United Nations Relief and Works 
Agency (UNRWA) headquarters 
in Gaza City. 

' Israel sealed off tbe nearly two 
million Palestinians of the occu- 
pied West Bank and Gaza Strip in 
late March to try to stem a wave 
of attacks against Jews. 

Demonstrator Baker FaM, a 
42-year-old father of nine who 
bad worked in construction in an 
affluent Tel' Aviv suburb until the 
dosure, said he now owes his 
neighbourhood food store 600 
■shekels ($220). 

“I can’t go on like tins,” he 
said. “I- made 70 shekels (S26) 
day in. Israel. The grocer is de- 
manding, his money and he won't 
loan mf-any more.” 

In a news release, UNRWA 
complained of a $29 million de- 
ficit for 1993. It said without 
additional donations of cadi and 
food, it would have to freeze its 
aid programmes at current levels 
despite increasing needs. 

Israeli authorities maintain 
there are no shortages of food for 
the 750,000 residents of Gaza. 
They say people in need can 
apply to army welfare agencies 
for help. 

The army said it was checking a 
radio report Israeli officials 
turned away on Monday a ship- 
ment of food an clothing donated 
for needy Gazans. 

UNRWA began handouts to 
13,670 families tn camps around 
Jerusalem and Nablus at tee end 
of April and will continue until 
May 19. 

UNRWA spokesman Sandro 


Toed added that 3,400 refugee 
families began receiving the aid 
of 50 kilogrammes of flour and 
two kilos of powdered milk in 
Bethlehem and Hebron camps 
last week. 

Another 21.000 refugee fami- 
lies who live outside the camps on 
the West Bank will be given 
rations in the coining days. 

UNRWA expects to distribute 
food to 60 per cent of tbe 472,000 
refugees on tbe West Bank, Mr. 
Toed said. 

Palestinian refugee families 
used to receive eveiy two months 
50 kilos of flour, 10 kilos of rice, 
five kilos of sugar and five kOos of 
cooking ofl. 

UNRWA has resources to en- 
sure only four emergency hand- 
outs of flour and milk to 120,000 
of die 132,000 refugee families, 
or 591 ,000 people, in Gaza by tbe 
end of tbe year. 

Economic situation worsens 

The income of Palestinians in 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip 
has fallen by at least 36 per cent 
over the past five years, while 
unemployment has risen to 40 per 
cent, according to a U.N. study 
released Monday. 

According to the United Na- 
tions Development Pro gram me 
(UNDP) study published in 
Was h ington, gross domestic pro- 
duct slipped 12 per cent annually 
from 1988 to 1990 in the occupied 
territories (17 per' cent in the 
Gaza Strip and 11 per emit in the 
West Bank). 

The industrial infr ast r ucture is 
not well developed in the territor- 
ies, said the study. In 1990, 4,455 
factories were counted, but only 
five per cent employed more than 
10 workers. 

While figures for 1991 and 1992 
are not yet available, die situa- 
tion continues to dete rio rate in 
the o ccupie d territori es, said the 
U.N. body (see page ll j.' 


By P.V. 1 
Jordan Tones 


Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Hundreds of 
trucks closed the main 
Am man -Baghdad highway 
near the border crossing at 
Trebeil and hundreds more 
prepared to head for the fron- 
tier Monday ahead of the ex- 
pected lifting of an Iraqi- 
ordered five-day border do- 


Offidals and Iraqi diploma- 
tic sources said the dosure, 
which went into effect early 
Wednesday to reinforce an Ira- 
qi move to check anrency 
sm u g gli n g after the invalida- 
tion of part of its pre-1990 
banknotes, was expected to be 
lifted Monday/Tnesday mid- 
night. - 

Vehicles were expected .to 
be allowed in from around 6 
&.m., the Iraqi sources said. 
Most of tee vehicles had spent 
as many . as six days at the 
border in die wake of the 
dos ur e. which came as a total 


.Similar measures and tight- 
ening of border patrols were 
also adopted at Iraq's other 
borders and along the fines 
tint separate rebel Kurds in 
tbe north of the country. 

Nayef Hawatmeh, head of 
tbe Democratic Front for tbe 
Liberation of Palestine 
(DFLP), who crossed the bor- 
der to Jordan Friday, was the 
only known exception to tbe 
total closure. Several senior 
Iraqi diplomats were among 
those turned away from 
Trebefl by the border security 
forces, who were reinforced by 
members of tbe elite RepubK- 


Huodreds of Iraqi soldiers 
supervised by Republican 
Guards patrolled the 600- 
kilometre desert frontier in an 
effort to foil smugglers trying 
to take advantage of a Monday 
deadline for the cancelled enr- 
,‘rency to be exchanged within 


surprise. 

Thousands of Iraqis 
stranded in Jordan and Jorda- 


nian hmiw*«smgn anxious to 
find out whether they stood 


pected to flood tbe border 
crossing Tnesday. 

Jordan is the sole official 
fifeline for Iraq, which is under 
sweeping international sanc- 
tions which include an air 
embargo. 

The Iraqi authorities offered 
a 48-hour exemption for diplo- 
mats and official delegation to 
enter and leave tee country 
immediately after order the 
dosure, but imposed a blanket 
ban on all travellers and vehi- 
cles since late Thursday. 


Iraq, which has set the death 
penalty for currency smug- 
glers, has not reported any 
immediate border intercep- 
tions after dosing the crossing 
point. 

Iraqi ofl to 


their normal 
iv with addi- 


pected to 
trips earb 


fleet to make up for the short- 
fall caused in the kingdom’s 
strategic reserves by the five- 
day suspension in supply. 

Reports from Baghdad said 
hundreds of thonands of peo- 
ple had dogged the counters of 
state-run Rasheed and Rafi- 
dain banks over the past sx 
days to exchange tbe invali- 
dated British-printed 25-dinar 
pre-crisis banknotes for new 
bills printed in Iraq. 


Dilemma brews for ‘ Palestinian police force ’ 


By Mariam Shahin 

. Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — While in tee pro- 
cess of preparing to set up a 
; loyal task force that would 
police tee occupied territo^es 
within the context of a self- 
government arrangement, the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) may find itself in 
open confrontation with young 
-Palestinian militants who have 
been fighting an uneven battle 
'against the occupation forces. 

Tbe creation of the force has 
been one of several topics on 
the agenda of the Palestinian- 
Israeli bilateral talks, whose 
‘ninth round is currently being 
held in Washington. The PLO 
'leadership in Tunis is mean- 
while readying itself to super- 
■vise such a force in the event 
teat an agreement is reached 
.with tee Israelis on its forma- 
tion. 

As far as Palestinian officials 
are concerned the proposed 
police force should include 
members from tee Palestine 
Liberation Army (PLA) which 
‘are currently based in Egypt, 
Tunisia and Jordan. But, PLO 











Many Palestinian youths taking 
tee leadership (file photo) 

officials concede, Israel is un- 
likely to accept anybody other 
than Gaza and West Bank resi- 
dents, at least in the initial 
stages of tee agreement. 

To ensure the success of this 
project , Tunis-based PLO offi- 
cials maintain, the proposed 
police force would have to be 


active part in mforcaneit groans are feeling let down by 


made up of West Bank and 
Gaza residents with confirmed 
loyalty to the mainstream PLO 
faction Fateh. 

Since the envisaged brigade 
would be expected to consitute 
tee back-bone of Palestinian 
law enforcing units in the terri- 
tories, its operation is targeted 


for early on in the interim 
period of self-government, 
once agreement with Israel is 
reached. 

But even at this early stage 
of preparations tee PLO stands 
accused of trying to undermine 
those armed Palestinian groups 
in tee occupied territories who 


do not support Palestinian par- 
ticipation in the peace talks . 

Damascus-based Palestinian 
groups, which are opposed to 
the talks, have riamiaH that 
Fateh is trying to disband and 
disarm its own armed factions 
in tbe West Bank and Gaza in 
an attempt to consolidate fill] 
control in the occupied terri- 
tories. 

Palestinian armed groups in- 
tide tee territories include the 
so-called “Black Panthers” in 
tee W fist Bank and the “Fateh 
Hawks” in tee Gaza Strip. 
Bote groups are Fateh affili- 
ated groups of young men 
armed with fight weapons. 

Although recent instructions 
by tee Fateb-badced Unified 
Leadership* of the Intifada 
have urged Palestinians to step 
up their resistance against the 
occupation forces, the 
Damascus-based factions claim 
that tee call does not indude 
armed resistance by those 
groups against tbe occupation. 

A Fateh denial, in the form 
of a counter accusation, was 
issued this week in Amman. In 

- (Co ntinued on page 16) 


DFLP opposes peace talks , but 
does not rule out role in election 


By Sana Atiyeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A prominent 
Palestinian leader, who is 
opposed to the continuation of- 
tiie Arab-Israeli negotiations 
under the Madrid formula, 
says that while his group in- 
jects the conditions or the 
talks, be does not rule out the 
possibility of taking part in 
legislative elections in the 
occupied territories if they are 
held under a mutually accepted 
formula. 

“While we continue to reject 
the Israeli proposals for limited 
self-rule, we likewise renounce 
tee use of violence to solve 
internal political conflicts*” 
said Nayef Hawatmeh, leader 
of tee Democratic Front for 
tee Liberation of Palestine 
(DFLP). 

Speaking to the Jordan 
Times after returning to Am- 
man from a week-tong visit to 
Baghdad, Mr. Hawatmeh also 
said that Iraqi President Sad- 
dam Hussein had denied lie 


ever blessed the Mideast peace 
talks, and that be continued to 
oppose the U.S.-led peace pro- 
cess.- Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat stated in RaghHad two 
months ago that the Iraqi pres- 
ident bad supported the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 

(PLO) in its negotiations with 
Israel. 

"Ibe Iraqi president con- 
firmed that he never what 
he was quoted as saying,” Mr. 
Hawatmeh said, referring to 
Mr. Arafat’s statements about 
tee Iraqi endorsement of the 
peace talks. 

. M ? nK l is against these nego- 
tiations which aims at norma- 
lising Arab-Israeli relations, 
and he (Saddam) said he 
advised all tee Palestinian 
leaders with whom he met to 
withdraw from the talks, and 
to stick .by the intifada and 
national unity to enable the 
possibility of holding new 
initiations based on interna- 
tional resolutions and accord- 
ing to a single standard applied 
m the Middle East as in the 


Gulf,” Mr. Hawatmeh said. 

The Damascus-based 
Palestinian leader, who 
opened a DFLP office in Bagh- 
dad during his visit “to ensure 
our independent decisions,” 
also tescussed with President 
Saddam efforts for Arab re- 
conciliation and bringing Iraq 
back into tee Arab fold after 
its isolation following tbs Gulf 


Speaking at his hotel suite in 
Amman, Mr. Hawatmeh — 
who said he held ipore than 
one round of meetings with 
President Saddam — added 
that they rfisduaed “foe possi- 
bility and steps to be taken in 
hmiw-hing an initiative in a 
number of Arab capitals, gov- 
ernments and parliaments, to 
convene a comprehensive re- 
conciliation framework to 
reevaluate what happened in 
tiie Gulf in a spirit of solidar- 
ity.” 

Describing the sanctions 
against Iraq as being “Arab in 

(Continued on page 16) • 
















Middle East News 






hopes for better 




ations with Yemen 


JAA (Agencies) — A U.S. 
.\A said Sunday that Yemen's 
. multi-party elections last 
,.;li and the progress of demo- 
■; would pave the way for 
relations with the United 
and more foreign invest- 


'“*e elections will be a point 
. :;rarture in the Yemen-U.S. 
. . ns." said David Mack, de- 
„:-s:stant secretary of state 
' Jdle Eastern affairs. 
Continued progress of demo- 
':icy v.ill make Yemen more 
; for U.S. investment," he 

;• z.i reporters in Sanaa. 

. .'r. Mack arrived in Sanaa 
; in the latest sign of an 

; x the international isolation 
“■hi .M fallowed Yemen's support 
'c-r :ri.q during the Gulf crisis. 

■ Yemen is trying to overcome 
poverty and lawlessness and 
“.end ties with rich Gulf neigh- 
bours and Western countries 
unbred by its Gulf war stand 
vv'hich lost its vital economic aid. 

Mack said that recent 
“eves by Yemen to improve its 
relations with the Gulf Arab 
slates would make it "more 
to improve Yemen-U.S. 

-=r--r ™ 

• - 

Mack said the United 
States had not totally cut its 
economic aid to Yemen because 
cf -L'se Gulf crisis but decreased it 
to arcund S3 million "after it 
osc 2 .“ :e clear the governments of 
Yemen and the U.S. have diffe- 
rent positions towards Iraq.” 

He said that a few months 


before the elections the United 
States "made available to Yemen 
a loan for purchasing food com- 
modities of $5 million. 

Yemen's conservative North 
and Marxist South merged into a 
single state three years ago. 

Mr. Mack said that the new 
democratic process in Yemen, 
where the first multi-party elec- 
tions were held on April 27, 
would help strengthen the coun- 
try's unity. 

"But just as unity was a very 
important step to bold the elec- 
tions, I think it is also true that 
practising democracy will streng- 
then the unity," he added. 

Yemen's presidential council 
announced Thursday that the 
new parliament assemble and 
elect its speaker on May 15. 

"Only future developments 
will determine how important this 
will be for Yemen. You don’t 
achieve democracy in one elec- 
tion.” Mr. Mack told the news 
conference. 

Also, he added, "it is impor- 
tant to remember that no country 
has a blueprint for democracy in 
another country... so I don't 
think you should look on what 
you do here as a model for 
anyone else to follow. 

Diplomats here have said that 
Saudi Arabia viewed the elec- 
tions in neighbouring Yemen as a 
potential harbinger of democratic 
change in the Arabian Peninsula. 

Mr. Mack denied that Saudi 
Arabia had expressed such con- 
cern to the United States. 
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?yans ask King Fahd to ignore sanctions for pilgrimage 


Cr'.r.vO (AP) — Libya’s legisla- 
te asking Saudi Arabia’s King 
rchti :o ignore international sanc- 
dsrs and let Libyans fly their 
'Oun try’s aircraft on pilgrimage 
-.o :\l2cca. 

A telegram reported Monday 
C" Ae official news agency JANA 
hj latest step in a campaign to 
.tigs a crack in a 13-month-old 
ur embargo. Earlier appeals have 
gcre to other Mulnn govem- 
tzzrJs and to the 51 -nation Grga- 
of Islamic Conference 


1 • ■ 


- ; ‘ Coj jeering the holy places to 
. vacillations contradicts 

v’ Ao -■ ==hes of God,” the telegram 


- 


“T::e General People’s Con- 
grn implores you to reject this 
rrzsisn and open the road to 
Libyan Muslim pilgrims to 
L" iirectiy from their country ... 

Torform their Haj duties/^ 
Ldo this month, millions of 
I::csLts will travel on Haj. 

, C&iro newspapers reported 


Monday that 1,500 Libyans had 
crossed the land border into 
Egypt en route to Mecca via Red 
Sea ferry. 

The United Nations ordered 
the air travel embargo and arms 
and diplomatic sanctions to force 
Libya to surrender two Libyans 
for trial in the United States or 
Britain on charges they bombed 
Pan Am Flight 103. The 1988 
bombing over Lockerbie, Scot- 
land, killed 270 people. 

This is Libya’s second Haj 
under the sanctions, which allow 
Libyans to participate but only 
with permission of the U.N. 
Security Council. Libya has re- 
jected the idea of asking permis- 
sion of "Christians" — the coun- 
cil's non-Muslim majority. 

But the Organisation of Islamic 
Conference, the largest grouping 
of Muslim countries, said it re- 
quested permission in response to 
an earlier Libyan request. No 
decision has been announced. 

In the telegram sent Sunday 


night, the General People’s Con- 
gress told King Fahd, "the resolu- 
tions imposed unjustly and 
aggressively by the Christian 
states make the undertaking of 
the Haj duty impossible. The 
Arab- Libya Muslim people reject 
this.” 

Saudi Arabia said King Fahd 
arranged for Libyans to fly to Haj 
aboard Libyan Arab airlines air- 
craft last year. Libya rejected the 
arrangements, a government 
spokesman said without elaborat- 
ing. 

Sunday night's telegram did 
not mention what air route Li- 
byan planes would take if King 
Fahd said yes. The only ones 
between Tripoli and Mecca pass 
over third countries, all of which 
are honouring the international 
sanctions. ' 

Iranian President Akbar. 
Hashemi Rafsanjani, meeting 
Libya’s foreign minister in 
Tehran, criticised the Islamic 
World for fading to back "revolu- 


tionary countries” against press- 
ures from big powers, Tehran 
Radio said. 

Foreign Minister Omar Musta- 
fa A1 Montasser delivered a ver- 
bal message from Libyan leader 
Muammar Qadhafi to Mr. Raf- 
sanjani, the radio said without 
giving details. 

The radio said Mr. Rafsanjani 
"criticised the failure to properly 
use potential in Islamic countries 
for confronting pressures put by 
arrogant countries on revolution- 
ary countries with the aim of 
weakening their revolutionary 
stance.” 

He said Islamic organisations 
spent too much time on marginal 
issues. 

Their 1 efforts shooldL.be chan-, 
ne lied -into ijnportant -Muslim', 
problems like Palestine and . 
Bosnia-Heirzegovina ’and ; '.they' ' 
should take serious decisions ab- 
out fighting "colonialist influ- 
ence” in Islamic countries, Mr. 
Rafsanjani added. 


asiian forces wage offensive 
Iraqi Kurdish territory 


Israeli police agents said 


shadowing radical settlers 


'iT.TIL, Iraq (AFP) — The Ira- 
•:Z7 '_rmy is continuing an offen- 
sive in northern Iraq against 
r. 72 .-.:c.ers of the Iranian Kurdish 
A? position, the vice-minister for 
i'.'c interior of the self-proclaimed 
Kurdish state says. 

breaking to AFP in Erbil, 
j quarters of the Iraqi Kurdish 
Ahmad Sherif Ali said the 
n:Y:;n army had since mid-April 
!:c!; positions three to four 
1::! r.ietres inride Iraqi territory. 

Tl.e incursions near the locali- 
:L:- of Qala Diza and Penjwin 
bad caused 5.000 Iraqi Kurdish 
ibrrdiies to flee, he said. 

Iranian artillery fire, which had 
L v.ned in recent days, had not 
ra-Jsad fatalities, but had left a 
.Jii.vi’-jr of wounded, Mr. Ali 
.-7.il. He did not give a precise 
r, r:r’r. 

‘-Vi he also said that a member 
o: i>e Kurdistan Democratic Par- 
ry cf Iran had been killed by 
"Yr’Tiinn agents" in the village of 
■ ' zr. vakha tib. 

Lrst Wednesday, the bead of 
:!:e Iranian Kurdish party had 
'•=:d in Paris that the Iranian army 
":r. version began March 23 and 
: '.c i dr, placed” some 7.000 people. 

: V vice-chairman of the self- 
pri. claimed Iraqi Kurdish parlia- 
Najjab Aziz, for bis part 


condemned theilranian attaHrc as 
“an intervention in Iraqi internal 
affairs.” 

“This kind of activities jeopar- 
dise the attempts of our govern- 
ment to normalise its relations 
with our neighbours,” be told 
AFP. 

The Kurdish "government” in 
Iraq, set up after elections in May 
1992 and recognised neither by 
die Iraqi authorities nor by the 
international community, con- 
trols part of the north of t he 
country. 

Mr. Aziz and Mr. Ali denied 
that the Iranian Kurds based in 
Iraq had launched attacks against 
Iranian targets from the territory, 
as the government in Tehran had 
last month accused them of 
doing. 

Mr. Ali said that although the 
Iraqi and Iranian governments 
had been enemies during their 
war from 1980 to 1988. they 
"became brothers to face the 
Iraqi Kurdish government.” 

However, the Iraqi authorities 
threatened a week ago to reply to 
any Iranian action poring a threat 
to their sovereignty. 

Mr. Ali said that the Iranian 
forces had also moved Iranian 
Kurdish civilians away from the 
border area. 


TEL AVIV ( AP) — Government 
secret police are shadowing Jew- 
ish settler leaders after radical 
settlers warned they would 
tropedo any autonomy agree- 
ment with Palestinians, Israeli 
newsp ap er s reported Monday. 

The move comes as settlers 
grow more vehement in response 
to reports U.S.-backed peace 
talks wQl lead to handing over 
some administrative tasks in the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip — including police duties — 
to Palestinians. 

On Monday, soldiers dashed 
with settlers building an illegal 
road in the West Bank, and one 
settler group renewed vows to 
shoot any member of a Palesti- 
nian police force created under 
autonomy. 

The decision to shadow settlers 
was made two weeks ago, the 
Kaaretz daily reported. It said 
the bead of the Stun Bet secret 
police ordered 24-hour surveill- 
ance and telephone wiretaps on 
offices and homes of settler lead- 


Gabi Butbol, head of the Kar- 
nei Shomron regional council, a 
cluster of settlements east of Tel 
Aviv, told the Associated Press 
Monday that he learned of the 
surveillance from “loyal 


sources. 


Gad Ben-Ari, spokesman for 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin, 
said die government was dosdy 
watching the settler situation, but 
declined to discuss any surveill- 
ance activities. 


Settler leaders met Sunday 
with Deputy Defense Minister 
Motta Gut to complain about the 
shadowing and warn him about 
the angry mood among the more 
than 110,000 settlers. 


"We never talk about how the 
Shin Bet operates. There is a 
dose watch, but I’m speaking in 
general terms,” Mr. Ben-Ari 
said. 

On Monday, hundreds of resi- 
dents of the West Bank settle- 
ment of Beit El blocked an army 
bulldozer trying to rip up a settler 
road built illegally over private 
Arab land, the army said. Sol- 
diers pushed aside the protesters 
by force, and four settlers were 
detained for questioning. 

Settler leader Aharon Domb 
said settlers would step up their 
protests against autonomy nego- 
tiations with the Palestinians. 

He said be and others would 
shoot if they encountered a 
Palestinian policeman in the 
framework of autonomy. 
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U.S. Congressional leaders I ruddle east we wsipibrief 


urge action against Iraq 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
United States should retaliate, 
and consider using military force, 
if it is proven that Iraq was 
behind an assassination attempt 
against former President George 
Bush, congressional leaders said 
Sunday. 

“If it can be proven it was 
state- sponsored terrorism by 
Iraq, we should retaliate approp- 
riately,” said Senator Richard 
Lugar. 

. Speaking on NBC Television’s 
"Meet the Press,” Mr. Lugar said 
military action must be among 
possible responses because "that, 
I suspect, is the only thing that 
Iraq would understand.” 

“We should retaliate,” agreed 
House of Representatives Fore- 
ign Affairs Committee Chairman 
Lee Hamilton, speaking on the 
same programme. "We cannot 
tolerate that kind of an action 
against a former president of the 
United States. It’s just out- 
rageous.” 

The White House said Satur- 
day that an investigative team 
had been sent to Kuwait to gather 
evidence into an alleged Iraqi 
scheme to kfli Mr. Bush when he 
visited Kuwait last month. 

Sixteen people — 11 of them 
Iraqi nationals — and a 17th 
suspect still at large have been 
charged with conspiracy to kill 
Mr. Bush and execute other "acts 
of terrorism, sabotage, infiltra- 
tion and robbery.” 

Rep. Newt Gingrich said that if 
Iraq was found to be behind the 
attack, "we should resolve expli- 
citly and formally to drive Sad- 
dam Hussein out of power.” 

Asked on CBS’ “Face the Na- 
tion” whether he advocated the 
assassination of President Sad- 
dam Hussein or a military inva- 
sion, Mr. Gingrich said he was 
“talking about just simply in- 
creasing the pressure.” 

“I think as a symbol of Amer- 
ica and as a human being. Presi- 
dent Bush and his family deserve 
to know that we will not tolerate 


a government trying to assassin- 
ate an American,” the Republi- 
can whip said. ■ 

Sen. Pat Leahy, said On CNN's 
“Newsmaker Sunday” that the 
plot should be taken "very 
seriously” and military retaliation 


should not be ruled out “if we are 
absolutely sure it happened - 

Speaker of the House Tom 
Foley, also told CBS that any 
response should wait until it is 
“clear that the evidence is over- 
whelming or without any ambi- 
guity.” 

The Kuwaiti defence minister 
was quoted Monday as saying the 
emirate would not extradite sus- 
pects in the alleged plot. 

The comment followed a re- 
port in the Washington Post that 
some U.S. officials advocated 
seeking the extradition of sus- 
pects, even though the alleged 
plot occurred on foreign soil. 

Sheikh Ali Al Sabah, defence 
minister and acting interior minis- 
ter, told the daily Al Anba the 
men would be tried in Kuwait 
because that was where they were 
going to carry out their plans. 

He said the government was 
supplying the American govern- 
ment with information about the 
alleged Iraqi "sabotage net” that 
was uncovered last week. 

Kuwaiti authorities said mem- 
bers of this net drove from Iraq in 
several cars laden with at least 
250 kilogrammes of explosives. 
They said one of those arrested 
confessed he planned to strap 
explosives around his waist and 
blow himself up, along with Mr. 
Bush. 

The former president was given 
a hero’s welcome when he visited 
Kuwait from April 14-16. He is 
revered in the oil-rich emirate for 
leading the coalition that fought 
the Gulf war to evict Iraqi occu- 
piers. 

The Washington Post said last 
week that although the Clinton 
administration has credible evi- 
dence that Iraq was behind the 
alleged plot. President Clinton’s 
top advisers were divided on how 
to respond. 

The newspaper said some Jus- 
tice Department officials want 
the suspects extradited to the 
United States for trials, while 
others argue that a plot to kill a 
former president requires direct 
retribution against the govern- 
ment involved. 

Iraq has dismissed the charges 
and accused Kuwait and the Un- 
ited States of laying the ground- 
work for further aggression. 


Aideed accuses foreign troops 
of ‘murder* and ‘interference’ 


r .: il 


|\ i^l _ . 


MOGADISHU (AFP) — Som£--Siad Bane -in' January 1991. 
lla’s main warlord. General Gen. Aideed who has reached 
Mohammad Farah Aideed Mon- a political understanding with 
day foreign troops of other dan leaders providing for a 

murder, torture and interference ceasefire, interim government 
in the political affairs of the coun- arrangements and the restoration 
try. of law and order, said he hoped 

Five months after the arrival of the U.N. Operation, UNOSOM 
a multinational military force, O, “will not fail." 

Gen. Aideed told a press confer- Otherwise, he warned, the 
ence here, Somalia's ‘inhabitants “situation will once again become 
are dying of hunger and lack very bad and make the Soraah 
medical care.” people suffer.” 


“We have received numerous 

reports of Somalis killed, muti- McDougaU visits troops 

S. ISStSM; ““ 

the foreign troops." the lender <rf JSSS.i'Si'TS! 

the United Somnli Congress pro«deda tome for her country's 


(USC) added. 


soon-to-be- returning troops Sun- 


He declared that “many re- du ™W 4 
gions have not received huma- kilometres north of 


UVilal UU1 V liVL IVVMTVU UMIUW llftmiJl * 

nitarian assistance,” though he . 

paid credit to the foreignsOldieis . I™®? Canadian mniKter to 


for their “success" in <Mher areas VBat t S”" 4 *) 4 “"f ' d *g l S£ 

where “famine and banditry have ment there last December of the 

been considerably reduced." multinational peacekeeping 
The U.S. leadership of Opera- *° ree -. Ms - McDougall praised 
don Restore Hope, which began Canadian paratroopers, who will 
on Bee. 9 to protect rcliefsnp- be lea ving the county m a few 
plies in the strife-ridden, starving for dmng their jobs in 

Horn of Africa country handed /tbe most difficult circumstances 

over to the United Nations last m ™ c wor . 

w ^' .. She visited two primary schools 

Gcd. Aideed charged that which were rebuilt by the Cana- 
officers in the military coalition dians and now cater for 3,000 
were "interfering in political children. 

affairs by trying to form local Canada had contributed to 
governments in some comm uni- “every peacekeeping mission 
ties,” but he stressed his own since the first one in the late ’40s' 
"commitment to peace.” _ and currently provided ‘10 per 

One of the missions of the cent of the world's peacekeep- 
U.N.-backed foreign intervention ers,”' the minister said, 
is to disarm the clan militias who The 1, 200-strong Canadian 
have fought each other and killed contingent is due to hand over 
and terrorised aid workers since Belet Huen to United Nations 
the ouster of dictator Mohammad troops on June 1. 
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It will be partly cloudy and there will 
be a chance for scattered showers of 
rairu especially in the southeastern 
parts of Jordan. Winds will be westerly 
moderate. In Aqaba, winds will be 
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Newspaper launched in Gaza 


r . 7& ctty Occupied Gaza Strip AFP) - A weekly nrwpape j 
GA^cnt,u«up>™« ^ V occupied strip its lire 
has been bunched m jarautjrroP ^ cumber wttT. At 

» J? 

i- m. Anm the Israeli authorities docs not enable the paper to 

Kh1««ni? to concentrate on G«ran issues because 
^four^VS^d^ies published in East Jerusalem, 

which arrive in Gaza itregulariy. iS’C 

incf urr«k on the sale of out-of-date food and medicines has It rcro 

to tSe expired goods off the shelves, he said. But Ai 

&“£h?eb ’sSS>r5rt£ destine Liberation ^ganisa.iun and 

process slso wants to be a window cm the world and has 

raSSi ^&p“^hout Arabic language service “If the 

the territories continues wc will be increasingly eu! ^off 

from the world.” he said. “When vou are confined to a smith piece 

of land, people need to know what is happening in the world. 


Swiss to appeal against Iranian sentence 


ZURICH (R) — A Swiss businessman sentenced to three years in 
Drison by a military coun in Tehran for illegal contacts with 
members of the armed forces said Monday he would appeal against 
rhe decision. "I have instructed my lawyer in Tehran to lodge an 


llic uevuiuic 44 ■■ — — — * 

appeal," Hans Buehler, a coding equipment salesman, told 
Reuters. The Iranian news agency IRNA said Sunday Mr . Buehler 


Reuters. The Iranian news agency IRNA said Sunday Mr. Buehler 
had been sentenced by Tehran’s military coun for "unauthorised 
contacts with some military men and complicity in disclosing some 
classified information.” Mr. Buehler was held in prison for some 
nine months before being released in January this year on bail of SI 
million. He was originally also charged with bribery and illegal 
alcohol consumption. “I have to appeal and get the sentence 
overturned if l want to get the bail money back.” he added. He was 
arrested in Tehran last year while on a business trip. Relations 
between Switzerland and Iran were strained early last year 
following the arrest and extradition to France by Swiss authorities 
of an Iranian suspected of involvement in the murder of former 
Iranian Premier ShapouT Bakhtiar in Paris in August 1W1. Mr. 
Buehler’s arrest also worsened relations. A Swiss Foreign Ministry 
spokesman said Mr. Buehler's appeal was not a diplomatic issue 
and the matter would have ot be settled between Mr . Buehler and 
the Iranian authorities. 


Moroccan opposition returns to electoral body 


RABAT (R) — Morocco's four main opposition parties have 
decided to return to a national commission set up by King Hussan & 
to supervise the country’s first parliamentary election in eight ’ 
years. Their decision, announced in a joint statement, appeared to 
refute persistent rumours that they were contemplating a boycott 
of the June 25 election of 333 members of the chamber of 
representatives. They withdrew from the mutli-party commission 
three months ago complaining about delays in satisfying their call 
for guarantees that the poll would be free and fair. The commission 
was meeting Monday. Hie old-guard Nationalist Istiqlal Party, the 
Socialist Union of Peoples Forces, the Party of Progress and 
Socialism and the Organisation of Democratic and Popular Action 
said they welcomed measures taken by the government since their 
walkout. But they added that further steps were needed, including 
"vigilance committees” to prevent the buying of voces by wealthy 
candidates. The four parties, who have formed a "democratic 
front” to coordinate electoral strategy, charged that many candi- 
dates bought votes in local council elections last October when 
pro-government parties won a majority. 


Iraq criticises papal envoy’s remarks 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq said a frigid farewell on Monday to a 
Vatican envoy who dared publicly ■’Suggest to President Saddam 
Hussein' that* be seek peace with Israel. "The cardinal has gone and 
will never return,” declared the government newspaper Al 
Jmhboiniyah. “He talked nothing ibpt politics.” Cardinal Achille 
Sflvestrini, prefect of Oriental congregations, left Friday after a 
week-long visit to deliver papal messages to President Saddam and 
Iraqi Christians. During a meeting with President Saddam broad- 
cast on Iraqi television and radio he urged the president to probe 
the possibility of reconciliation with Israel. "Why don't you try to, 
feel Israel's pulse,” the cardinal asked. President Saddam replieq 
that he was not ready to accept conditions "at the expense of our 
dignity, our blood and suffering” and the Iraqi people would 
oppose him if he did. “They (the people) will say 'you are talking 
about flexibility while we are starving’, ” President Saddam said. Al 
Jumhouriyah said the cardinal’s remarks showed that Iraq’s 
hostility to Israel was the real reason for the Gulf war and 
continuation of U.N. trade sanctions. “The cardinal... hinted that 
there is no solution without peace with Israel,” the paper said. 


Jewish pilgrims flock to Tunisian synagogue 


DJERBA, Tunisia (R) — More than 2,000 Jews flocked to North 
Africa’s oldest synagogue on this holiday island off southern 
Tunisia Sunday — the highest number in more than 25 years. Most 
of the pilgrims to the synagogue, reputedly built six centuries 
before Jesus Christ was born, were French Jews of North African 
origin or members of Djerba’s 800-strong Jewish community “We 
were expecting 200 to 300 pilgrims from France, but they are more 
torn 2 000” said a jubilant Gabriel KapLa, chairman of 

Frances Associations for Jews of Tunisian Origin. Last year unto a 

600 pilgrims attended — at the time , the highea number^ inyears of $ 
Arab-Israeli tension Tunisia, host to & Patesdnc UlSon 
C ? B *^ don .J P - ■ 1 headquarter has been encouraging the 
pilgrimage. Pflgmns processed, amid tight security, throurfi the 

and die olive groves surrounding the synagogue. 
Sahbi Ai Basil, governor of Medenine, of which Djerba islandis 

fcs^tie? ,Ved ^ communit y leaders and attended part of the 


■ 

Militants kill policeman in Egypt 


ASSIUT (AFP) — Two Muslim fundamentalist gunmen shot dead 
a policeman trying to arrest them Monday in a market-place in 

southern Fcrvnf cnarlrmn o mimCaL* ■ . _ * 


sou^ra Egypt, sparking a gunflght which wounded five people 
police ^d. Lieutenant Khatab Imam became the third Egyptian 

Dohceman killed hv Miicllm ^ o . C'Sypiian 


policeman killed by Muslim militants since Sunday after he sracud 
tro men suspected of paving assassinated a hi|^S„Vwto 
officer, police said. Other police officers in the Lrket atB^taf 
350 kilometres south of Cairo, then fought a gun battle^ with tte 
gunmen, wounding one of them and four^ other people ^Ifoe stST 
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HIS MAJESTY King Hussein Monday conferred on v i sitiug 
Omani envoy Shabib Ben Taimour, the Jordanian A1 Nahda 
Medal of the first Order. Mr. Ben Taimour, who arrived in 
Jordan last week, is advisor for environmental affairs to Sultan 
Qaboos Ibn Sa’kl. The presentation of the medal look place at the 
Royal Court in the preseace of officials and Jordan’s ambassador 
to Oman and the Omani ambassador to Jordan 


Premier congratulates Eritrean leader 

■ AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker 
Monday sent a cable to the head of the Eritrean Provisional 
Government Issaias Afeworki voicing Jordan’s delight over the 
outcome of the Eritrean people's referendum which was held in 
the_ country on April 23. The referendum resulted in the people 
voting for independence from Ethiopia. Sharif Zeid said Jordan 
was looking forward to strong ties of friendship and cooperation 
between Jordan and Eritrea. 

Minister urges expanding agricultural sector 

RAMTHA (Petra) — Agriculture Minister Fayez A1 Khasawneh 
Monday said the feasibility of agriculture foran/nation cannot be 
measured in terms of protits and losses “because it is a sacred duty 
which achieves the national identity and links people to their 
land." In a lecture at the Jordan University of Science and 
Technology (JUST), Dr. Khasawneh called for expanding the 
agricultural sector and supporting its workers. He said conflicts 
between countries on supporting agricultural commodities in 
world trade had reached the extent of imposing sanctions by one 
side on another, stressing that such conflicts are in fact a 
continuous struggle for existence. 

Jordan team leaves to monitor Cambodian elections 

AMMAN (Petra) — An 11-member delegation representing the 
Ministry of Interior left Amman for Cambodia to take part in 
United Nations-sponsored monitoring mission of the general 
elections there. The Jordanian government had earlier received a 
request from the U.N. secretary general to participate in the 
seven-nation team that would monitor and supervise the elec- 
tions, due in the last week of May. 

RJ takes off for Chicago May 20 

AMMAN (Petra) — - Royal Jordanian (RJ), the national air 
carrier, announced Monday that its first flight to Chicago win 
depart Amman on May 20. RJ will be making two weekly flights 
to the U.S. city, employing' Tristar jets which accommodate 240 
passengers, a RJ statement said. With the addition of Chicago to 
its international routes, RJ will be reaching four destinations in 
North America including New York, Montreal and Toronto. 

Road accidents kill 7 in last week of April 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Public Security Department (PSD) 
announced Monday that seven persons were killed and 275 others 
were injured in 488 road accidents during the last week of April. 
In another statement, the PSD said that the first week of May the 
number of major crimes decreased sharply. 

Iraq-i'ordan transport firm to meet Saturday 

i 

AMMAN (Petra) — The general assembly of the Iraq-Jordan 
Land Transport Company will open a meeting in Amman 
Saturday to review the company's operations. The Jordanian side 
to the meetings will be led by Deputy Premier and Transport 
Minister Ali Suheimat. The two-day meeting will discuss 
several financial and administrative matters. 

Australia offers new meat chiller to Amman 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Australia has offered to provide a new meat 
chiller to the Amman Municipal Abattoir (slaughterhouse) at Ain 
Ghazzal. At a recent ceremony in Amman Australian Ambassa- 
dor to Jordan, Jon Sheppard, handed the Amman Mayor 
Mohammad Bashir a letter from the chairman of the Australian 
Meat and Livestock Corporation (AMLC), R. Austen, formally 
offering to provide the new unit. In his letter, Mr. Austen 
acknowledged the excellent relationship that has developed 
between the AMLC and the'private and government sectors in 
Jordan that are involved in the live sheep trade. As a result, the 
AMLC and the Australian live sheep industry has formed a 
consortium to fund the construction of the chiller, after an 
Australian technical expert had visited the abattoir in 1992 to 
develop the specifications for it. The new unit will increase the 
capacity of the chilling system to hold 2,000-3,000 sheep per day, 
plus 300-400 cattle. At a meeting with the mayor. Australia also 
offered to provide free technical assistance to the Amman 
Municipality in drawing up specifications for the new slaughter- 
house facility. 

Yajouz residents complain of lack of services 

RUSEIFA (Petra) — Residents of the housing estate at Yajouz 
have complained to the government about insufficient basic 
services, TTieir representatives said in interview with the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, that they were in need of regular bus 
service, a school and telephone services. 

Algerian education head arrives for talks 

AMMAN (Petra) — Algerian Education Minister Ahmad Jabbar 
arrived in Amman Monday on a four-day visit to Jordan at the 
invitation of his counterpart Thouqan Al Hindawi. The Algerian 
minister will bold meetings with government ministers and will 
tour the Royal Scientific Society (RSS), the Higher Courts! for 
Saende and Technology (JUST) and comprehensive schools for 
girls. 

Minister calls for press council 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Information Mahmoud Al Sharif 
Monday called for the creation of a higher press council, offering 
advice and consultations to journalists. In a lecture at Yarmotik 
University, Mr. Sharif said such a council, which would include 
specialists in the field, will assume the task of guidance rather 
than punishing journalists, stressing the need to set ethical 
standards for the profession. 

Iranian aviation officials arrive for talks 

AMMAN (Petra) — An Iranian civil aviation delegation arrived 
in Amman Monday to hold talks with Jordanian officials on the 
prospect of opening an air route between Jordan and Iran. The 
delegation which is headed by Iranian Deputy Minister of Roads 
and Transport and head of the Civil Aviation Authority Moham- 
mad Bani Bakharyan was received by Director General of the 
Civil Aviation Authority Ahmad Juweiber, senior CAA officials 
and staff from the Iranian embassy in Amman. 


U.S. music ensemble 
to award scholarship 

A t # A #* PM V _ 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Amer- 
ican Apple-Hill Chamber Players 
Monday began a four-day visit to 
Jordan to perform concerts, con- 
duct master classes and award a 
scholarship enabling a Jordanian 
music student to participate in the 
1993 Apple-Hfll Summer Festiv- 
al. 

The players, comprising, Betty 
Hank (viola), Richard Hatr- 
sborne (double bass), Robert 
Merfeld (piano), Paul Cohen 
(cello), Mowry Pearson (violin) 
and Eric Stumacher (piano), wifi 
jointly hold workshops with the 
Jordan Armed Forces Orchestra 
and the teaching faculty at the 
National Conservatory (NMC)/ 
Noor Al Hussein Foundation. 

The group wiU also perform a 
concert at the University of Jor- 
dan at 8:00 p.m. tonight. 

The Apple-Hill Chamber Play- 
ers's visit to Jordan will culminate 
on Thursday May 13 in the 
announcement of the winner of a 
music performance contest orga- 
nised by the group. Eleven Jorda- 
nian students are competing for' 


the scholarship enabling the win- 
ner to participate in the group's 
annual summer festival at Apple- 
Hill Farm in Nelson, New Hamp- 
shire from June through August. 
Apple-Hfll Players will also pre- 
sent a double lass instrum ent as a 
gift to the NMC. 

The visiting players' activities 
in Jordan come as part of coop- 
eration between ' the NMC and 
the American Centre (USIS) in 
Amman. 

The group is one of America’s 
foremost chamber ensembles and 
has won nationwide . distinction 
for its vital and eloquent pre- 
sentations of chamber literature 
for piano and strings. During 
each summer, the Apple-Hill 
Chamber Players are the core 
faculty for the internationally- 
celebrated Apple-Hfll Summer 
Festival. The players have ex- 
panded Apple-Hill’s intergen era- 
tional student population to in- 
dude students recruited through 
workshops held during their in- 
ternational tours. 


Muslim-Christian party 
sends message to Pope 


By Elia NasraiQah 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Hie Arab Democra- 
tic Islamic Movement (Doa’a), 
which received legal authorisa- 
tion as a political party last 
month, sene a message to Pope 
John Paul II this week explaining 
its principles as an Islamic- 
Christian party and calling for an 
Islamic-Christian dialogue on the 
widest possible level. Doa’a 
spokesman Marwan Sudab told 
the Jordan Times that the mes- 
sage, which explains the need for 
further interaction between the 
two faiths, was banded personally 
to the Pope at the Vatican by an 
emission, and the party was 
awaiting a favourable reply. 

Only one month after its offi- 
cial legalisation, the party has 
completed its organisational 
(flans in the various governors tes 
and elected provincial leaders in- 
cluding women, said Mr. Sudah, 
die first Christian member of the 
party. - i - ~ : 

He said that elections for the 
party leadership in .the Amman 
area 'will be held : Wednesday. ' 

More than 1,000 Muslims and 
Christians have registered as par- 
ty members, including women, 
Mr. Sudah said. 

When it was legalised, the par- 
ty had 72 founding members in- 
cluding 12 Christians and 11 
women, but the number of 
women has at present reached 
nearly 30 per cent of the total 
number of members, Mr. Sudah 
said. “Our party aims to bring 
about and promote closer rela- 
tions and interaction between 
Christians and Muslims! and joint 
work to safeguard the nation’s 
interests,” the spokesman said. 

Christians are joining the party 
now that they are sure that their 
membership does not comprom- 
ise their religious beliefs in any 
way, especially as the party is 
oriented towards achieving closer 
ties among the Muslim and 
Christian communities in Jordan, 


be explained. 

Emphasising that the party has 
no affiliation to any foreign cir- 
cles, Mr. Sudah said members of 
the U.S. and French diplomatic 
missions had visited the party 
offices in Amman to familiarise- 
themselves with the party prog- 
ramme, as they did with other 
parties. 

The U.S. diplomats, he added, 
wanted to determine whether the 
party leaders and the party prog- 
ramme were directed against Un- 
ited States policies in foe Middle 
East. 

Mr. Sudah said Doa’a party 
leaders levelled strong criticism 
of all foreign policies regarded as 
hostile to foe Arabs and suppor- 
tive of Israel. 

He said his party has proposed 
to four other Jordanian parties 
foe submission of a joint petition 
to foe government to introduce 
an amendment to foe country's 
1986 election law, demanding 
that the one-man-one-vote sys- 
tem be adopted. 

Without naming foe other four 
• parties Mr. -Sudah said that 
together with Doa’a, these are 
now pursuing efforts to achieve 
this goal. 

Last month the Doa’a spokes- 
man criticised present Islamic 
movements which, he said 
adopted regressive methods of 
analysis of the Koran. 

He indicated that Doa’a’s prin- 
ciples are' intermingled, have 
“Arabism-Islamism" dimensions 
and are based on democracy and 
the Shura principles of Islam. 

The party manifesto of 25 
points stresses that foe Arab 
Christians form an integral part 
of foe Arab- Islamic culture and 
that the Islamic and Christian 
values are sublime and should be 
defended by all means. 

The party principles support 
foe construction of a solid nation- 
al economy, equal opportunities 
for men and women, and pledge 
continued struggle against fana- 
ticism and backwardness. 


Jordan, Egypt prepare 
pilgrim transport facilities 


AQABA (Petra) — Jordanian 
and Egyptian officials met here 
Monday to discuss transport faci- 
lities for the Egyptian pilgrims 
going to Mecca through the port 
of Aqaba and agreed on several 
measures designed to remove 
travel obstacles and delays. 

A statement said the officials 
diseased difficulties that arouse 
in last year's pilgrimage season 
which resulted from the lack of 
sufficient means of transport, 
shortage of ferries commuting be- 
tween Aqaba and Nweibeh and 
the delay in foe arrival of pil- 
grims’ luggage. 

- . The two sides decider? to assign 
two quays at foe Aqaba harbour 


for three ferries to dock at foe 
same time in order to speed up 
travel operations. 

The Egyptian officials said lar- 
ger space was assigned at the 
Nweibeh port to accommodate 
tricks, bases or small cars, and 
other facilities have been instal- 
led to facilitate procedures. 

The two sides agreed that 
priority should be given to foe 
transportation of pilgrims and 
their luggage, adding mat opera- 
tions room’s will be established in 
Nweibeh and Aqaba for foe ex- 
change of information between 
the two sides to help control 
transportation procedures. 







THE SOCIAL Committee of Royal Jordanian; the national 
airliner, Sunday visits the Social Rehabilitation Centre for 
the Handicapped in the Baqaa refugee camp, horth of 
Amman . The committee members offered the centre a new 
refrigerator as a token gift. The social committee is made np 
of RJ staffers who take part in philanthropic work and 
social development projects. Contributions to their activities 
are collected from RJ personnel and/or management. 


King praises Jordan- Japan ties, 
based on clarity, mutual confidence 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty 
King Hussein Monday expressed 
his deep satisfaction with foe 
current level of Jordanian- 

Japanese relations which he said 
were based on clarity and mutual 
confidence. 

Speaking at a meeting with 
President and Chairman of the 
Board of the Overseas Economic 
Cooperation Fund of Japan 
(OECF) Akira Nishigaki, King 
Hussein said “Jordan values foe 
human being because he repre- 
sents foe real durable wealth.” 

“We call on all concerned in 
foe region to open the way for 
and uphold human rights, and 
adopt political pluralism to give 
people an opportunity to shoul- 
der responsibility and enhance 
the meaning of democracy," said 
King Hussein. 

Mr. Nishigaki emphasised foe 
importance of Jordan’s role as an 
element of stability in foe region' 
through its economic, cultural, 
and political policies. 

Expressing his delight at fomi- 
Harismf himself with the success- 


Harismg himself with the success- 
ful democratic process and de- 
velopment in Jordan, Mr. Nishi- 
gaki said his country would con- 
tinue to provide assistance to foe 
countries of this region. 

Mr. Nishigaki was later re- 
ceived by His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan, with 
whom he reviewed Jordanian- 
Japanese economic relations. 

Prince Hassan expressed regret 
over a practice by the internation- 
al financial institutions in dealing 
with the countries of the Middle 
East individually, whereby they 
fund projects totally independent 
from one another. 

He said there was a need for 
these institutions to deal with foe 

Cost of 
living up 

to 6.8% 
in 1992 

AMMAN (Petra) — The cost of 
living index has risen to 6.8 per 
cent in 1992 compared to the year 
before, according to a report 
issued by foe Department of Sta- 
tistics. 

The report said the index had 
risen by a total 68 per cent 
between 1988 and 1992; foe high- 
est rise was witnessed in 1989, 
when that year it rose 27 per cent. 

The second and third highest 
percentages were registered in 
1990 and 1991, at 22 and 13 per 
emit. 

The report also said that food 
expenditures in 1992 were at their 
highest at 39.25 per cent, fol- 
lowed by shelter expenditures 
which stood at 26.41 per cent, 
commodities and services at 24.42 
per cent, and clothes at 9.9 per 
cent of foe total expenditures. 


WHAT’S 
GOING 
O 


=mTi Trr 


☆ Exhibition of paintings by 
Adnan Al Sharif at Baled na 
Art GaBery. 


which includes photos and 
pahifty depleting develop- 
ment in Yemea, books on the 
history of Yemen, traditional 
c ostmnes and handicrafts at 
Yarmouk University. 

* Exhibition of photos of His 
Majesty King Hussein and 
aspects of development in Jor- 
dan trader his leadership at 
Yarmouk University. 

* Art exhibition by Jordanian 
- artist Ahmad Nsiwash at foe 

French Cultural Centre. 

-A- Art exhibition by Syrian 
Artist Yousef Abdelke at Al 
Balka’a GaBery, Al Fubeis 


dty. 

it Art exhibition entitled ‘Trag- 
meots: Weavings and Works 
on Paper” by Kevfai A. Hluch 
and Margaret M. Hindi at foe 
American Centre. 

☆ Exhibition of paintings by 
Saha Katibah Nonrsi at the 
Sp-Mi Cultural. 

☆ Exhibition Of cnntemp nrai y 
J apanes e posters at foe Royal 
Guttural Centre. 

if Exhibition -of posters at the 
Goethe Instit u t e . 

if Exhibition of photographs at 
foe British Council. 


Russian flhn entitled “The 
Choice” at the Scientific and 
Cultural Centre of Abdul 

FOUttdfttiOD 

at 7J0 p.m. 
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His Majesty King Hasson receives 
chairman of the Board of foe Ova 

countries of the area from a 
regional perspective. 

Mr. Nishigaki outlined his 
views about means of bolstering 
Japanese- Jordanian cooperation. 
He said Japan understands foe 
basic and positive role played by - 
Jordan in foe region, pledging his 
country’s determination to farth- 
er strengthen bilateral relations. 
He added that Japan and Jordan 
bold similar views on many mat- 
ters. 

The OECF was established in 
1961 in accordance with the 
Overseas Economic Cooperation 


President and Cooperation Fond of Japan Akira Nishigaki si the 
teas Economic Royal Court (Petra photo) 

Fund Law of Japan. Its purpose is Up to March 1992, the OECr 

to promote Japan’s cooperation has provided eight project-type 
by providing funds for industrial loans and ^ree commodity loar^. 
development and economic sta- to Jordan totalling about 5 
bflity in developing countries. 147,961 million yen. 

An official at foe Japanese The Jordan Nt'vs Agency, Pet- 
embassy here said the OECF has ra, said Japan 0 ~ve Jordan sot'. 
been extending loans to foreign loans totalling $700 million dur- 
govermnents including Jordan, big the Gulf crisis to help :bs 
government agencies and other country overcome its econoiric 
eligible organisations in the de- 
veloping world. 

He said Jordan’s financial con- 
tribution to the Middle Eastern 
countries affected by the Gulf 
crisis amounted to $2,000 million. 


Accompanied by a fore 3- 
member team, Mr. Nlshigafc;, 
who started Ins visit to Jordan ->r. 
May, 7, Is expected to leave for 
home today. 



UNIVERSITY OF Jordan Presktent Fawzi Other events organised fay the University to < 
Gharaibeh (third Grom left) Monday opens an mark the occasion included a seminar on the j 
exhibition at the University, markrae the fife mod ach iev e ments of Sultan SaimMin and ! 


exhibition at the University, marking the Bfe and achievements of Sultan SalwMin and ) 
800th anniversary of the death of Mnsthon the Bterazy m ov em en t daring his lifetime. \ 
leader Saladdin. The exhibition, which v31 Fartkspaaris hi the inrfiwM profcs-j 

last nntfl We d n e sday, metndes scale models sors Mustafa Al Hfyari, Mahmoud Ibrahim, | 
and maqnettes of arriritectmral a c hi eve ments Kamel Al Asafi and Abdul Jaleel Abdul j 
in the holy dty of Jerusalem, Karak and M&hrfi. ; 

Ajkmn castles and the Satedifin fortresses. j 
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Much at stake 
in Atom’s case 


THE IMPLICATIONS of the Israeli cabinet crisis that 
developed and grew over the fate of Education 
Minister Simla mit Akmi go beyond the immediate 
Israeli contex* to touch upon the continuous tug-of-war 
between liberal and ultra-conservative forces through- 
out the Middle East region. At stake is the.fate of the 
struggle h iweea those who are perpetually entrenched 
on the right and others who seek to accelerate the 
dynamics of modernisation and change in their respec- 
tive countries. 

For ns Arabs, there may be a sad irony in the crisis. 
It is that both the ultra orthodox Shas Party, to which 
Interior Minister Aryeh Deri belongs, and the liberal 
Meretz, of which Atom is leader, are key supporters of 
the peace process with the Arabs. Just as Aloni and her 
11 Meretz colleagues in the Knesset are avowed 
supporters of the peace talks, so is in fact Rabin 
Ovadia Yossef, the spiritual leader of Shas Party. 
Yossef is often said to hold the key to Hie fate of 
Arab-Israeli negotiations, especially when the time 
comes for Israel to make territorial concessions. He 
has spoken strongly and clearly for peace between 
Israel and its Arab neighbours by announcing that in 
Judaism peace is more important and pressing than 
territory. There may be little wonder in the fact that 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin has found 
hims elf in a bind for not being able to five with or 
without either Shas. or Meretz in his government.. 

But while we do not intend to go into detailed Israeli 
politics, we think that a victory ofjewish fundamental* 
ists, from Shas or any other religious party, over the 
leftist Meretz in the Labour-led coalition would 
constitute a setback for the forces of peace in Israel. 
The Palestinians in particular have cause to worry 
should Atom’s parly suffer defeat at the hands of 
Israeli hardliners and religious bigots. Atont’s demo- 
tion to a less i m portant portfolio in Yitzhak Rabbi’s 
cabinet could also represent a blow to peace prospects 
and Arab-Jewish coexistence in general. Speculation 
that Rabin m%ht appoint Atom to head amftw 
important ministry could be a prudent move by the 
Israeli prime minis ter- Fundamentalists e ve r y w h ere 
took at education as a vehicle for change, and they mne 
right. However, peace that has eluded this region for 
decades now would be even a greater instru m e n t for 
the desired change towards coexistence and coopera- 
tion. The absence of peace will only drive radicals on 
both sides to more entrenchment and more extremum. 
The likes of Shulamit Aloni in Israefi society should not 
be allowed to lose tbe battle. A voice Eke hers, which 
advocates Palestinian national rights should not be 
silenced at the altar of the “elders of Zion.” 


! 
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ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


CTHE ISRAELI government crisis has cropped up a decisive 
moment just as the Arabs and the Israelis are about to embark on 
:the crucial third week of negotiations in Washington, said the A I 
Dustour daily Monday. At this particular juncture, when the 
■Israeli government was supposed to declare its dear position and 
offer certain concessions to help settle the Arab-lsraeli conflict. 
d : fferences among the Israeli ministers emerged, said the Paper. 
It said that judging from previous experience one can only say 
that whenever Israel feels that its back is to the wall, it creates 
internal problems to delay taking crucial decisions. It is feared 
that the Rabin government would now exploit tbe internal cabinet 
differences to perpetuate its present intransigent position, laying 
fresh obstacles in the path of a Middle East settlement, the paper 
continued. Attention could be shifted from the peace talks to the 
differences in the Israeli government and role of the Shas 
(religious) Party inside the coalition, continued the paper. What 
would be interesting to see, added the paper, is the attitude of the 
U.S. administration which had pledged to play the role of fiill 
partner to help achieve a lasting settlement. 

A COLUMNIST in Ai Ra’i daily Monday criticised the govern- 
ment for failing to take decisions on issues of concerns to the 
public. The government has decided to stay on for at least two 
more months, thus freezing all economic, legislative and political 
decisions and leaving everything unchanged for fear of arousing 
the anger of its opponents, charged Fahd Al Fanek. The writer 
said that some ministers are rejoicing over the government's 
decision to stay on because it means they can remain in office on 
the one hand, and use extra time to win the favour of the 
electorate if they plan to run for elections, on the other. In die 
meantime, no one expects the government, which now serves on a 
transitional one, to do much, having failed in the past one and a 
half years to make major achievements, said the writer. The 
government has failed to take a decjao pgega rcUn g jlhe applical 
of the sales tax, as it had ptedgedtaiteRiPyuanVf 
because some of the Cabinet rit ua m br l xmmgt .to'^ua 
Parliament this year oppose this for -fear 'it compromise 
their chances of success, the writer continued. Neither did the 
government want to take a decision concerning the election law. 
or whether elections will be held this year, or the question of 
introducing amendments to the present law, said the writer. In 
addition, he said, the government has failed to take a decision 
concerning the agenda of tbe Jordanian-Israeli talks in Washing- 
ton. He charged that this government could not claim it has 
achieved any step towards economic progress of stability in the 
cuuiiiry. 




The View from Fourth Circle 


By Rsuni G 


Techno-racism and the onion ring machines 


The enonnity of the changes taking place in the world after the 
end of the cold war is difficult to grasp all at once. Yet, the new 
global realities are slowly evolving into what I believe may be a 
fresh pattern of ideological relationships that may define the 
world for many decades to come. One needs to step back from tbe 
day-to-day news and try to identify broader trends. A few are 
already dear. 

The former East/West divide (NATO/Soviet Bloc) was the 
anchorage around which the economic concept of first, second 
and third worlds developed in the second half of this century. This 
dual categorisation of countries according to their ideological and 
economic condition appears to be giving way to a new set of 
^criteria, which are predominantly economic, racial, and religious. 
The new arrangement is not as simple and neat as the old cold 
war. East/West. North/South divide. The emerging new global 
ideological dynamic comprises a relatively dear northwest/ 
southeast demarcation line of rich/poor countries, which corres- 
ponds very approximately to racial and religious distinctions. The 
pivot of this ideological schism is the Mediterranean basin. The 
northwest is largely composed of industrial/consumer societies 
that are predominantly white in colour, Christian in religion, and 
imperial in temperament. (By “imperial” I don't mean only that 
they physically occupy and exploit foreign peoples, as they did in 
the list several centuries. I mean, in today's context, that they 
find it acceptable, probably even imperative, that they enter into 
self-imposed military-commercial arrangements that allow them 
to maintain access to and control of selected resources and lands 
in the south that are deemed vital to their own lifestyle, comfort, 
and survival — or that they can drop like hot potatoes when the 
southerners’ value has lapsed). 

The northwestern consumer democracies are now approximate- 
ly faced by a diverse collection of southeastern states that are 
largely non-industrial, non-Christian, and non-white. This is not 
necessarily a confrontational situation, and these two worlds do 
not have to end up in a combative mode. Yet, initial indications 
suggest that a new brand of ideological confrontation may be in 
the making; this could lead to other forms of combat (economic, 
diplomatic, religious, cultural and military) if current trends are 
not checked and reversed. 

■ In the post-cold war world, the United States is the symbol of 
northwestern military dominance and cultural ethno-cemrisim 
and it leads the northwestern cultures in a campaign that seeks not 
only to maintain their own values and lifestyle (which is 
understandable, and perfectly reasonable), but also to impose it 
on the rest of the world (which is questionable, both morally and 
historically). The Kurds should not only be free; they should also 
be happy by eating McDonald’s onion rings. * 

The first signs of this new ideological demarcation line are not 
pretty. The Gulf war Bosnia, southern Sudan, Tajikistan and 
other situations suggest that our emerging new world order is 
based on the concept of peripheral peoples, non-strategic 
countries, disposable cultures, and non-vital human and cultural 
resources. Iraqis, Sudanese, Bosnians and others can suffer and 
die because they are not important to the northwestern culture of 
shopping malls, satellite sex. junk bonds, and two-track morality. 
Non-benign neglect, along wjrfc fast cars and short historical 
memories, are the new operative principles that may drive 
northwestern policy towards the rest of the world. 

A second concept we notice is that of double standards in a 
wide range of applications, such as implementing U.N. resolu- 
tions, international humanitarian law, human rights safeguards or 
democratic principles. We saw this applied viciously in the Gulf 
war. and we continue to see it throughout the world. Some war 


criminals are prosecuted if they threaten the comforts of the 
northwest; others are decorated if they savage the disposable and 
negligible cultures of the southeast. 

A third concept is that of technological barbarism, which means 
the use of advanced technologies and military overkill in conflict 
situations, in such a manner that northwestern lives are spared but 
southeastern lives are sacrificed in tens or hundreds of thousands. 

It is interesting to see how the northwestern obsession with 
assuring low casualties in The Gulf war has been the main reason 
for slow intervention to stop the suffering in Bosnia. The 
northwest will only intervene in Bosnia in a manner that allows it 
to use the same technological barbarism we saw in Iraq. This 
means not only massive killing of the enemy during battle, but the 
use of such massive overkill that the killing goes on for years. We 
see this most dramatically in Iraq today, where tens of thousands 
of Iraqi civilians suffer or die because of the continued impact of 
the bombing during the war. and of tbe sanctions that remain in 
force (both of w hich rely on advanced technologies). 

“Tbe emerging new global ideological dynamic 
comprises a relatively clear northwest/southeast 
demarcation line of rich/poor countries, which 
corresponds very approximately to racial and 
religions distinctions 

Allied to the concept of technological barbarism is the fourth 
new world order concept of technological racism. This means that 
northwestern cultures have designated a series of advanced 
technologies (missiles, ballistics, nuclear knowhow, chemical/ 
industrial technology) that are deemed inappropriate for south- 
eastern cultures. We live with a global “red line" of technological 
knowledge that we southeastern ers are not supposed to cross, for 
beyond it tie forbidden fruits. If we do acquire any advanced 
technologies (such as AW ACS in the hands of Arabs/Muslhns) we 
must also allow northwestern chaperons to ride along to make 
sure that we do not misuse the technology that is amongst us, but 
not of us. and certainly not ours. 

“Techno-imperialism will be degrading to tbe 
ordinary and good people of the northwest in 
whose names tbe world will be conquered by 
salesman selling dog food cans but also dog food 
morality that is deceptively packaged in the false 
rhetoric of ethics, U.N. resolutions, international 
law and humanitarian intervention. ” 

It is intriguing to note that all the cultures that are deemed 
menacing pretenders to the nudear/ballistic/cbemicat armaments 
dub are southeastern — dangerous, perhaps even demented 
darkies determined to get their hands on military means that 
should not be used by non-white, non-Christian, non-industrial 
cultures. It is also interesting to note that with the possible 
exception of North Korea and India, virtually all the countries 
which the northwest is trying to prevent from securing such 
advanced systems are Arab or Islamic (Iran, Algeria, Libya, Iraq, 
Syria. Pakistan and Sudan, to name only the most obvious). The 
geo-politics of technological racism coincides alarmingly with the 
map of Arabism and Islam. 

Many people, governments and cultures in the south have 


appredated this disconcert! n ^f 8 ^not iaM nd w pressing 

signs of trying to count # China supplying 
ahead with its space andb«n*» prog Ntutes . Iran 

technology to Pak,s £" * ^om Ukraine and others. Iraq laving low 
buying weapons system. .from Ukn ^ ^ mi | it ary development 

until the day it can resume it. -vdOP Closer political and 

programmes and Iran trying tl Africa and the Levant. 

SuhSy links wi* started » 

At the same ume. the \ ^ rthWfefi | ernc i* have 

stand up to the diplomatic roa P iohal effort* to redrew the 
tried to use to blunt or "e iuffer. The "new 

imbalances and the double s !? nd - ,r * ' in thc 107IK, the 

international economic or der wy lhusk nea jw W90s 

Euro-Arab dialogue ^ *,m^.n the ^ ^ ^ 

we now struggle to rave chanc« ter pr g ^ human rights, 
imperatives f n ™g? l ! ! i£L f the southeast demands that 

principles of Sal 1 y to h all peoples a^d cultures, 

economic justice be applied eq^iy k mCK j Cl The 

regardless of their colour, religio , . , j :• gniy 

mrthwest appears hesitant do th.s or ws^es te <lojt only 
according to its own rules, inclinations, tears and whims . 

Earth Summit in Brazil last year, and as wc s ee m r im 

preparatory talks for the U.N. global human rights conference in 

^The^orthw^’s^esitation on these issues is not technical. It is 

cultural. These buy-and-blitz cultures have se f^r nft he 
the rest of the world in the last several yeara. Their comfort is the 

number one global priority, and the survival of others 
Like George Bush, they will do anything — no f na J w ‘' ^ 
or vicious — to retain their incumbency, to wield l^wer and to 
■feel good. Should others fall off the edge ot thc world, that s too 
bad them. The politics of non-benign neglect and the 
diplomatic culture of transnational racism have no room for 
courtesies. The shopping malls must remain open all n |£ hl * 
the onion ring machines must never falter in their civilisation*! 

The northwestern cultures, especially the United States, have 
revealed recently a terrifying combination of economic despera- 
tion, military dominance, imperial retooling, cultural superiority 
and technological barbarism/racism — all in a single package that 
they are trying to market under the false label of “new world 
order", using the same techniques that have successfully sold 
millions of roller skates and pizzas in shopping malls. Most of thc 
rest of the world, however, is neither impressed, nor interested to 
buy into the scheme that is being offered. 

The southeastern folk grasp this fact and ponder how to react to 
it. We wonder what we must do to save our cultures from a new 
wave of techno-imperialism that may be as vicious and as 
demeaning to us as were the imperial conquests of the ISth and 
I9th centuries. But the new wave will also be degrading to thc 
ordinary and good people of the northwest in whose names the 
world will be conquered by salesmen selling dog food cans hut 
also dog food morality that is deceptively packaged in the false 
rhetoric of ethics, U.N. resolutions, international law and 
humanitarian intervention .The cultural and ideological battle is 
engaged; on the one side we have false goods, imperial-racism, 
and cheapo-cheapo political morality from the northwest; on thc 
other side, we have human beings in the southeast whose visions 
are neither dazzled by shopping malls nor blinded by thc roar of 
tbe artillery. 

Rami G. Khouri 1993 
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Could western air power 
defeat Serbs in Bosnia? 


By Charles Aktinger 

Reuter 

WASHINGTON — Could U.S. 
and allied warplanes, among the 
world's most advanced weapons 
with tbeir laser bombs and heat- 
seeking rockets, force tough Serb 
militia fighters to sue for peace in 
Bosnia? ' 

Military experts and political 
historians answer with an unre- 
sounding “maybe", a far from 
satisfactory word for politicians 
deciding how to press Bosnian 
Serbs to join Muslims and Croats 
in a U.N.-sponsored peace plan. 

Analysts say the mountains, 
forests and cloudy weather in the 


former Yugoslavia are a far ay 
from table-flat Iraq and Kuwait, 

where U.S. F-117A “Stealth” 

bombers and other allied war- 
planes pounded Iraqi targets suc- 
cessfully in the Gulf war. 

U.S. defence sources say North 
Atlantic Treaty Organisation 
(NATO) and Pentagon planners 
have listed potential Serb targets 
.rangragkfepca supply bridges. TO 



in” S M jevo, ^mvenica, 
Zepa, Gorazde and other areas. 
^ But experts like David Rowe of 
the 'Aspen Group think tank at 
Harvard University stress that 
Serb arms can be hidden if U.S. 


the least number of things wrong 
with it,” Mr. Rowe said. “But it 
may only change the resolve of 
people who are bom guerrilla 
fighters if they think it’s going to 
get a lot worse.” 

President Bill Clinton has 
pledged that if he decides to use 
air power, he will have specific, 
militarily achievable goals over a 
limited period to present to the 
American people. 

“I would have a very specific, 
dearly defined strategy to pursue 
and very clear tactical objectives 
for the use of~that _ air power, 
which would have a beginning, 
a middle and an end,” he told 
reporters. 

Tom McNaugher of the private 
Brookings Institution in Washing- 
ton said that, while the Bosnian 
Serbs have virtually no air de- 
fences, it would be difficult for 
warplanes to go after artillery and 
supply dumps tacked into civi- 
lians areas where a misdirected 
bomb could mean disaster. 

Some U.S. military officers, 
who ^ak ed not be ; named, say 
'U.S Mill iipTBiietwf Stalfe 
GeneflirafenB ftftPeak might " 
have been overly optimistic when 
he told Congress recently that air 
attacks could be very successful. 

They note that cloudy weather 
is an enemy of laser beams which 


got 

foe 


to destroy die artillery and 
stockpiles of weapons,” one 
veteran air force tactician said. 

“It can be done, but not as 
easily as you might think.” 

Retired army Lieutenant 
General Ernest Graves of the 
Centre for Strategic and Interna- 
tional Studies in Washington said 
history has repeatedly shown the 
world that the Yugoslavs do not 
break easily under fire. 

Tm sure we could hurt them,” 
said Gen. Graves. “But the Nazis 
couldn’t subdue foe Yugoslavs in 
World War II. And-the Russians 
couldn’t intimidate them into the 
Warsaw PacL” 

Yugoslav communist partisans 
fought the occupying German 
army during the Wood War n, 
and after after it Yugoslav leader 
Josip Broz Tito defied the Rus- 
sians and quit the East European 
Communist bloc dominated by 
Moscow. 

Gen. Graves and others, in- 
cluding both liberals and con- 
servatives. in Congress, say Mr. 
Clinton aiill western leaders must- 



CIS states’ brinkmanship over oil 
anti arms spills over into Mideast 
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By Maria Krehoas 

LONDON — An interesting 
game of brinkmanship has 
emerged between Russia and the 
former Soviet republics as all try 
to develop theft oil industries 
through cooperation with the 
Middle East as well as western 
capital. Behind the numerous 
proposals to construct oil and gas 
pipelines in every direction is a 
fight over the control of the for- 
mer USSR’s nuclear weapons and 
foe creation of a tighter union 
between members of the Com- 
monwealth of Independent States 
(OS). The Russian military holds 
foe upper band in this game and it 
wants to do business with, the 
Middle East. - 

Kazakhstan and foe Ukraine 
have been trying to counter Rus- 
sian pressure on Ukraine to ratify 
foe Strategic Arms Reduction 
Treaty (START)-1 and for both 
republics to cede control of their 
nuclear weapons to Moscow. 
Kazakh President Nazarbayev 
has answered by playing two 
games in public. He is poshing for 
a closer economic union between 
the CIS states, but on the 
weapons issue siding with. 
Ukraine in opposing Moscow’s 
control. But Kazakhstan has rati- 
fied the START-1 treaty. Matters 
came , to a head at foe January 
CIS summit in Minsk when the 
two states opted for continuing. 
CIS, not Russian, control over 
nuclear weapons on their soil. 

So it came as no surprise when 
in February foe Russian parlia- 
ment failed to ratify Russia’s par- 
ticipation in a project to build an 
oil pipeline from Kazakhstan’s 
Tenghiz field to the Russian 
Blade Sea port of Novorossiysk. 
This project is being coordinated 
by the Caspian Pipeline Consor- 
tium which involves cooperation 
between Kazakhstan. Russia, 
Azerbaijan and Oman. The Rus- 
sian parliament's failure to ratify 
the plan dearly was an example 
of the president and foe parlia- 
ment acting in concert, notwith- 
standing theft arguments over- 
other matters. 

Equally unsurprising was news 
in February that Russia was going 
to curtail gas supplies to the 
Ukraine, ostensibly becai 


not be forthcoming quickly. 

Kazakhstan is also now looking 
to Iran for a new oil export route 
and cooperating in oil exploration 
with Oman. But whatever oil may 
be found will be of little use until 
it can be transported out to a 
market. Western governments' 
willingness to back the finance for 
an export route via Iran will not 
increase following recent reports 
that Kazakh nudear weapons 
have been finding their way to 
Iran. But it is worth noting that 
the officer corps of the Kazakh- 
stan army, which is presumably 
trying to broker the alleged deals, 
is Russian. 

In late February foe Interfax 
news agency reported that foe 
Russian military had suggested 
the country’s oil developments 
could be financed through 
weapons sales, with the Middle 
East cited as one outlet Since foe 
Russian military's control over 
the oil sector is growing, it is in a 
very good position to cut oil-for- 


weapons deals with buyer court- „ 
tries. ;* 

But the Russians are unlikely T 
to find many buyers in the Arab * 
Gulf countries as the disintegra- 
tion of the industrial infrastnic- 1 ‘ 
ture throughout the former -» 
USSR means that no after-sales \ 
service may be provided. This' 
shortcoming did not dissuade ■ 
Ukrainian president Leonid *! 
Kravchuk from touring Saudi 
Arabia and Kuwait after the inde* ■ 
cisive meeting in April in Muscat ? 
of OPEC and non-OPEC oil-*' 
producing countries. 

Even if President Boris Yelt- S 
sin, following his narrow victory- 
in foe Russian referendum, ere- £ 
ates a strong presidency with aM 
rubber-stamp parliament, as he 
has said he wishes to, the military 
will continue to be a major power 
which Yeltsin will have to co-opt *• 
further. So the business and tbe *> 
brinkmanship with foe Middle ' 
East will continue — Middle East 
International. i 
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tbe? arms 

[Uslims — before laun- 
ig U.S. and allied bombers 
from aircraft carriers and land 


against MU 
citing U.S. 


Navy F-I8 and A-6 attack jets, focus on a target so that bombs 


Air Force F-15E and F-lll bom- 
bers and other American and 
allie d craft launch air strikes. 

“Bombing is foe candidate of 
the day because it seems to have 


can find their way to their mark 
with electronic eyes. 

“Breaking bridges is easy. But 
once you cut the Serbs off from 
some of their supplies, you've still 


“Once you stan bbmbingand it 
doesn’t work, do you walk, away 


and admit defeat?” asked Mr. 
McNaugher. “Or, do you end op j~ 
putting tens of thousands of 
troops on. the ground and start 
shooting to -win peace?” 


. . use of an 

ffiematives- — # argumrait over, price. There is 

*anns embargo T a ^ so k»ri-off ^ plan to con- 

struct a gas pipeline from Iran to 
Europe via Ukraine. But financ- 
ing this will be difficult because of. 
foe ongoing U.S. embargo on 
investment in Iran, while signifi- 
cant western investment in 
Ukraine will be held back until 
Kiev ratifies the START-1 mea- 
ty. Both countries are also 
deemed such poor credit risks 
these days that sufficient re- 
sources from other investors will 


LETTERS 


Options in a hospital 


To the Editor; 


Recently I underwent a minor operation on my finger at a 
private hospital in Amman. The operation took place in the 

** a precaution I decided to take a room in the 
Itospiital for a few hours, in case I had any reaction to the local- 
anaesthetic or relaxation drugs given to me 

I ran assure you it was one of the most frustrating 

eVCT had - Far from feeing that I wS fo I 

Ihe 1 *“ in an aUCTion « f s ^se. 

toud th *‘ ’’ was '^Possible for me to rest! 

bet surely » hospital is ncSVhe P C for 

one particular day. The lax arttucfcro^S ?" 

those tab can only have^dSrin^nral rf&S 


those 

myse 


i people seeking treatment h C r e Fv^ o r nCa ‘ eWecc 
peoples’ nS n K v t™^"~<be*.only 

beS'eS h?ve 

content to accept teis^h" S 'n h e ^^ h , Cn H re , tlKy 
However, if doctors and hospitals mS SL Jo «fan? 
status quo, then I feel it is onlvfSr t0 accc P t the 

a resting facility is no! a^M foS ftT J* ^ that 
stay at hpme. mat 11 ** Suggested they 


Sirvart Kannandariun, 
*NO. Box 5003, 

Amman . 
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Nkomo 
in new 
land war 

®y Cris Chinaka 

Reuter 

; Veteran political 

hSi er Nkomo is again 

beatmg the war drums, more than 

aft ? r leading Zim- 
babwe s guerrilla campSgn for 
black majonty rule. & 

■ Mr. Nkomo is still fighting for 
the cause that drew him into 
nationalist politics 50 years ago 
by trying to wrest control of the 
land and wealth from whites and 
Indians and place it in the hands 
of the black majority. 

l ; w e are not bringing the 
whites down or being racist, but 
want our people to. be like 
them, up there,” he told repor- 
ters recently. 

The former guerrilla leader 
conducts his latest battles dad in 
tailored three-piece suits in boar- 
drooms and conferences across 
the land, where he has a reputa- 
tion as an uncompromising nego- 
tiator, especially on land deals. 

a °d fanning is his first 
love." a government colleague 
said. 

The grand old man of Zimbab- 
wean politics, a burly figure from 
the warrior Matebele tribe and 
one . of Zimbabwe's two rice- 
presidents, has become the most 
radical voice in a post- 
independence campaign by 
blacks to own businesses. 

The 75-year-old Nkomo — 
commonly known as ‘The old 
^man” or “the bull" for his abra- 
sive style — recently raised the 
stakes by warning the govern- 
ment of a possible race war if 
blacks continued to have no ma- 
jor stake in the economy. 

Mr. Nkomo has thrown his 
political weight behind a new 
business lobby which has been 
trying to steer blacks from their 
current major interests in 
township bottle stores, village 
grinding mills and small grocery 
shops into big industries. 

With Mr. Nkomo’s help, the 
indigenous Business Develop- 
ment Centre managed in the 
1992/93 financial year to squeeze 
100 million Zimbabwe dollars 
(S15.6 million) in loans from a 
cash-strapped government to 
prop lip- its members. - — 

But M^. Nkomo r wbo says his , 
political career .spanning more 
than half a century would be*- 
unfulfilled if blacks remaHTed 
poor, is demanding more conces- 
sions for his cause. 

He said local authorities should 
introduce special long-term leases 
^ir blacks to acquire business 
property in towns, arguing that 
more prosperous whites and Indi- 
ans had an unfair advantage. 

“If we do not do this we shall 
find ourselves plunged into a pit 
far greater than the one that 
ended in 1979," Mr. Nkomo said 
in reference to a bloody seven- 
year guerrilla war that ended 
white minority rule in the 
Rhodesia, and ushered in an in- 
dependent- Zimbabwe in 1980. 

Mr. Nkomo and Zimbabwe 
President Robert Mugabe were 
co-leaders of a 40,000-strong 
guerrilla army that fought for 
independence. 

“In order to avoid a conflict 
between the blacks and the well- 
to-do who are mainly whites, 
hi- -i iw»l° r l** 1 * government has to deliberately 
■I jjjvf ip tv* assist disadvantaged blacks,” Mr. 
Nkomo said. 

Zimbabwe's independent 
Financial Gazette says Mr. Nko- 
mo’s views should be taken 
seriously. 

“It is tempting and easy to 
dismiss these as political postur- 
ing but there is a ...message in all 
This.” said the paper, which is 
often critical of government poli- 
cies. 

In art editorial. The Weekly 
u-id blacks, who comprise 98 per 
cent of Zimbabwe’s 10 million 
people, had control of only two 
per cent of the economy. 

Financial institutions, it said, 
had exploited a lack of clear 
government policy on black 
advancement to perpetuate tradi- 
tional ownership patterns. 

“It is time both for established 
white businesses and government 
ro realise that there has been no 
change in the status of the black 
person in the economy,” it said. 

“We cannot go on pretending 
ihat everything is okay when it is 
apparent that there is some silent 
apartheid." 

Mr. Nkomo has led a develop- 
ment trust he formed with several 
other prominent politicians four 
years ago to encourage Zimbab- 
weans, mainly blacks, to partici- 
pate in commercial agriculture, 
industry, mining and o*her 
occupations. 

siP'L* It has used hundreds of mfl- 
■•"'l' 1 . iltf (Ujons of dollars from local and 
K Fintemational donors to buy busi- 
’ ness interests across the country, 
including Zimbabwe’s biggest 
cattle ranch, 862,000 acres. 
(349,000 hectares) in southern 
Masvingo province. 

Mr. Nkomo argues that Zim- 
babwe’s ailing agriculture-based 
economy can only be revived by 
involving the -majority in com- 
merce and industry, particularly 
large-scale fanning. 
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China’s Muslim 
minority left behind 
in oil rush 


By Janet Snyder 
Renter 

AKSU, China — When China’s 
veteran economic reformer, 
Deng a Xiaoping, said some areas 
of this vast nation would grow 
rich faster than others, be spoke 
the troth. 

Here in Xinjiang, the western- 
most region of China, it is dear 
whose wealth is rising rapidly and 
whose is staying the same. 

Uighur minority peasants rum- 
ble down unpaved roads from 
their fields in donkey c arts , as 
Han Chinese — China’s majority 

race — whizz past in Toyota land 
cruisers and Mercedes Unfrnog 
trucks. 

Peking’s leaders are pressing 
Xmjiane to forge ahead to de- 
velop what are believed to be vast 
oil reserves under the sands of the 
nearby TaJdimakan desert. 

But in their mad d»$h to make 
the country rich, Chinese plan- 
ners are leaving a sizeable sector 
of the oil region’s population in 
the dust. 

Aside from a few truck drivers, 
virtuafly do Uighur or other Mus- 
lim minority is employed on the 
oilfields, which look to be Xin- 
jiang’s best and brightest hope to 
enable h to catch up with the 
galloping prosperity of- coastal 
China. 

“The work forces in Xinjiang's 
oilfields all come from other oil- 
fields in China so we don't take 
local people,” Xinjiang’s Vice 
Governor Wang Lequan told 
Reuters- 

He said there were no minority 
people on the oil rigs because “in 
the oil fields elsewhere in China 
there are no minority popula- 
tions.” 

“With development of the oil 
industry here, we sorely win hire 
minority people, bat they must be 
trained first,” Mr. Wang said. 

In this isolated corner of a 
region the size of Western 
Europe, Uighur farmers till the 
soil with primitive ploughs drawn 
by mutes or oxen — right in the 
shadow of the shining oil derricks 


which could some day spell bil- 
lions of dollars a year for China's 
coffers. 

There are modern conveni- 
ences for them. But in vast 
stretches of the region, whole 
villages live in darkness after 
mgbtfall. There is no electricity. 

Throughout the area, people 
resort to stealing chunks of 
asphalt from the roads, which 
they melt down and use to tar 
their roofs. Houses are made of 
mud and wattle. 

Han Chinese, who tend to live 
in Xinjiang's cities, are doing 
much better. In contrast to the 

Uightrrs, Hans have virtually all 
the trucks and cars and nearly all 
the farm machinery. Uighur 
resentment at Han domination 
periodically erupts into separatist 
unrest. 

China keeps a sizeable military 
presence in the region to guard 
against Peking's wont nightmare 
— the Turkic Uighurs uniting 
with their cousins -across China's 
borders in a Muslim holy war for 
independence. 

Uighur villagers' income tends 
to average only 732 yuan (S12S) a 
year compared with urban resi- 
dents who make considerably 
more — an average 2,680 yuan 
(S470). In the vast oil-rich Aksu 
region of southwest Xinjiang. 70 
per cent of the 1.74 million 
population are Uighurs. 

- Most of the local officials are 
Hans and plum jobs in the best 
hotel in Xinjiang are monopo- 
lished by Hans. 

Education for Uighurs is li- 
mited and schools are few, and 
school-aged children are often 
seen out in the fields during what 
should be classroom hours. 

The two races rarely mix social- 
ly and intermarriage is rare. 

Uighurs and Chinese tend not 
to like each other much. 

On several occasions during a 
2,000 kilometre trek in Xinjiang’s 
Tarim Batin, there was qbvious 
hostility expressed by Uighurs 
towards Han Chinnese who ven- 
tured into bazaars 

The feeling was mutual. 


Eritrea after independence 

What course the future? 


ASMARA — As Eritreans mark 
their newly won independence 
with boisterous parades and noisy 
street celebrations, poHtidans m 
this former Italian colony are 
looking with anxiety toward an 
uncertain future. A three-day 
nationwide referendum that en- 
ded on April 15 showed nearly 
unanimous support for independ- 
ence from Ethiopia, Eritrea’s col- 
onial ruler for 30 yean. But 
independence, which will be for- 
mally declared on May 24. will 
not bring respite from the crip- 
pling legacy of three decades of 
civil war. 

Three Eritreans in four still 
rely on donations from interna- 
tional relief agencies to meet 
their daily food requirements. 
Tens of thousands more languish 
in refugee camps awaiting reset- 
tlement. The country’s industry 
and infrastructure — including 
the Red Sea port at Masawa — 
were largely destroyed during the 
civil war. which ended two years 


the government embarks on a 
programme of economic liber- 
alisation. 

Ideological coufosou reigns at 
the highest levels of the EFLF, a* 
those who favour redistributive 
economic policies are pitted 
against others with more “frec- 
market" philosophies. The EPLF 
has been committed to a “mixed” 
economy since 1987. but there is 
little agreement over what the 
mix t ure should contain. An in- 
vestment code, promulgated in 
1991, has been criticised abroad 
for its requirement that Eritreans 
hokl a majority share in all joint 
ventures andfor its restriction on 
foreign experts. 

The secret ar y-general of the 
EPLF and presumptive president 
of independent Eritrea, Isayas 
Afewerfci, has promised a revi- 
sion of the code, but has hedged 
on how far he will go to 
accommodate international len- 
ders and investors. 


ideological contusion reigns at tne High- 
est levels of the EPLF (Eritrean People’s 
Liberation Front), as those who favour 
redistributive economic policies are pitted 
against others with more “firee-market” 
philosophies.” 


ago when tanks belonging to the 
rebel Eritrean People's Libera- 
tion Front (EPLF) rumbled into 
the capital, driving oat the last 
remnants of the beleaguered 
Ethiopian army. 

Chief among the new govern- 
ment's concerns will be recon- 
struction, the cost of which is 
estimated at almost $2.5bn. The 
provisional government has had 
only limited success since libera- 
tion in attracting foreign invest- 
ment. Although the World Bank 
has stepped in with the first tran- 
che of an aid package worth over 
SlOOm, other lenders have hesi- 
tated to commit themselves until 
statehood is achieved and until 


Mr. Afewerki is also proceed- 
ing slowly on political liberalisa- 
tion and the move to multi-party 
democracy. As the dominant in- 
stitution in Eritrean society, the 
EPLF has been reluctant to allow 
rival groups to organise and oper- 
ate freely. The provisional gov- 
ernment has already moved to 
limit the activities of a private 
human rights organisation and 
has suspended publication of the 
group’s newspaper. Other groups 
complain of harassment and even 
assassination of their members at 
home and abroad. 

Supporters of the Eritrean Li- 
beration Front, the original anti- 
Ethiopian guerrilla organisation 
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Institutions , companies, 
dubs, societies, universities, 
colleges, and schools are 
kindly requested to form > 
their own teems before May 
10, 1993. 


Under the Patronage of H. R . H 
Crown Prince AL - H assart 




MAP Sponsored Walk Friday 14 / 5 / 1993 

★ Starting point : Amman Baccalaureate School 8J3Q ajn 

* End point : Nazfc AL - Hariri Center 
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By Stephen HubbeB 


“In foreign policy, the EPLF is pursuing a 
renegade, self-interested — and sometimes 
contradictory — strategy that avoids the 
rhetoric of regional, religious or ethnic 
solidarity common among other African 
and Middle Eastern states.” 


and nemesis of the EPLF, com- 
plain bitterly that they were ex- 
cluded from the planning of the 
referendum and predict chat the 
EPLF wilt use the lop-sided re- 
sults to bolster their hegemony. 
Nevertheless, Mr. Afewerki has 
pledged chat political parties will 
eventually be allowed and that 
Eritreans will be treated equally 
under the new order, regardless 
of their role in the civil war. This 
will be a delicate balancing act 
indeed, as demobilised EPLF 
fighters, many of whom have 
been toiling without pay for 
almost two years, demand recog- 
nition and reward for their con- 
siderable sacrifices. 


In foreign policy, the EPLF is 
pursuing a renegade, self- 
interested — and sometimes con- 
tradictory — strategy that avoids 

the rhetoric of regional, religious 

or ethnic solidarity common 
among other African and Middle 
Eastern states. Eritrea is carefully 
cultivating an alliance with Israel, 
to the profound displeasure of 
Sudan, a close ally during the dvil 
war, and Saudi Arabia, where 
thousands of Eritreans work. 
“Our political interests will deter- 
mine how and when we choose 
our friends." Mr. Afwcrki said, 
“Eritrea’s relations with Israel 
are good. There has been a very 
dear policy towards Israel.” 


Eritrea’s disposition towards 
Ethiopia, its erstwhile adversary, 
remains to be determined. The 
leadership in Addis Ababa, 
which prevailed against the Men- 
gistu regime just as the EPLF was 
winning its own struggle, has 
dose links with the new govern- 
ment in Asmara and officially 
supported independence. 
Ethiopia will be permitted free 
use of Eritrean ports at Masawa 
and Assab (with the loss of Erit- 
rea, Ethiopia is now landlocked). 

Nevertheless, a substantial seg- 
ment of the Ethiopian public 
regards secession as treason and 
an act of surrender by their gov- 
ernment. To blunt revanchist 
sentiments in Ethiopia and de- 
crease Eritrea's isolation, Mr. 

Afewerki apparently supports 
dose economic cooperation be- 
tween the two countries. Having 
forgiven Washington its support 
for Emperor Hailie Selassie. 
Asmara is also actively seeking 
closer ties with the U.S. How- 
successful it is remains to be seen 
— Middle East Internationa! 



The grand prize and 
other prizes will be 
handed to the winners 
on the day of the march. 
May 14, 1993, at Nazefc AI 
Hariri Centre 


AMMAN: 


-ft* Other prizes 

£ Drawing the lots will take place May 12, 

1993 and results will be announced in the 

local press 

it For information please call tel. 611065 

ICKETS ARE SOLD AT 

1 7. AI Hussein Camp Pharmacy 

1 . Safeway - Jabai A! Hussein 

2. AI Rainbow Star - 1st Circle 18. Malak Pharmacy - AI Wihdat 

3. George Sahliyah Electric 19.AJ Wihdat Pharmacy - the 

Shop - Jabai Amman - Mut- . Club Street - At Wihdat 
ran Street 20. Abu Sharif Pharmacy - 

4. The Rowers Club - Jabai Am- 
man - Astra building 

5. Flowers Club - Ai Fareed 
Complex - AI Abdali. 

6. Burqan for handicrafts - 2nd 
Circle. 

7. Bonita Restaurant - Second 
Circle 

8. Bras Bookshop - 3rd Circle 


AI 

Ashrafiyeh 

21. Milano Pharmacy - Gardens 
Street 

22. Basma pharmacy - Gar- 
dents Street 

23. AI Alia Pharmacy - Gardens 
Street 

24. Sakhaa Pharmacy - Gar- 
dens Street 
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9. Fayez Beauty Shop - Umm 25. AI Maktabeh Bookshop - 
Uthaina - near San Rock Gardens Street 
Hotel 26. University Bookshop - Gar- 


10. Sweet Supermarket - Umm 
Uthaina 

1 1 . Kishek Jewellery - Umm 
Uthaina 

12. Antoine Beauty Shop - 5th 
Circle 

13. AI Khouli Pharmacy - 6th 
Circle 

14. Rwand Pharmacy - Wadi 

Saqra 

*15. Firas Pharmacy - Jabai AI 
Hussein 


dens Street 
27. Jamal Pharmacy - AI 
Jubeiha 

28 AI Abdali Pharmacy - AI 
Abdali 

29. Ai shadfan Pharmacy - the 
Sports City 

30. The Great Arab Pharmacy - 
King Faisal Street 

31. Babish • Shmetsani 

32. Rajaa Pharmacy - Shmetsa- 
ni 


16. The interior Circle Pharmacy 33. The Jordan Clothing Com- 
- Jabai AI Hussein pany (CJC) 

OTHER PRIZES: 

1. Second prize: DAEWOO televisions 
set, coloured, 29 inches, presented 
by the South Electronics Establish- 
ment. 

2. Third prize: OKI OF-7 facsimile 
machine, presented by the Modem 
Arab Establishment for Business. 

3. Fourth prize: Amman -Toronto- Amman 
air ticket, presented by the Royal 
Jordanian. 

4. Fifth prize: Amman-Frankfurt-Amman 
air ticket, presented by the Royal * 

Jordanian. 

5. Sixth prize: Samsung television set, 

14 inches, presented by Ahmad issa 
Murad Company. 

6. Seventh prize: Samsung television 


Bank Complex - Shmeisam 

34. The Jordan Clot rung Com- 
pany (CJC) - A! Salt Street 

35. The Jordan Clothing Com- 
pany (CJC) - Sweifieh - 
Hakous building 

36. Ghassan Jewellery - Tawtiq 
Khouri - AI Sweifiyeh 

37. Eastern Tours Co - Jabai 
Luweibdeh 

38. The University Bookshop - 
Jabai Luweibdeh 

39. The Jordanian International 
Establishment for Commer- 
cial Services - Seventh Cir- 
cle. 

40. The Power Hut - Shmeisam 

ZARQA: 

The Modem Zarqa Pharmacy 

1RBID: 

1 . AI Saadoun Pharmacy 

2. AI Shuqairi Pharmacy - Yar- 
mouk University Street 

3. AI Haitham Pharmacy - Irbid 

Refugee Camp 

AQABA: 


the Housing Aqaba Pharmacy 

set, 14 Inches, presented by Ahmad 
Issa Murad Company. 

7. Eghth prize: Goldstar television set, 
14 inches, presented by Oarwish AI 
Khalili Company. 

8. Ninth prize: Goldstar television set, 14 
inches, presented by Darwish AI Kha- 
lili Company. 

9. Tenth prize: Amman-Rome-Amman 
air ticket, presented by ihe Royal 
Jordanian. 


10. Eleventh prize: Amman-Greece- 
Amman air ticket presented by the 
Royal Jordanian. 

1 1 . Twelfth prize: Stony stereo set, pre- 
sented by Sony Company. 

In addition to other consolation prizes 
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Lebanon fight for 2-2 
'* draw with Hong Kong 
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Women’s tour lacks consistent winner 

Martinez stuns Sabatini to win Italian Open 


BEIRUT (AFP) — Skirmishes 
broke out in East Beirut as Leba- 
non's return to World Cup soccer 
was clouded by controversy Sun- 
day. 

Hong Kong and Lebanese 
players exchanged blows and 
angry words on the pitch after a 
tough penalty decision gave the 
hosts their second consecutive 2-2 
draw on the Asian Group D 
tournament in the Lebanese 
capital. 

Hong Kong players clearly felt 
the home side and the intimidat- 
ing banner-waving capacity 
13.000 crowd influenced the 
Kuwaiti referee Hameed Al Hin- 
dyani to give the 81st minute 
penalty from which Fadi Allouch 
scored the equaliser. “Lei's just 
say Z am disappointed,” said a 
sombre Hong Kong coach Chan 
Hung Ping after the game. 

The players were to have their 
own inquest of chaotic events 
which saw substitute Loh Kai 
Wah sent off in injury time — and 
four others booked — before 
making any comment. 

“Lets just say they are angry/' 
added Gian. 

Even many Lebanese obser- 
vers reacted sceptically about the 
fall by one of the Lebanese play- 
ers in the penalty box. Before 
then Al Hindyam* bad resisted 
many home calls for spot kicks. 

The Lebanese players, desper- 
ate for an equalirer, had missed 
several chances as they pressed 
throughout the final 45 minutes 
for a second goal. 

The stunned ■ crowd turned 
their fervour at Lebanon hosting 
its first post civil war sports event 
on their own players. The chant 
of “replace the goalkeeper” rang 
around the ground. 

Tension between the two sides 
started almost straight away. 
Babkin Melikian went in very 


hard for one challenge on Hong 
Kong goalkeeper Chan -Hing- 
Wing who on recovering pro- 
duced a brilliant save from 
another Melikian shot. 

But Lebanon pulled back one 
goal on the stroke of half-time. 
Wael Nazha crossed the ball 
which Hong Kong goalkeeper 
Chan Hing Wing could only fist 
away and Joulfagi was waiting to 
smash it in. 

Hong Kong spent most of the 
second half on the defensive but 
managed some dangerous 
counter-attacks. 

After Alloucb's equaliser, the 
game ended in near chaos with 
the referee not knowing where to 
turn to break up fights. 

Hong Kong still lead the group 
O table through after South 
Korea were held 0-0 by Bahrain 
in their first group game. 

It was a big disappointment for 
South Korean coach Kim Ho who 
had predicted before the game 
that his side would qualify for the 
deciding Asia zone second round 
by vanning all their matches. 

Kim said it may be time to 
retire some of his players — many 
of whom are veterans of the trip 
to the 1990 World Cup finals in 
Italy. 

“Bahrain were very strong. 
They made it very difficult for 
os," he said. “It is disappointing 
but I think we will still qualify 
alright." 

Bahrain coach Sebastiao 
Periera commented: “I think we 
did everyone in the Group A 
favour with that game. It gives 
everyone a hope of beating the 
Koreans. They are not invinci- 
ble.” 

Korea put on a listless display 
and were constantly troubled by 
attackers such as Khamis Eid 
Tbani. 


ROME (AP) — With Monica 
Seles off the tour, women's tennis 
has become a wide open game. 

As the French Open 
approaches, no woman is domi- 
nating the scene. 

Arantxa Sanchez Vicario came 
into Rome as the honest player 
on the circuit, but she was elimin- 
ated by Gabriela Sabatini. 

The Argentine star, a darling 
of Roman fans, was considered a 
heavy favourite to take her fifth 
Italian Open title. 

But Conchita Martinez, a top 
10 player for several years but 
without a big win. upset Sabatini 
in two sets, 7-5. 6-1 Sunday to win . 
her first major tournament. 

After a women's tournament 
that failed to produce any taut 
matches, the men took over the 
Foro Italico Monday for their 
SI. 750,000 tournament. 

Pete Sampras and Jim Courier, 
the world's No. 1 and No. 2 
ranked players, top the draw. 

Other top seeds "include No. 3 
Boris Becker, a three-time 
Wimbledon chafnpion who has 
never won on day. No. 4 Goran 
Ivanisevic, a Croatian lefthander 
who was a finalist in Wimbledon 
last year and the veteran Ivan 
Lendl at No. 5. 

In opening day matches, Iva- 
nisevic faced Jaime Oncins of 
Brazil on centre court, followed 
by Sampras against Italy's Renzo 
Furlan. 

Sabatini's loss in Sunday's final 
disappointed the 10,000 fans at 
centre court who tried in vain to 
spur on their "Gaby." 

The No. 6 seed, who had ear- 
lier ousted No. 2 Martina Navra- 
tilova, said she wasn’t disturbed 
by the partisan crowd and stuck 
to her ‘game plan during the 
two-bo ur match. 

She acknowledged that Sabati- 
ni was “the queen of Rome” and 
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Gabriela Sabatini 

that “maybe before the match I 
was a little bit scared. But there 
were some fans for me. too.” 

Sabatini. the No. 3 seed, said 
she was tired after a first set that 
lasted 1 hour and 20 minutes. 

“If you don't move well on the 
court and you don't control the 
game, you lose," Sabatini said. 
“More than mentally, I was tired 
physically.'' 

Martinez, in fact, kept up the 
pressure from the baseline, while 
the Argentine scattered her shots 
long or hit into the net. 

“Perhaps 1 should have taken 
more risks," said Sabatini, who 
rarely moved toward the net even 
though her voHey was often suc- 
cessful. 
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The first set was dose — with 
each player committing more 
than 20 unforced errois — bnt 
when Martinez finally succeeded 
in closing it out, Sabatini’s 
seemed like she had nothing left. 

The Argentine had won the 
title the last two years, twice 
beating Monica Seles, and was 
bidding to tie Chris Evert’s re- 
cord five Italian titles. 

The win. worth S150.000, was 
the 21-year-old Martinez’s third 
tournament victory this year. 
Sabatini is so far without a tide. 
She hasn't won a tournament 
since the Italian Open a year ago 
in her longest dry spell on the 
tour since 1986. 

Seles was to have been the No. 


1 seed, but was stabbed during a 
tournament in Hamburg. Ger- 
many, just three days before it 
began. 

She expected to miss 'the 
French Open and maybe Wimb- 
ledon. 

Stick becomes first German to 
win German Open since 1964: In 
Hamburg, a tearful Michael Stich 
fulfilled a childhood dream Sun- 
day, outlasting Andrei Chesno- 
kov to become the first German 
in 29 years to capture his 
country’s national tennis cham- 
pionship. 

Stich fought off five set points 
to win the decisive third set tieb- 
reaker. and went on to beat the 
unseeded Russian 6-3, 6-7, 7-6, 
6-4 in the final of the $1.7 million 
tournament. 

Stich. who was born and grew 
up in Elmsborn, near Hamburg, 
broke into tears as he told the 
crowd of 10.000 that the German 
Open was the first tournament he 
had watched as a child. 

“I’ve fulfilled my childhood 
dream. I've come here with my 
family to watch this tournament 
for 15 or 20 years.” Stich, gasping 
for words, said in his victory 


After converting his fifth match 
point to claim victory, Stich 
leaped into the air with excite- 
ment and ran over to hug his 
wife, Jessica. In the process, he 
forgot the traditional shake of the 
loser's hand. 

The Russian began to leave the 
court, and Stich and officials 
chased after him. Ranked No. 9 
in the world two years ago, Ches- 
nokov had not appeared in a final 
since Indian Wells, California in 
1992. 

“I haven’t been in a final in so 
long, I forgot there was a victory 
ceremony," Chesnokov said. 


Suns survive Laker 
threat to advance 


PHOENIX (Agencies) — The 
Phoenix Suns survived the Los 
Angeles Lakers' bid for the big- 
gest upset in National Basketball 
Association play-off history Sun- 
day, winning 112-104 in overtime 
to advance. 

Charles Barkley led Phoenix 
with 31 points and 14 rebounds as 
the Sons became the firs team to 
rally from two homes defeats to 
win a best-of-five play-off series. 

They advanced to a Western 
Conference semi-final series with 
San Antonio. 

The Lakers were the only team 
in the play-offs with an overall 
losing record. They were seeded 
eighth, but came close to unsea- 
ting the top-seeded team in the 
post-season. 

The Lakers tied it at 87-87 with 
three minutes and 40 minutes left 
as Janes Worthy made three 
jump shots and a three-point shot 
in four and a half minutes. 


Los Angeles then went ahead 
for the first time since the second 
period, but Barkley came back 
with a jump shot and Dan Ma- 
jerie tied rt 95-95 with seconds 
left. 

- The other Western Conference 
sen^-fmalists. Houston and Seat- 
tle, start their best-of-seven series 
Monday night. ■ . 

In Richfield, Ohio, Brad 
Daugherty scored 24 points, 
grabbed 20 rebounds and bad 
eight assists to lead the Cavaliers 
past the Nets. 

The Cavs will play the two-time 
defending champion Chicago 
Bulls in die Eastern Co n ference 
semifinals beginning Tuesday in 
Chicago. 

In New York. Patrick Ewing 
scored 33 points Sunday as the 
New York Kricte posted a 111-95 
victory over the Charlotte Hor- 
nets in foe first game of foe 
National Basketball Association 
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Van Basten guides AC Milan 
back to winning ways 



Suns’ star Ch£— 0, J Be Hkley 
ehaftting Vftfo z jifera 

Eastern ConferenvC semi-finals. 

The Hornets, in the play-offs 
for the first time in their five-year 
history, led mo^t of the game, but 
they were hurt by the absence for 
much of the game of All-Star 
Larry Johnson. 


Mexico 1st to qualify for World Gup 




TORONTO (AP) — “Mexico, 
Mexico, rah, rah, rah." 

A crowd of jubilant Mexicans 
created a pedestrian jam across 
the street from varsity stadium 
Sunday afternoon, chanting and 
waving flags in celebration of a 
2-1 victory by their country's 
national soccer team over Canada 
that clinched a World Cup berth. 

Francisco Cruz, sent in as a 
substitute in the 60th minute, 
drilled home a low shot with five 
minutes remaining, only five mi- 
nutes after be laid sprawled on 
the ground from a collision with 
Canadian goalkeeper Craig For- 
rest. 


in a champagne-soaked Mexican 
dressing room. 

The teams traded first-half 
goals: Alex' Bunbury for Canada 
and Hugo Sanchez for Mexico. 

Seven yeltow cards came out in 
the rough contest. 

The victory, in front of 20.000 
spectators, made Mexico the first 
team to clinch a berth in the 
.World Cup finals, defending 
champion Germany and foe host 
United States get in automatical- 
ly- 

It gave Mexico a 5-0-1 record in 
the final round of Concacaf qual- 
ifying, three points ahead of 
Canada and even further ahead 


the quarterfinals. 

It didn’t make the 1990 World 
Cup because it was barred for 
using an overage player in a youth 
tournament. 


PARIS (AFP) — There was no room for error this 
weekend as Europe’s top dubs came under in- 
creasing pressures as they continued to chase their 
respective league titles. 

;Everyone' was ail too aware -that foe slightest 
mistake nexmlti prove fataL 
-s WhileHMaKO. Vaifc -Basten -* . n: fried to help AC 
Milas— recover- their -winning ways In -Italy, and 
Marseille continued Jo Jfend off -foe challenge of 
Paris St. Germain in France — Spanish legends 
Real Madrid dropped what could prove to be a 
vital point in their local darby match with Rayo 
Vallecano, and Dutch bopefols Feyenoord fell 
apart a gainst Ajax tearing PSV Eindhoven a dear 
run at the title. 

In Germany Werder Bremen beat UEFA Cop 
finalists Bonissia Dortmund 1-0 and joined Bayern 
Munich on top of the table with just four matches 
left to play. Bayern cracked and were held to a 0-0 
draw by lowly Nnremburg. 

Marco Van Basten, starting his first match for 
_AC Milan since December 13, scored one of his 
.side’s three goals at Ancona in a result which 
virtually assured the Italian pacesetters of retaining 
.the I talian title. 

Van Basten ’s Dutch team-mate Frank Rijkaard 
opened the scoring after 20 minutes before the 
European ‘player of the year’ marked his ret u rn 
with a superb header, seven minutes before the 
break. 

An own-goal by foe Czech Milos Gkmex jnst 
after half-time nude it 3-0 and it was left to 
Sebastiano Vecdtiola to score a consolation goal 
for the home side jnst before the hour. 


Internal on ale, who have cut the gap at the top 
from 11 to four points in recent weeks, kept up the 
pressure rich a 2-0 defeat of Lazio. 

The Uruguayan Ruben Sosa, who.is expected to 
make way for Holland’s Deriri&'Befgkamp next 
season, opfifted the serine# with hislTfo.god of foe 
season and Salvatore ■^Toto’ 1 Schillaci : added the 
second ~after~39 mtnutttsr ^ ^ ; ( 

RoberttwB aggi o’s outstanding nnr of form cdcR 
turned with a hat-trick m a 4-2 for Juventus over 
Foggia. 

In foe Netherlands, Ajax gave their old rivals 
PSV Eindhoven a helping hand on their may to a 
third consecutive Dutch Championship by des- 
troying Ffenoord 5-2. 

Three g als in the first half-hour pot Ajax in 
control of tbe match and could have dealt a fatal 
blow to FeyenoonTs tide hopes. 

With four games remaining Feyenoord are now 
one point behind PSV who nave a game in hand. 

A 36th minute goal from Romania’s Georghe 
Popescu and an own-goal just before half-time 
gave PSV a comfortable 2-0 win over Deventer Go 
Ahead Eagles. 

Real Madrid's 1-1 draw could also prove to be a 
deadly blow to their title hopes. The result enabled 
rivals Barcelona to move one point dear after an 
impressive 4-1 home victory against first division 
strugglers Cadiz. 

Barcelona made no mistakes against Cadiz. 
Stoichkov scored his first goal in over two months 
in foe 23rd minute while Barcelona's other scoters 
were Beguirstain (45), Banero (60) and Koeman 
(88-pen). 


Peanuts 


“When I was told to go into the' of El Salvador and Hondurras. 
game one of the coaches told me. The berth is Mexico's 10th trip 
in there, get into the game to the World Cup, but their first 
and score,” and I did it,” a happy since 1986 when, playing at 
Cruz said through an interpreter home, it advanced all the way to 


GOREN BRIDGE 

Wrm OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HIRSCH 

« 1992 Intone Uodij Sftn*cn. be 

PINESSEBS' PARADISE 



MOM PUT IT IN THE 
REFRIGERATOR TO KEEP IT 
AWAY FROM THE ANTS.. 


JUST WHAT I NEED... 
. COLD SUGAR.. ^ 







Andy Capp 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 
4 8 7 6 
:8G 
: 5 4 3 2 
* K Q J 5 
WEST EAST 

* Q 9 2 * 10 5 4 3 

TKJ3 10 7 5 4 2 

: A 10 8 Q J 9 6 

4 9 8 7 3 4 Void 


SOUTH 
4 A K J 
7 A Q9 

4 A 10 fa .2 

The bidding: 

South West North East 
2 NT Pass 3 NT Pass 
Pass Pass 
Opening lead: Nine of 4 
If there is a Garden of Eden for 
finessers, they will constantly be 
dealt hands such as South's with 
finesses in three suits— and all will 
work. Unfortunately, life is not 
quite so idyllic. This hand from 
Mexico's Team Trials, reported by 
Dr. George Rosenkranz. is almosL 
too vivid an illustration. 

Even those using a 22-24 range 


for a two-no-trump opening bid 
should bake that action with the 
South hand — the fifth club more 
than compensates for the missing 
one point. North’s raise to game is 
automatic. 

At one table declarer had a hard- 
hick story to telL The first trick was 
won in dummy and a spade to the 
jack lost to the queen. Undaunted, 
declarer won the dub return on the 
table and tried a heart to the 
queen— still unfortunate. Declarer 
used dummy's third club entry for a 
diamond to the king. That enabled 
the defenders to take four diamond 
tricks and one in each major for a 
two-trick set. 

When Alicia Duran, whose team 
went on to win the event, sat South, 
she won the same opening club lead 
and immediately took three more, 
rounds of dubs, ending on the table. 
Then came a low heart to the nine— 
a textbo''k play. West could win the 
trick cheaply, but was endplayed. 
No matter which suit West selected 
bo return it would present declarer 
with the game-going trick. 

Once again, Oscar Wilde’s epi- 
gram holds true: Life imitates Art. 


_AS*N|GHT/ 


ITWASAU- 
IN PUN. TELL 
y HER X -< 


-THE NEW* 
&WWAID- 




utt'n’Jeff 


g , 1 I W AW.CMON, 

A KISS J W0HT MAKE **** 




STOP/ MV %/ 

UPS ARE- KaM HONEV/ y * 
FOR WJ HEDGES \ W/ 
M OTHER.' J XMVHOTHER/ Jj if. 








.j .! 




'stop JEFFf KISSING \ 

IS NOT HEALTMVj IT R 
SPRStOSSERMS/ WW, J 
SOME DOCTORS £L AIM \ r 
-V0UTAKE TEN MINUTES k* 

off tojR life each njm 
time VOU KlS 


Tvmirn 

IF THAT 1 
VYAS TRUE/ 1 
WHAT A / 
UWELV ( 
WAW TO J - 

h enoit 

\ ALL j 


JORDAN TIME - ^ESPAY. MAY «•_»» 

HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR TUESDAY MAYU- 

» iu/mfooer CirnHI Hig«P' fa™ 3 "” 

By Thomas S. P^son- Astrologer. ^ ^ „ mod 

iENERAL TENDENCIES: A *«•* ^ il (ro m fe 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: A 
good day for quick acuon and 

purring into operati on de cisis 

that are vital to your progress- You 
can also further your career 
through social channels and have a 
he rh of a good lime in the process. 

ARIES: March 21 to April 19) All 

if nuh of interesting behind fne 
conferences with any mem- 
bers of your family can yi c ’ d excel- 
lent results so get together amic- 
ably. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 30) 
You can join today with friends, 
acquaintances and us u al associates 
in whatever joint activities 
ing a harmonious approach be- 
tween you and them. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Depend upon one who is experi- 
enced in property matters to give 
jou answers that can help you to 
have more of this worlds goods 
with ease. 

■MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Look for those various 
new outlets by which you can make 
your own intentions more on 
working reality and put in 
motion right away. 

LEO: (July 22 August 21) A pri- 
vate meeting with one who is ex- 
pert in business interests that are 
important to you is available and 
willing to give you the benefit of 
experience. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Close companions, partners 
and associates are willing to go 


j |dda» (September ^ ^ October 

Tike some itmc ou: *' 

■ . ..tut one Who wrteisuijt 
do .» h*h«" •# 
Erighmn up your euv.mnmfolil 
surrounding*. 

SCORPIO: lOctv^r 2J w tfevem- 
Sr:i) Consider well UK *«KW» 
pleasures you like and how ihe> 
can be approached f ril l« a J** 

Site so they can be even more 

cnjovaWc in the future . 

SAGITTARIUS: t November 22 It* 
December 20 If give your 
home members a little more affec- 
tion and some compImtenB 
good things that they So. much 
griper accord will be present 

CAPRICORN: i December 22 to 
January 20) You need to be mu«- 
communicative as to your rcJ 
wishes and points of view with » 
partner who gets pretty tmojmnal 
without full knowledge of cir- 
cumstances. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Fchru- 
arv 19) If you adopt a new and 
more efficient schedule where your, 
daily occupation is concerned you 
will find that your bank account 
will reflect that change 

PISCES: (February 2U to M arch 
20) Consider well the good times 
you like for what you can do today 
can have a profound bearing upon 
the enjoyments you have in the 
days ahead for you. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harrli 


J 


7 



mmmmrnm 



“I’m not saying you’re dull f 
Stanley...but who else would slo\ 
dance to ‘Great Balls of Fire’?" 



THE Daily Crossword b, 8mvJ „ 9mie „ 


OtfT EDITORS FHESB SflWCE. PCL 


ACROSS 

1 Baby bed 

. 5 Remove forcibly 
S Royal title 
13 Pertaining to 60 
minutes 

15 Tentmaker 

16 — Minor 

17 Iowa church 
.society 

18 Farm building 

19 Departed 

20 Popular author 
of yore 

23 Safeguard 

24 Hostelry 

25 Purse 

28 Buck's mate 

29 Stevedores' gp. 
32 Walk forcefully 
34 As good — 

37 Pastoral 

38 Precious stone 
40 Personification 

Of peace - 

42 Stipulate 

43 Go at full trii 
45 Questioning 
- sounds 

45 Greek latter 
.49 Give tbe once- 
over 

‘50 Townsman 
52 Profanes 
opposite 
55 -in 

mankind..." 

( J.O. Adams) 

58 Ritpher 
51 Biblical weed 

62 Book spine 
words , 

63 Not taped 

64 Brouhahas 

65 Curl the ftp 
66-Was aware of 

67 Dispatched 

68 Former Russ, 
states ' 

DOWN 

■ 1 Rubbed raw 

2 Poza cheese 

3 Poker player's 
words 

4 South African 
• native 



n SUSSf!f ***** S™™* 
41 *^1 ****** 


5 Singer PoBseile 

6 Author Ludwig 

7 Suem screen's 
Mica 

B inundates 
9 Sunrise 

10 Take advantage 

of 

It Relatives 
12 Assuage hunger 
1 4 Cowardly L)on ■ 

21 Ecru 

22 Preliminary 
parts 

25 Nest occupant 

26 Oklahoma city 

27 Set 

30 City near Milan 

31 Dress shape 

33 Utters htttest 

34 Superior 

35 Oration 

36 Sprint 

38 In this spot . 

39 — Gold of 
"Benson" 

40 Diamonds 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


E QP3np 

□□quo tiRnnn 

esragin 

nnernoja nnr 

nnnnn Qnnn 

nnn mE3H H Bsr 

rgnmcia - 

WQB Hpnnrn 


Beam 

Lassos 

Babbles 

Storekeeper 

Lazy ones , 

Exchange 

ABA members 


54 Cha 

55 Han 

56 Hor( 

57 Try 
58Wsc 

59 Trim 

60 ■ AH 






























W3VSZW BAW CBVTEP HMW - flftlUBAIII 
THBPVKEI 480170 / 643190 

OSMXSED MARKET SHARE PRICE LIST POX MDHDUf 10/05/199 


OOKPMY-a MHE 


1MB BJUK 

JORDAN RRTTOSAL SUX 
BAM Of JORDAN' 

WOOLS EAST tan. 

ZXDUSTRZAL DEVELOPMENT HAM 
THE HOasrKS HAM 
JOTXUUf XDHAXT BJUR 
ARAB JOHDAR IRV M TH gR T BARR 
JORDAN ISLAMIC RAM 


TRADED PREP. OPEN1 
VOLUME CLOSmC PRICE 
JD PRICE 



joroah zPhianT a firms aim 

REST BUM SAVttomWE«MEW fQR BQWXI 
JHDflUl DAM POft XR VHB P gHl 
ARAB BAIfKZRG CORPORATION/ JORDAN 
mUBBLrtiA INVESTMENT BARS. 


UNIVERSAL INSURANCE 
ARAB UTS A ACCIDENT INSURANCE 
JU.HHT3R AZ^ARABZ IRSURAJCCX 
JORDANIAN ELECTRIC POHER 
JORDAN HOTEL t TOURISM 
VEHICLES OWNERS FEDERATION 
ARAB INTERNATIONAL HOTELS 
JORDAN VAT20BAL BH2PP1ND LINES 
JORDAN TODSllSM A APR COMPLEX 

RATIONAL PORTFOLIO SECURITIES 

NEAL ESTATE UVUnilT 
JORDAN OIILF REAL CNlAR INVESTMENT 
prtNA arrmam £ equipments leasznc 
JORDAN UTERNKRONAL TRADZNC CMJgm 
MACBINART EQUIP- RENTING A NAINTIlCARGi 
JaRDAH PRESS FDQNDAXXOR / ALRA'X 
JORDAN PRESS A PURL I £H IRC /AD-DDSTOUR 
UNITED KIDDLE EAST 6 OONHODOAS HOTELS 
THE JORDAN (3MENT FACTORIES 


JORDAN PETROLEUM REfl EARY 
JORDAN TAKA INC 
NOOLBN nmOBZHlEB 
THE INDUSTRIAL COMMERCIAL 
MU PHMMMXOTICU, KNOT 


COMMERCIAL A ACRI CULTURAL 


THE JORDAN PIPES XANOTACTURZNO 
THE PUBLIC WI NZNU 

ARAB C8DUQL DETIRUHNTH IND US T R IES 

SPINNING £ HEAVHK 

JORDAN OLASS INDUSTRIES 

OAR AL DMA DEVELOPMENT 6 INVESTMENT 

ARAB INVESTMENT £ XSERHOIONAL TRADE 

ARAB AUIMZNZIM XN PUST R T 


ARAB PAPER CONVERTING A TRADING 
JORDAN MEDICAL CORPORATION 
NATIONAL STEEL ZSDHSXNE 
NATIONAL ZEmtAOS 


JORDAN CBBKZCAL tNDUSTRXEl 

JOR DAN M D QMOQL UPjg nw 

UKTVERSAL C8EMSCAL INDUS 1 AXES 
JORDAN ZNDDnRXES £ MATCH/ JZMCO 
JORDAN PRECAST CONC RE T E INDUSTRY 
NATIONAL CABLE G TOM HAN UPACTURIRO 
JORDAN NULPBO-C8EMICALS 
ARAB CENTER FOR PHABK- G OBMZCALS 

Jordan ann co. for agrx. a mo prod, 

UNIVERSAL MODERN XNDU9TPXE9 


TOTAL 


97,370 

134.000 139.000 

139.300 

U2,225 

5.000 

5,000 

5.220 

459 

23.500 

25.500 

25.500 

431,017 

1.930 

1.970 

2.050 

19. H6 

3.410 

Je920 

4.000 

2.503 

3.850 

3.650 

3,650 

67.949 

2.450 

2.440 

2.500 

1.665 

3-630 

3.700 

3.700 

13,093 

4.360 

4.380 

4.450 

4.742 

3.Z7D 

3-360 

3.370 

6.683 

5.950 

6-090 

6.100 

13,235 

5.450 

3.490 

3.400 

30.090 

1.500 

1.600 

1.630 

l f 694 

3.640 

3.640 

3.644 

526,170 

2.280 

2.310 

2.390 

219,680 

3.850 

3.860 

3.930- 

33,600 

3.830 

2.700 

2.700 

26,1127 

2.930 

2.930 

2.950 

- 401 

4.260 

4.4O0 

4.400 

87,604 

1.690 

2-670 

1.660 

14.400 

9.000 

9.0OQ 

9.000 

16,075 

5.700 

5.350 

5.700 

31,815 

5.740 

6.900 

5.930 

4,088 

2.270 

2.260 

2.300 

9,231 

0-590 

0.620 

0.620 

31,722 

4.020 

4.040 

4.020 

23,019 

1,700 

1.770 

1.610 

63,684 

0.930 

0.920 

0-9M 

9.43Q 

1-270 

1.350 

1.260 

475 

2.000 

1.900 

1-900 

235 

1.330 

1-350 

1.350 

l, ue 

10.650 

11.180 

11-180 

650 

6-300 

6.600 

6.500 

21.026 

2.210 

2.200 

2.190 

403,343 

3.220 

2.22Q 

3-280 

6,012 

4.500 

4.450 

4.450 

16.937 

10.556 

10.550 

10.560 

13,466 

7.700 

6.000 

8.000 

1,983 

2-730 

2.BOO 

2.840 

61,727 

7.100 

7.100 

7.140 

193,186 

6.110 

6.100 

6-720 

175,027 

7.000 

6.950 

7.020 

1,728 

2.290 

2.200 

3-340 

12,744 

3.570 

3.530 

3.S70 

2,601 

3.060 

3.060 

3.060 

213,125 

22.500 

22.600 

23.150 

381,474 

3.190 

3-210 

3.740 

6,305 

0.700 

0.700 

0.700 

477,972 

14.600 

14.600 

15.330 

182,871 

3.320 

3.350 

3.44p 

11,616 

13.510 

13.600 

13.650 

4,873 

3.270 

3.250 

1.250 

23.001 

2.130 

2.150 

2.120 

495 

0.550 

0.550 

0.550 

86,997 

5.830 

5.820 

5.860 

15.855 

0.930 

0.940 

0.940 

46,326 

4.130 

4.130 

4.170 

203,253 

6.070 

6.100 

6.150 

11,199 

2.880 

2-850 

2.880 

686.975 

9.350 

9-400 

9.030 

14,823 

1.250 

1.250 

1.260 

14,637 

0.61O 

0.600 

0.610 

583,436 

11.700 

21.700 

13-280 

6,240 

4.460 

4.450 

4.460 

59,314 

4.190 

4.220 

4.270 

127,33? 

2-010 

2.020 

2-050 

72,347 

S.240 

3.260 

5.330 

— 




5,675.620 





MO. ON TRADED EHAt 
TRADED TOLUKB IN 


Financial 


« 

Jo^^^es 

i co- onwatia a with 




Swiss Frac 


French Franc 


Japanese Yen 


European Currepy Unit 


wew yotfc 
■ C&ijc 

7/5/93 

Tokyo 

Cfo-ae 

^ 10/5/93 

■ 1.5695 

'7.5(555 

1.5860 

1.5837 

m 

1.4297 

1.4262 

5.3380 

5.5435 ** 



1.2330 



1.2340** 


10/511993 



1 MTU I 3 MTHS 


3.06 


French Franc 


5.68 


7'.43 


4.87 


7.43 



3.18 


8.12 




Md mci tor 


CwiUa l Bank of Jordan 




3.21 

m 

5.75 

5.93 

7.12 

6.62 

4. 68 

4.37 

7.18 

6.62 

3.24 

3.25 

8.81 

7.5 0 


JUOiQJMQer 


Rata BaDatfai 


Currency 


U.5. Dollar 


Sterling Pound 


Deattctac Mark 


10/5/1993 


Offer 


Franc 




French Franc 


Japanese Yen* 


Dutch Guilder 


Swedish Krona 


kalian Lira* 


Belgian Franc 



0.6830 


1.0690 


0.4309 


0.4782 


o.izeo 


.6186 


.3838 


0.0935 


.0469 


0.0209 5 




.1286 


0.6217 


3*57 


0.0940 



Currency 


Bahraini Dinar 


0.0270$ 


10/5/1993 


Offer 


Saadi Riyal 


Kuwaiti Dinar 


Qatari Riyal 


Egyptian Pound 


Omani Riyal 


IFAE Dirham 


Greek Drachma* 


Cypriot Pound 



1.4340 


1.4640 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
on the London Foreign Exchange and bullion markets Monday. 


U.S. SI .00 costs 



One sterling 
One ounce of gold 


1.2222/77 

1.5888/98 

1.7810/20 

1.4322/32 

32.63/65 

5.3400/50 

1457/1459 

110.65/70 

7.2975/3075 

6.6875/975 

6.1100/200 

SI .5520/30 

$356.50/357.00 


Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 


Building a home in Japan 

* * I 

costs triple the U.S. price jotemarket J» a ”ki n 9*l° we€l 

in late a 992 


TOKYO (AP) — As if astrono- 
mical land prices were not 
enough, Japanese also have to 
pay three times as much as Amer- 
icans to buDd a bouse, a research 
institute said Monday. 

Excluding the cost of the land, 
the average housing construction 
cost per 33 square metres is 
about 600,000 yen ($5,450) in 
Japan, compared with about 
200,000 yen ($1,820) for the US. 
equivalent, the Japan Research 
Institute Ltd. said. 

That means if you want to 
construct a 100 square metre 
bouse in Japan, you have to pay 
18 million yen ($163,640), com- 
pared with 6 million yen 
($54350) in the United States, 
die institute said. 

Masaharu Sakuta, general 
manager of the technical advisory 
department at the institute, said it 


was the first time that such a 
comparison was publicised. 

“The report created a great 
sensation here. Z hope it will 
move people a step toward enabl- 
ing diem to own a house at a 
cheaper price,” Mr. Sakuta said. 

Mr. Sakuta said the report, 
carried in die institute's monthly 
report, urged simplification of the 
construction materials distribu- 
tion system and the complicated 
contractual system for housing 
construction. 

But Mr. Sakuta said in the 
report that Japan should not ease 
current earthquake and fire safe- 
ty regulations to make the 
Japanese market more accessible 
to foreign builders. 

U.S. officials have pointed out 
that the regulations create a ma- 
jor barrieT for foreign construc- 
tion firms. 


The report said Japan needs its 
regulations, relatively strict by 
international standards, because 
of its exceptional crowding, soft 
foundation soil and frequent ear- 
thquakes. 

In March, the National Land 
Agency said land prices in Japan 
feu for the second consecutive 
year in 1992, in part because of a 
new land tax and measures to 
discourage speculative buying. 

But owning a bouse or con- 
dominium remained a distant 
dream for many, in particular 
salaried workers living in cities. 

Despite the continued declines 
in land prices, a new 70 square 
metres condominium still costs 
six-and-a-balf times an average 
person’s annual income. 

That was down from a peak of 
8.5 times in 1990. - 


Egypt opts to develop slums 
as a way to curb militancy 



CAIRO (R) — Egypt, alarmed 
by the spread of Muslim fun- 
damentalism among the urban 
poor, has launched a drive to 
bring basic services to millions of 
slum-dwellers whose districts had 
become strongholds for the mili- 
tants. 

The government has 
announced it is allocating about 
$150 million from this and next 
year's budgets to bring roads, 
-water, electricity, health and so- 
cial services to over 400 slum 
areas around the country. 

Many Egyptians were sceptical 
that the grand sounding projects 
would be carried out, but the new 
government attention has im- 
pressed slum residents whose 
contacts with the state have often 
in the past been across the barrel 
of a gun. 

On Sunday, a senior govern- 
ment official walked round Im- 
baba, one of Cairo's biggest 
slums and a former militant stron- 
ghold, listening to residents’ com- 
plaints. 

“It has been an area where 
terrorism can flourish,” Giza 
Governor Abdul Rahim Shehata 
told Reuters by telephone. “It 
has reached the- point where- we 
have to provide services at -a 


minimum level to regain the con- 
fidence of the people.” 

Alarm bells first rang last year 
when Muslim fundamentalist 
organisations swung into action 
after a major earthquake struck 
the capital, providing speedy re- 
lief for slumdwellexs as dty au- 
thorities dragged their feet. 

In December, rattled by repor- 
ts that militants dominated, 
wide areas of the- million-strong 
slum, police arrested over 700 
suspected militants in a dragnet 
operation. Hundreds are still in- 
detention. 

But Imbaba has been quiet m 
recent months and there ms little 
security presence on Sunday. 
Workers were laying tarmac oo a 
main road and prep a ring to plant 
trees along another road. 

Residents said they asked Mr. 
Shehata, who has via ted the area 
twice since he was appointed 
governor two weeks ago, about 
services such as schools, water 
and sewerage. 

“These demands have to be 
met because they are our basic 
rights,” said one man who would 
be identified only as Mohammad. 
"We need more of everything.” 

Another resident, Bakhit Gir- 
gis, said piles of rubbish were - 


cleared the day before the gov- 
ernor’s visit and wrily remarked: 
“They'll be back again in a few 
days time.” , 

Life in Imbaba, once a scenic 
village on the edge of Cairo, is 
unremitting struggle for its resi- 
dents, most of whom came to the 
capital to escape poverty in the 
villages of Upper Egypt. 

Plans to extend running water 
and sewerage have not reached 
many, who have to buy water 
from street sellers. Large families 
are packed into small, crumbling 
apartments and well-paid work 
is hard to find. 

Dusty s tre et s are often turned 
to mud by rain or leaking pipes 
and piles of rubbish two metres 
(yards) high dog up roads and 
can stink m the summer. 

The government has taigetted 
10 provinces on (be edges of 
Cairo, Egypt’s second biggest city 
Alexandria, and in Upper Egypt, 
scene of most of. tile militant 
violence. Officials say they will 
dear some shims altogether. 

Officials who spent months 
issuing lurid threats against Mus- 
lim militants have begun to 
change tack in recent weeks, 
addressing, social problems as 
well as security concerns. 


Indian economy stages recovery 


BOMBAY (AFP) — India's 
gross domestic product (GDP) is 
expected to have grown 4.2 per 
cent after staging a good recovery 
in fiscal 1992-93, which ended in 
March, the central bank has said. 

The main reason for the recov- 
ery were a revival in industrial 
activity and record food grains 
and oilseeds output, the Reserve 
Bank of India (RBI) said in an 
annual report on currency and 
finance. 

The GDP growth rate marked 
a sharp improvement over the 2.5 
per cent growth registered in the 
previous fiscal year. 

Industrial output grew at a rate 
of 3.9 per cent during the first 
eight months (April-November) 
of 1992-93 after a phase of stagna- 
tion in industrial production and 
a decline in agricultural produc- 
tion the previous year, the report 
said. 

The RBI said agricultural pro- 


duction was expected to be five 
per cent higher in 1992-93 in 
contract to a decline of 2.8 per 
cent in 1991-92, adding that the 
year’s industrial revival was in the 
manufacturing, mining and quar- 
rying sectors. 

This energy sector, however, 
recorded a lower growth rate of 
4.6 per cent against 9.6 per cent 
the previous year. 

The RBI said the price situa- 
tion had improved in 1992-93, 
with inflation at 6.7 per cent, 
down from 13.6 per cent in 1991- 
92. But the bank called for a dose 
watch on the movement of prices. 

The report also warned that the 
balance of payments situation 
needed a dose watch, although 
pressures on external payments 
had subsided. 

It said tire trade deficit was 
expected to be more than $6 
biflion m 1992-93, against a little 
over $3 billion estimated for 


1991-92. 

Indian Prime Minister P.V. 
Narasimha Rao recently pro- 
nounced his economic reforms to 
be on the right track and pledged 
to continue the move towards an 
open market. 

“We mean business,” the 71- 
year-old premier said at a trade 
union conference in the eastern 
dty of Cuttack. 

“We may be slow, but we can 
accelerate the pace if necessary,"' 
he said of the reform s launched in 
July 1991, soon after his Congress 
(I) Party came to power. 

The pursuit of reform was like 
walking on a “razor’s edge' but 
there has no alternative, he told 
delegates to the conference orga- 
nised by the Indian National 
Trade Union Congress, a party 
affiliate. 

“We are moving in tire right 
direction," Mr. Rao said. 


in British 

j obs market 

LONDON (R) — Women work- 
ers outnumber men in some areas 
of Britain because of changing 
employment patterns caused, by 
recession, a report published 
Monday said. 

At the end of 1992, 10.6 million 
men had jobs, compared with 
10.1 million women, of whom 4.6 
million worked part-time, said 
the report -by private firm Incom- 
es Data Services. 

In 1979, it said 13.1 million 
men were in employment com- 
pared with 9.4 million women. 

The report said more men suf- 
fered unemployment, with 2.3 
million men out of work at the 
start of 1993, the highest level 
since the 1930s. 

Jobs in the male-dominated 
manufacturing and energy supply 
industries have fallen while the 
service sector has created more 
work for many women. 

Some companies were also 
■starting to replace frill-time work- 
ers with part-time staff, the re- 
port said. 

Areas where more women than 
men had jobs included 
Merseyside in the northwest, 
Hereford and Worcester in cen- 
tral England, Devon and Corn- 
wall in the southwest, Essex in 
the east and the Borders and 
Lothian regions of Scotland. 

“If these trends continue, then 
economic recovery is likely to 
accelerate the shift towards a 
much larger part-time fetnalfe 
work force, employed primarily 
in the service sector." it said. 


Peking ends 
grain, oil 
rationing 

BEUING (R) — Beijing has abo- 
lished ration coupons for gram 
and edible oils, one of the main- 
stays of the old socialist welfare 
state. 

Starting Monday price controls 
were lifted on the capital’s main 
staples, as well as soy sauce, 
vinegar and milk, Chinese news- 
papers reported. They said prices 
are expected to jump between 12 
and 40 per cent. 

Starting in the 1950s Oimese 
workers were issued ration - 
coupons to buy state-subsidised 
food, but the system is fading as a 
result of China's market style 
reforms. 

Many Chinese prefer to shop at 
private markets that have sprung 
up everywhere offering high- 
quality agricultural produce at 
affordable prices. Rationing has 
been abandoned in a number of 
large cities, including Gamgzhon 
and Tianjin, without causing too 
much hardship. 

To soften the blow, Beijing 
state workers will receive an extra 
10 yuan ($2) in their monthly pay 
packets. 

A senior official said last week 
China will take measures to con- 
trol rapid growth and keep infla- 
tion down to eight per cent this 
year, a level that people can. 
endure. 

“The rate of inflation so far this 
year is still within the people's 
endurability limit,” the official 
China Daily quoted the official as 
telling a news conference. “China 
can conrtroi its inflation rate 
under eight per cent this year." 
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Today the Nabil Mashini Theatre hosts 

A1 Fawanis Troupe acting 

"in a play entitled: 

Death of Taybeh 

By: Suheir Fahd, Mohammad Al Qabba- 
ni, Amer A) Khafash 
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On Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays* 

at 9:00 p.m. 

Welcome New World Order 


, Tel.: 625155 


On Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays at 9:00 p.m. 


Please make advance reservation 


BASLE, Switzerland (R) — : 
Lending worries, capital con- 
straints and retrenchment by 
Japanese banks caused a slow- 
down in world banking business 
in the last quarter of 1992; the 
Bank for International Settle- 
ments (BIS) said Tuesday. 

The BIS issued a survey of 
world banking which covers 
banks in the Group of 10 leading 
industrial countries, most of the 
rest of western Europe, and lead- 
ing offshore financial centres. 

Net international financing grew 
by $40 billion in the fourth quar- 
ter, down sharply from $145 bil- 
lion growth in the third quarter 
and $60 billion in last quarter 
1991, it said. 

The BIS said the rebound in 
banking transactions in the third 
quarter of 1992 proved short- 
lived and new bank lending slack- 
ened considerably. 

It blamed the downturn mainly 
on stagnation of credit and mas- 
sive repayments by non-bank 
borrowers on certain local foreign 
currency markets. Lending in 
Asian economies also declined, it 
said. 

Net international bank credit 
grew by $15 billion in the fourth 
quarter, down from $140 billion 


in tiie third and $25 billion in the 
last quarter or 1991. 

In Europe, new position-taking 
and record outflows of mark 
funds fro m Germany more than 
compensated for the unwinding 
of earlier positions taken against 
certain currencies and the retreat 
of Scandinavian banks, it added. 

Elsewhere, the scalling back of 
Japanese banks’ yen business as 
tbe Japanese economy faltered, 
brought expansion in far 'eastern 
centres to a halt, it said. But the 
revival of U.S. banks’ interna- 
tional operations helped Carib- 
bean offshore markets to recover: 

However, tbe international 
bond market was buoyant, with 
investors preferring paper in 
“safe haven” currencies such as 
the dollar and mark, the BIS said. 
Net international bond financing 
expanded by 42.1 biUioo, well -up 
from $17.9 billion in the third 
quarter and $38.9 billion a year 
earlier. 

This chiefly reflected record 
borrowing by governments to re- 
plenish currency reserves or re- 
pay loans afteT tbe exchange mar- 
ket turbulence of the third quar- 
ter and a temporary respite in 
redemption of equity-linked 
issues, tbe BIS said. 


Gulf Arab countries 

develop copyright laws 


ABU DHABI (R) — Gulf Arab 
states, under pressure from 
Washington and others to damp 
down on video pirac y and other 
breaches of copyright, have 
turned for help to a world watch- 
dog set to protect literary and 
artistic works. 

A senior official of tbe Geneva- 
based World Intellectual Proper- 
ty Organisation (WIPO) said re- 
cent copyright laws in Saudi Ara- 
bia and the United Arab Emi- 
rates (UAE) were “welcome de- 
velopments” but much work still 
had to be done in other Gulf 
Arab states. 

Carlos Ballesteros, tfirector of 
WBPO’s developing country divi- 
sion, met Gulf ^Cooperation 
Council (GCC) officials Sunday 
for the first-time to offer guide- 
lines on setting up copyright laws. 

“For long years X Sought to try 


to protect unauthorised use of 
books, art and films. 

“They are not members of any 
international convention up to 
now and we are discussing that 
with them," he added. “We are 
discussing with them ways to im- 
prove their laws.” 

Lawyers said copyright, patent 
and trademark protection was in- 
tended to remove obstacles to 
business with major Western 
trading partners. 

-The GCC groups Saudi Ara- 
bia, Oman, Kuwait, Qatar, 
Bahrain and tbe UAE. 

The United States, their major 
trading partner, has urged tbe 
GCC to adopt intellectual prop- 
erty rights (IPR) laws. U.S. com- 
panies forge a minimum of $156 
million annually from infringe- 
ments in the UAE alone. 

The U.S. Department of Can- 


to come here. We. ksow in tire .. njace “white pa pe r on U.S.- 


Gutf countries there is a lack of 
activity. It is one of the regions of 
the world where we detected 
utter lack of activity,” he told 
Reuters at a copyright seminar 
wkh GCC officials. 

UAE Information Minister 
Khalfan Al Roumi told the semi- 
nar the UAE was issuing regula- 
tions soon to put an end to 
counterfeiting of art and litera- 
ture. 

Tbe UAE last September pas- 
sed a copyright law, making it the 
second GCC country after Saudi 
Arabia to have such legislation. 

The law is intended to put an 
end to pirated videos, audio- 
tapes, other artistic and literary 
works and computer software. 

But Mr. Ballesteros said none 
of the GCC countries were signa- 
tories to the Berne convention of 
guidelines afaunistered by WIPO 


GCC economic and commercial 
issues for the 1990s” urged the 
GCC to “curb tbe flow of piracy 
and coun ter fe i t goods through, 
into and out of the GCC" 

Mr. Ballesteros said WEPO had 
discussions with Omani author- 
ities in February about setting up 
copyright laws. 

“We had a discussion with 
Oman and we feel the authorities 
have a positive attitude to ingraft 
a system of effective protection of 
copyrights j" be said. 

1 Asked whether copyright in- 
fringements were a major prob- 
lem in the GCC, be said: “We 
consider there is (a problem). 
This is why we are trying to 
promote awareness to join the 
international c ommun ity and try 
to have measures of enforcement 
in copyright law... particularly 
with music” 


SEMI-VILLA FOR RENT 

Consisting of three bedrooms, two salons, sitting room, 
two bathrooms, maid's room, garden. Location: Abdoun, 
opposite Olympia Hotel. 

Please call: 811806 or 


FULLY FURNISHED (PENTHOUSE) FOR RENT 

2 bedrooms, modem kitchen, 2 bathrooms, wall-to-wall carpets, 
large terrace around lift, separate central heating, water, 
electricity. Location: 71 aa Ai Afi (behind) Yarmouk Engineering 
Housing (Abi Quohafa Str. 43). Annual rent: JD 4,500. Can be 
rented for shorter period. 

For further Information, piease-call 677788 


FRENCH FOR BEGINNERS 

Learn privately & at your own pace. 

Evening lessons. 

Please call 645866, after 6 p.m. 


ROOF FOR RENT 

One bedroom, 1 bath, living room, dining room. 

Address: Behind Sweet Supermarket. 

For more details call: - 

682097 - 685342 


TO LET 

NEW UNFURNISHED FLAT 

Between 4th-5th Circles, overlooking Wadi Abdoun, 
3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, living, reception, dining, 

American kitchen, store, 2 balconies, separate heat- 
ing & water well. r-r- 

Contact tel. 667083 (9:00-13:00 & 15:00-18:00) 
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osnian ‘allies’ clash again; 

erbia slams door on Karadzic 


SARAJEVO f R) — Muslim and 
Crbat forces clashed in Mostar 
fof the second straight day Mon- 
day as smoke from fires sparked 
by) the fighting drifted over the 
ancient southwest Bosnian city. 

X United Nations spokesman 
sz;. f the battles between the erst- 
wtjilf allies were a cause of grave 
concern as there was a danger the 
fighting could spread to other 
ar$as of central Bosnia. 

Belgrade meanwhile stepped 
up> pressure on the Bosnian Serbs 
to-aocept an international peace 
plan for Bosnia by banning senior 
rebel Serbs, including their leader 
Radovan Karadzic, from crossing 
the frontier into Serbia. 

”We are very sad about that 
decision of Yugoslavia," Dr. 
Karadzic told Reuters Television, 
“tye know that they are squeezed 
and blackmailed but still it's too 
strong a measure.’' 

In a report from the besieged 
town of Zepa. U.N. military 
observers said thousands of peo- 
ple had fled the eastern Bosnian 
enclave after several days of bom- 
bardment by the Bosnian Serbs, 
leaving only SO people in tbe 
twon. 

Zepa’s original population of 
6,000 was swollen to an estimated 
30-000 by an influx of refugees 
from other Muslim areas in the 
region that have been rolled up 
by; advancing Serb forces. 

U.N. Protection Force spokes- 
man Commander Barry Frewer, 
giving details of what the obser- 
vers had found, said: “Tbe 
township itself is almost deserted. 
The majority of the houses have 
been badly damaged.’' 

He added: "There has been hea\y 
fighting, heavy shelling, people 
have fled imo die hills. " 

John MacMillan, a spokesman, 
for tbe U.N. High Commissioner 


for Refugees, said: “If the situa- 
( tion as reported in Zepa is correct 
then it is a human catastrophe of 
the greatest magnitude. 

“If there are only SO people 
wandering around in a town 
which had 6,000 people then it 
boggles tbe mind what will be 
necessary to provide them with 
humanitarian aid.'' 

Tbe observers' report, relayed 
by U.N. spokesman Commander 
Frewer, was die first independent 
confirmation of Muslim claims 
that Zepa came under fierce Serb 
shelling' from last Tuesday. 

The Bosnian Serb and Muslim- 
led government army agreed on 
Saturday to declare Zepa and 
another enclave, Srebrenica, de- 
militarised areas. 

Their commanders also signed 
a general ceasefire for their forces 
in Bosnia. The truce appeared to 
be generally holding Monday, 
with only 12 artillery impacts 
recorded in Sarajevo by the Un- 
ited Nations Protection Force. 

That agreement did not include 
die Bosnian Croats, whom the 
U.N. blamed for starting tbe 
latest bout of dose-quarter fight- 
ing with Muslim forces in Mostar 
Sunday. 

The Bosnian Croat Forces 
(HVO) rounded up about 400 
Muslims from the town and were 
bolding them prisoner in a village 
outside Mostar, a U.N. spokes- 
man said. 

Muslim-controlled Sarajevo 
Radio, which accused the HVO 
of “ethnic cleansing” in the city, 
also reported that the Bosnian 
government had called on all 
able-bodied men to join its forces 
in Mostar. 

Croatia, which rejects sugges- 
tions that it is involved in the war 
in neighbouring Bosnia, called on 


Croat and Muslim leaders to stop 
die fighting, which breached a 
Muslim-Croat ceasefire agree- 
ment reached in Zagreb two 
weeks ago. 

“I- condemn most sharply the 
armed conflicts between Muslims 
and Croats, and call on you to 
make every effort to bring them 
to an end,'* said Croatian Presi- 
dent Franjo Tudjman in a letter 
to Bosnian President Alija Izet- 
begovic and Bosnian Croat leader 
Mate Bo ban. 

Tbe U.N. said it was worried 
the Mostar fighting could upset a 
fragile _ Muslim-Croat truce in 
nearby central Bosnia. 

“This is of the gravest con- 
cern,” said Commander Frewer. 
“If it continues it has the poten- 
tial to destabilise our previous 
ceasefire. It has tbe potential, if 
not checked, of creeping north- 
wards into central Bosnia.'* 

Tbe public slap in the face 
delivered to Dr. Karadzic by 
Serbian-led Yugoslavia appeared 
to be a direct retaliation for Dr. 
Karadzic's re fiisal to bow to 
pressure from Serbian President 
Slobodan Milosevic to sign die 
Bosnian peace plan. 

By barring him from entry into 
neighbouring Serbia, Mr. 
Milosevic appeared to have effec- 
tively confined Dr. Karadzic 
within his self-dedared rebel Serb 
Republic. 

European Community (EC) 
foreign ministers met Monday to 
discuss bow to pressure Bosnian 
Serbs into accepting an interna- 
tional peace plan that would end 
tbe 13-montb-old war, including 
the possible use of force. 

But a new ceasefire pact and 
renewed fighting between Croats 
and Muslims have taken some of 
the urgency from discussions ab- 


out whether die West should us£ 
limited military force such as air 
strikes in Bosnia. i 

International mediator Lord 
Owen, one erf the chief architects 
of tbe peace plan, said it was too 
early to say whether Serbia would 
honour a pledge to cot off sup- 
plies to the Bosnian Serbs who 
rejected tbe plan last week. 

But he said there were signs 
that Serbia was no longer trying 
to ride what he called “the 
dangerous tiger of nationalism” 
and that the West should focus 
more on the peace plan than on 
the debate about rmfitary in- 
tervention. ! 

“You don't want military ac- 
tion to be seen as a solution to the 
problem. It is not,” he told repor- 
ters before briefing the 12 EG 
nations. 

EC ministers arriving for the 
meeting said they hoped the new 
U.N.-brokered ceasefire between 
government forces and the Bos- 
nian Serbs, to which the Croats 
were not party, wonld hold, ! 

British Foreign Secretary 
Douglas Hurd told reporters the 
West was still not ruling out any 
options, including that of military 
action, to try and force an end to 
the war. 

I 

But be said efforts should now 
focus on making sure Serbia kept 
its promise to cut off vital sop- 
plies from the Bosnian Serbs aftqr 
their rejection last week of the 
U.N. -sponsored peace plan thdt 
would divide Bosnia into 10 re- 


gions. ; 

“The emphasis now is on pressj- 
nre on the Bosnian Serbs via 
Serbia,” Mr. Hurd said. ' ; 

“We have to ‘test that... we 
have to be sore that (Serbian 
President Slobodan Milosevic) ts 
applying the pres sure ." 


Little cheer as Mitterrand marks 12 years in power 


PARIS (R) — When French 
President Francois Mitterrand 
took power exactly 12 years ago, 
he told his outgoing predecessor 
Valery Giscard d‘Estaing at their 
handover: “Your only mistake 
was to run again.” 

Mr. Mitterrand may now wish 
be had heeded his own advice. 
Five years into his second seven- 
year term, his public standing has 
never been lower, be is sharing 
power with a hostile conservative 
government and erne of his oldest - 
allies, former Prime Min ister 
Pierre Beregovoy, has just kfll&T 
himse lf. 

There was no talk of celebra- 
tion- Monday, the 12th 
anniversary of the watershed 
election which swept Mr. Mitter- 
rand to power and heralded the 
start of a long but now tarnished 
period of Socialist rule after 23 
years of conservativism. 

The 76-year-old president was 
expected to mark the occasion 


only with a discreet dinner with 
dose associates. 

The main event of the day, an 
emergency budget being 
announced by new Prime Minis- 
ter Edouard Balladur, was being 
portrayed in the press as an “in- 
voke” listing the shortcomings of 
the Socialists' economic policy. 

Although Mr. Bahadur is said 
by economists to have as little 
room for manoeuvre as his prede- 
cessor Mr. Beregovoy in bringing 
down France's yawning budget 
and sodaLsecurity fund defidts, 
he can lean on soaring popularity 

— currently around 70 per cent 

— to push through unpopular 
measures like tax increases. 

Mr. Mitterrand’s popularity, 
by contrast, was put at around 34 
per cent in a poll published in last 
weekend's Figaro magazine. 

Mr. Beregovoy's suicide on 
May 1, coining less than five 
weeks after the Socialists went 


down to humiliating electoral de- 
feat against the centre-right, has 
cast a long shadow over tbe end 
of the Mitterrand era. 

“Beregovoy’s death... has pot 
the end of his tenure under a 
mourning cloud,” said the news 
magazine Le Point this week. 

The president’s record has 
already been marred by Socialist 
Party corruption scandals and a 
perceived loss of touch in both 
domestic and foreign policy. He 
also has prostate cancer. 

. .Mr. -Mitterrand won wider 
spread respect for a powerful 
funeral oration for Mr. Beregov- 
oy, delivered with an unusually 
demonstrative mixture of tears 
and anger. Bnt be also came 
under fire for an indirect attack 
on tbe press. 

He said Mr. Beregovoy's hon- 
our, tarnished by media reports 
of a large interest-free loan he 
had taken from a financier later 


charged with insider trading, had 
been “thrown to the dogs." 

The media has fought back 
vigorously, saying they had mere! 
ly reported the facts while Mrl 
Beregovoy’s associates appeared 
to have left him in the lurch after 
the elections. 

Mr. Mitterrand himself has 
been dogged by rep ort s , winch 
bis office has neither confirmed 
nor denied, that be refused to 
return Mr. Beregovoy’s cab until 
two days before his death. 

The fight for the presid en ti al 
succession in 1995 has begun in 
earnest, with Mr. Mfttemnd'i 
longtime conservative rival Jab- 


be tours the c o unt ry. ! 

“I feel completely at ease with 
myself,” Mr. Chirac told the 
newspaper Le Figaro at an inter- 
view published Monday. It is 4 
feeling Mr. Mitterrand must 
envy. ‘ ; 



Russian defence minister in Turkey 

ANKARA (AP) — The Russian Defence Minister arrived 
Monday for a five-day stop and the first formal visit in two 
centuries by an official fom Russia, a traditional foe of Turkey. 
Turkey s Defence Minister, Nevzal Ayaz, mm tbe countries 
woWd sign a military cooperation agreement under a broader 
accord reached a year ago. He said he and his Russian 
coaflterpart, Pavel Grachev, also would discuss the Armenia- 
Azerbaijan conflict and the strife between Bosnian Serbs and 
Muslims. “We aim to promote ties with every country which 
rejects aggression as a policy ... and in this context. Turkey is a 
country to which we attach special importance,” Mr. Grachev 
said at the airport. Turkey, which has dose ethnic bonds with 
Azerbaijan, has recently launched a joint initiative with the 
United States and Russia to end the five-year conflict between its 
Caucasian neighbours over the enclave of Nagorno-Karabakh. It 
has also supported U.S. calls for military intervention to end the 
Serb attacks on Turkey's fellow Muslims in Bosnia- Herzegovina. 

Corsica rocked by 6 blasts 

■ ■ ■ 

AJACCIO. France (AFP) — Six bomb explosions rocked Corsica 
1 early Monday, causing extensive damage to offices of the regional 
administration and homes belonging to island poiitidans, police 
saidl No one was hurt in the attacks, but the junior prefect 
(governor) was in his offices in Sartene, southern Corsica, when 
while three explosions ripped through the building. Two villas 
belonging to Socialist poiitidans on the island were damaged in 
separate bombings, a restaurant and two homes belonging to 
nationals from the French mainland were serve rely damaged in 
another explosion. Sources on the island said the attacks were not 
politically motivated and did not aim to send a message to the new 
centre-right government of Prime Minister Edouard Balladur. 

Twisters strike Texas 

NEW YORK (AP) — Residents of an Oklahoma city neighbour- 
hood watched helplessly as a flash flood swept a man and a young 
girl.out of a car to their apparent deaths. A woman left behind 
drowned as water from a raging creek filled the automobile. 
"God, what could anybody do?” said one horrified bystander, 
Sandra Niles. “I wanted to jump in, but I knew if I did that would 
be the end of me.” Violent storms that stretched across the 
southern plains over the weekend sent rivers and creeks spilling 
over their banks in Kansas and Oklahoma. Meanwhile, tornadoes 
smashed into the Dallas area Sunday, killing at least one person 
and injuring more tbdn 60 others. In Suburban Wylie, 40 
kilometres northeast of Dallas, the tornado cut through the 
town’s business centre and forced the closure of a hospital. One 
person was found dead at a mobile home park, said dty manager 
Steve Norwood. 

Success is near in transition — De Klerk 

JOHANNESBURG (R) — President F. W. De Klerk said 
Monday South Africa was on the verge of a breakthrough in its 
transition to democracy. “I believe that our vision of a just, stable 
and prosperous South Africa will soon become a reality,” he told 
a conference on cereal science ra Pretoria. “We are on the brink 
of a breakthrough.” He did not elaborate, but South Africa's 
main political players committed themselves Friday to holding the 
country's first all-race elections within 12 months. Tbe govern- 


ment the African National Congress, tbe Inkatha Freedom Party 

and other groups participating in democracy negotiations adopted 
a declaration of intent saying they would agree broad constitu- 
tional principles within four weeks. Only' two of the 26 delega- 
tions, tbe right-wing white Conservative Party and tbe tiny black 
homeland of CSskei, opposed the declaration. 

21 die in Bangkok toy factory fire ! 

j 

BANGKOK (AFP) — At least 21 people died and more than 100 
were injured when fire swept through a Bangkok toy factory ] 
Monday, the state-run Thai News Agency said. Fire fighters were ! 
still trying to put out the blaze at tbe doll factory early evening,' ’ 
and until they did it was impossible to determine the exact ' 
n umbe r of casualties, a police officer said. An official at a local j 
hospital said more than 100 factoiy workers, most of: them ■ 
women, were injured either by the fire or while jumping from 
windows of the four-storey building to escape the flames. A 
distraught survivor told a local radio station that she was working : 
with about 800 people on the fourth floor of the buflding when the 
fire broke out mid afternoon. The factory collapsed during the 
blaze and rescue workers at the scene told reporters they were 
sure more bodies would be found in the rubble. 

Campbell leads in Canada leadership race 

\ 

OTTAWA (R) — Canadian Defence Minister Kim Campbell has ! 
a commanding lead over her main rival Environment Minister j 
Jean Charest in the race to succeed Brian Mnlroney as Conserva- j 
five Party and prime minister, a survey showed. As selection of j 
delegates to a party convention dosed at the weekend, the j 
Canadian press news agency said Mr. Campbell had 44 per cent of \ 
the committed delegates and Mr. Charest 24 per cent. However, j 
the survey showed another 27 per cent of the delegates were still ^ 
undecided and could back either candidate at file convention that { 
mil pick Mr. Mulroney's successor on June 13 in Ottawa. “We are ! 
on target, " Mr. Campbell's campaign spokesman Denis Boucher ; 
said in an interview. “We have sufficient delegates to win tbe i 
Conservative leadership but we are not taking anything for . 
granted.” 

■ 

Indonesian envoy to Paris dies 

■ 

PARIS (AFP) — Indonesia’s ambassador to France, Doddy 
Achdiat Tisna Amidjaja, has tied m hospital after undergoing 
surgery, the Indonesian embassy said here Monday. Mr. Antid- 
jaja, who had a heart condition, died last Wednesday. He had j 
been under treatment in a German hospital, the embassy added, i 
He had been posted in Paris since June 1989. j 

28 kidnappers 9 soldier killed in Philippines I 

BASILAN, Philippines (AP) — Government troops pursuing 
Muslims who had kidnapped a Spanish priest killed 28 in weekend 
dashes, officials said Monday. A soldier was also killed in one gun 
battle. The priest, the Rev. Bernardo Blanco, 65, of Zamora = 
province in Spain, escaped last Wednesday after 48 days of 
captivity. The military then ordered a full-scale attack on the j 
kidnappers. Mayor Leonardo Pioquiuto of the capital town of ; 
Isabela on Basflan Island said 18 kidnappers were kuled in a dash 
Friday in nearby Kapayawan town. Isabela is about 880 j 
kilometres (550 miles) south of Manila. Another nine kidnappers : 
were slain Sunday in another village in' Kapayawan. \ 






era to a young protecting the b«ie*ed town of Zepa for which he fa 

gratitude for about to depart (AFP photo) 


Politicians 
who lost get 

counselling f 

CANBERRA (AP) - Unbare* 
poiitidans voted out of otfuc 
here are seeking _psyvho ng _ 
help. The Association of Former 
Members of the Parliament o 
Australia said Monday u ta* 
hired a sports psychologist for 
counselling- “It is not easy to 
adjust after the hectic hfc of long 
hours, travel and dedication to 
public duty,” said Tony Lamb, 
secretary of the association. 
Sports psychologist Jeffrey Bono 
said a politician who loses at the 
polls can suffer as much as a tot 
athlete who loses at the Olym- 
pics. ‘They’re both high achicv- 
Src.” be said. ‘‘They're very 


Cambodia royalists attack Khmer Rouge 

m a J _ m m .1 . M m ^ ■- 


PHNOM PENH (Agencies) — 
Royalist Cam bodian guerrillas 
and the hardSne Khmer Rouge, 
long-time allies in their country's 
civil war, exchanged artillery fixe 
over the weekend in the north- 
west, U.N. officials said Monday. 

The fighting was apparently 
prompted by the killing of a 
Japanese police officer by Khmer 
Rouge guerrillas in a zone nomi- 
nally controlled by tbe monarch- 
ist forces on May 4, they said. 

A senior officer at the head- 
quarters of the U.N. Transitional 
Authority in Cambodia (UN- 
TAC) said it appeared that goer- 1 
rfllas of ANKI (the Royalist 
Army for an Independent Kam- 
puchea) had fired the first shots. 

The artillery exchanges took 
place in Ampil district of Banteay 
Meancbey province dose to the 


due no rth w est of the capital 

TH in ~n DmL 

rnnocn * cuo* 

“It would appear that it was 
after the ambush of the Japanese 
and Dutch that they (the guerrilla 
factions) fell out of accord,” a 
U.N. officer said. 

Tbe Japanese policeman was 
lolled when the Khmer Rouge 
attacked a U.N. convoy in me 
guerrilla zone. Two Ja p a ne se 
police officers and five Dutch 
marine commandos were wound- 


ANK3 and tbe Khmer Rouge 


were allied, albeit sometimes, un- 
easily, throughout the 13 year 
civil war winch ended in 1991 
when all four rival factions signed 
a UJS .-sponsored peace agree- 
ment. 

The accord paved the way for 
the deployment of the 22,000- 
strong UNTAC force to organise 
elections scheduled for May 23- 
27. 

The Khmer Rouge is rejecting 
patidpatian ■ in the elections 
saying they will serve only to 
legitimise the Hanoi-installed 
Phnom Penh government, its 
sworn enemy. 

The radical guerrilla group has 
vowed to use violence to disrupt 
the poll. 

The guerrillas have staged 
attacks in northwest, central, 
southern and eastern provinces in 
the past week. 

Soldiers from the Pakistan 


least two Khmer Rouge attackers 
and wounded several others in- 
volved in an assault on their 
position at Chom Kasanh in far 
north Preah Vihear province 
Saturday. 

“The attackers first attacked at 
5 un. using mortars and small 
arms. The peacekeepers returned 
fire forcing their assailants to 
withdraw,” a U.N. spokesman 
said. 

He said two subsequent Khmer 


Rouge attacks were repulsed and 
that one peacekeeper was lightly 
wounded by shrapnel In the back.^ 

U.N. buildings and vehicles 
were damaged during the attack, 
he said. 

Meanwhile, a Japanese cabinet 
minister asked the U.N. mission 
duet Monday for increased secur- 
ity for Japanese peacekeepers, 
some of whom want to be with- 
drawn in Che face of escalating 
violence. 

The U.N. Chief, Yasusbi 
Akashi, who is also Japanese, 
told reporters, “the outcome is 
very good” after nearly two hours 
of talks with Home Affairs Minis- 
ter Keijiro Murata, 

U.N. officials have attempted' 
to play down Mr. Murata’s visit 
as it dearly indicates Japan is 
questioning the U.N. mission's 
ability to protect its members 
during U.N.-spo nsor ed elections. 

In Tokyo. Defence Minister 
Toshio Nafcayama said Monday* 
he may order Japanese troops to 
withdraw from Cambodia if vio- 
lence continues after U.N.- 
sponsored elections scheduled for 
late May. 

Mr. Nakayoma told a news 
conference an elected govern- 
ment in Cambodia would not 
necessarily bring an end to the 
attacks in which two Japanese^ a 
civilian volunteer and a police 
officer, have died. 


2 more join Pakistan interim cabinet 


ISLAMABAD (AFP) — Prime 
Monster BaDdi Sber Mazari has 
inducted two more cabinet lewd 
officials, rasing the s t re n gth of' 
Ms caretaker g ov ernmen t to 60, 
officials here said Monday. 

Abdul GhafourHoti was sworn 


Mr.. Ishaq Khan during a bitter 
three-month tussle on the pres- 
idency's sweeping powers which 
damned with the last mouth's 
ifiarniwl of the refo rm is t prime 


while Khwaja Tariq Rahim was 
named a special assistant to the 
prime minister with the rank of 
minister, they said. 

Mr. Mazari, 65, was appointed 
caretaker prime minister for 90 
days by President Ghulam Ishaq 
Khan after he sacked Premier 
Nawaz Sharif and dissolved the 
National Assembly on April 18. 

He had already 58 members in 
Ms cabinet, described as the 
largest in tbe country's political 
Instory. 

His broadbased set-up, called a 
g ov e rnmen t of “national consen- 
sus,” is a multi-party coalition of 
heterogeneous elements, mostly 
opposed to the former prime 


He was aspiring for tbe FML 
presidency which feu vacant with 
the death of Mohammad Khan 
Junejo in March. 

But in a surprising move tbe 
pro-president PML Sunday 
elected Communication Minister 
Hamid Nasir Chattha its presi- 
dent. 

Mr. Chattha had fired the first 
salvo against Mr. Sharif when he 
resigned as former planning 
minister. Eight more deserted 
Mr. Sharif later, splitting the 
FML in pro- and anti-president 
camps. 

Analysts said Mr. Hoti had 


been given the i m port an t Interior 
Ministry after be failed to eet the 


Defending the record size of 
his cabinet, Mr. Mazari had said 
it would eliminate tire possibility 
of fraud in elections set for July 
14. 

New Interior Minister Hoti had 
been leading the dissident fac- 
tion of Mr. Sharif's Pakistan Mus- 
lim League (FML) winch backed 


Ministry after be failed to get the 
{arty presidency. 

Mr. Rahim is a dose aide of 
former opposition leader Benazir 
Bhutto whose party has joined 
the caretaker government in 
strength. 

Ms. Bhutto denied Sunday she 
had sacrificed her political ideals 
by working with the president 
who dismissed her government 
and accused her of co r rup ti on. 

In an interview with the British 


Broadcasting Corporation's 
Breakfast With Frost program- 
me, Ms. Bhutto said she had no 
real choice but to work with Mr.' 
Ishaq Khan. 

. “I think one has to deal with 
the art of the possible,” said Ms. 
Bhutto, who vigorously denies 
the corruption charges. 

Ms. Bhutto said the elections 
were an opportunity for the 
opposition. 

“We have a certain situation in 
Pakistan and then we ourselves 
have been calling for elections. 
We can hardly turn around and 
say to the president we no longer 
want these elections we’ve always 
been demanding,” she said. 

Ms. Bhutto said she and her 
husband, who still face criminal 
charges that she says were 
tramped up, had refused to leave 
politics in 1990 at the request of 
the .government. 

“We didn't bargain for 
ourselves. We could have made a 
personal deal at any time,” she 


“I was told that if I didn’t my 
husband would be arrested and 
cases would be made against me. 
“When asked who had made the 
threats, Ms. Bhutto answered: 
“It was the whole, the president, 
the prime minister , everybody 
was together at that time.” 


Peru general charged with insubordination 


LIMA (R) — Peru’s highest 
military court has charged a 
general who fled the country with 
insubordination and other crimes 
for accusing the head . of the 
armed forces of having links with 
a death squad. 

The Supreme Council of Milit- 
ary Justice said General Rodolfo 
Robles had accused army chief 
General Nicolas Herrooza and 
other officers of committing 
“punishable and d ish on ou rable 
acts without providing any proof 
whatsoever.” 

It said Gen. Robles, who fled 
to Argentina Friday, had known 

tiie council was investigating the 
disappearance of nine students 
and a professor last July but 
neglected to pass along related 
information to investigators. - 

Gen. Robles was charged with 
insubordination, i ns u lting a su- 
perior, abuse of authority, false- 
hood, causing harm to the nation 
and desertion. 

His two sons, both army offic- 
ers who acco mp anied Gen. Ro- 
bles to Buenos Aires after he 
claimed they were being 
threatened, were -also charged 
with desertion. 

In a teforisaon interview Satur- 
day Gen. Robles reiterated ex- 
plosive charges contained in a 
document handed to the press 
before he flew to Argentina Fri- 
day. 

Hie charged that Gen. Hermo- 
za was aware that an army intelli- 


gence unit, coordinated by 
National Intelligence Service 
officer Vladfrnrro Montesinos, 
was carrying out operations in- 
volving rights abuses. 

He said the alleged death 
squad had killed nine, students 

. and a professor at a university last 
July and 14 people at a fond- 
nusin^paity in uma in Novem- 

Ncither Gen. Hermoza nor 
Gen. Montesinos, who rarely 
appears in public, ^‘ave com-, 
merited on the charges. But on 
Thursday the army said it would 
send the document to tbe military 
court “despite tbe falsehoods of 
the charges it contains.” 

Gen. Robles said he learned of 
the killings in Janaary and only 
made the information public 
when he realised there would be 
no kttempt at a serious investiga- 
tion by -the mfliteiy. 

“I am denouncing this before 
international public opinion and 
if necessary I will go the United 
States or wherever,” he sakL 
when asked if he Would testify 
before the U.S. Congress. ' 

The United States has focused 
on the November 1991 killings as 
wen as eight other human nrits 
«ses, saying it would fike to see 
fire cases thoroughly investigated 
before providing further 'econo- 
mic aid to Peni. 

Well-informed diplomats have 
spoken of an unw2fingness by the 


Peruvian government to press 
ahead with tbe probe. 

Meanwhile the mothers of two 
Peruvian journalists detained on 
terrorism charges joined five 
others in their fifth day of a 
hunger strike Sunday to demand 
the release of eight detained jour- 
nalists. 

The mothers of Rosa Neyra and 
Jose Alvarez, two journalists who 
worked for the now-defunct 
newspaper Cambio, began tire 
strike sponsored by the Journal- 
ists Gmld Sunday, Guild Dean 
Miguel Angel Calderon said. 

Three of the strikers had been 
taken to local clinics at the 
weekend due to their fragile 
health, he said. 

“Peru’s judiciary, which has 
yet to resolve the case of fo£ 
louraahp win be held responsi- 

he said* 6 ° f ^ ” 

President Alberto Fujimori at 
the weekend reiterated bis belief 
that. DauBo Quijano, a journalist 
forLa Republic* newspaper con- 
demned last month on terrorism 
Charges, is innocent. 

Bm he raid the case is in the 

Danas of tbe coarts. 

** e ‘* ht have been 
to^b^n-terrorism police to 

^ T “I^ Amaru Re- 

v ™™h°naiy Movement. 

TJe hunger strikers also called 

I° r ^? pr ? ssfrett,omaDd *eend 
towhatit caDed harass*™/ * 

journalists and media outlets. 


mun . v 

politicians from the 22-2- member 
parliament in a March 13 general 
election. Another 18 retired be- 
fore voting started. 

Malaysian deputy 
prime minister’s 
car stolen 

KUALA LUMPUR (AP) - A 
hitchhiker has stolen Deputy 
Prime Minister Ghafar Babn s 
official Mercedes Benz* Kuala 
Lumpur's police chief said. Chief 
Henry Chin said Mr. Ghafar's 
driver reported that when he was 
caught in a traffic jam last Friday, 
a man asked for a lift. The drived 
later stopped at a bank to cash a 
check, leaving the man in the car 
and the engine running. Chief 
Chin said. When the driver came 
out of the bank, the cur had 
disappeared, the police chief 
said. He said police were looking 
for the man and the car. 

House burns while 
teenagers play 
computer games 

NORTH TID WORTH. England 
(R) — Two teenager British 
brothers were so absorbed in 
their computer game that they 
failed to notice their house was 
on fire, the family said. Wayne 
Turner, 19, and his 17-year-old 
brother James left their toast to 
bum under a grill white they 
played with the game. A fire 
broke out and spread to most of 
the lower floor of their bouse in 
southwestern England. “I felt 
tike throwing the game out of dm 
window but I didn't have any 
windows left,” their mot tor, 
Susan Turner, told reporters* 

English punter 
wins $790,000 in 
record bet 

LONDON (R) — An English 
businessman won £500.000 
($790,000) in a world record soc- 
cer bet Saturday night after Car- 
diff clinched promotion from di- 
vision three. Jimmy Wright, a 
77-year-old coach firm owner, 
scooped bis fortune after laying a 
£1,000 ($1,580) bet with a book- 
maker in August predicting Car- 
diff, Stoke and Newcastle would 
win their respective English 
League titles. Newcastle and 
Stoke had already secured prom- 
otion from division one and two’- 
respectively, and Cardiff obliged 
with a 3-0 win at Scunthorpe. 

Immigrant resorts 
to fax terrorism’ 

In Sweden 

STOCKHOLM (R) — ^ man 
'seeking Swedish citizenship re- 
sorted to what police called “fax 
terrorism'' in a desperate attempt 
to bring his case to the attention 
of immigration authorities — and 
finaily got his papers. “He sent 
fax after fax, kilo after kilo of 
p&pcr so no one could set 
through” said Nils Nilsson * 


where the immigration board a 
ocated. The faxes saidu 

Director-general, get a move otf 
your workers. He been 
charged with conduct likely to 
cause a breach of the new* 

He was la,er w-J 

Parents charged 

over baby in 

microwave 

(R) — A 7-week 
old baby was “nuked” in a nric- 

ro^oven forrwo seconds but 
suffcrcd w> ^ iU effects, a newspao- 
orjnqported Friday. The chMs 

^ n S f ^ r L* h ? , * cd with neg- 
5* J 0 ** fine. TheyV 

?* k,n J5 * Wg dedi out of no 
thing, foe father, Timothy Ket 

assaying 

Po *»-Gaz«« 

£*babv was placed in the mie~ 
by foe infant’s 14-year- 
^dcomn, whOMid he did im* 

gr '.fe WM <*"*ed with ndlf, 
Jess endangerment and was sen 

drat ISiT™ clinic - Theind- 
dent took place on April 21 but 

nuZ.y'T™ * *■ ■»* 
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Mujahedeen in standoff on strategic Salang Highway 


***** 


(AFP) q S H ;. Afghanistan 

onveir^T, 0 ?!^ the tunre! of th « 

poured fighting vehicle prot- 

meS^^^ 0011 ? leve1 ' wS its 
' due t barTeI Pointing 

■ bSnker^ aW ^ yV ^ bI y 

tbe “JW" snarls a 

e-IslanlTu^ 16 !^] 13 of He zh- 
e Mam Mujahttlecn faction led 

. ty Gulbuddin Hekmatyar, the 

country s prime minister desig- 

. guerrilla is clutching a 

Kalashnikov assault rifle attached 

ra / e n *ght-vision scope, 

; and like the rest of his squad ai 
this frontline chekpost, he car- 
- spare AK-47 magazines and 
hand grenades in elaborate hand- 
tooled leather pouches si nine 
around his chest. 

These Hezb are based in Qara- 
* bagh, a village about 45 
kilometres north of the Afghan 
capital Kabul, and their enemy 
are Mujahedeen of Jamiat-e- 
islami, dug-in just two kilometres 
up dus, the strategic Salang High- 

From the east, west and south 
uie roads leading into Kabul are 
blockaded by Hezb commanders, 
preventing essential supplies 
[rom reaching the capital, but 
here in the north, due to pre- 


emptive measures by Ahmad 
Shah Masood, the Jamiat guerril- 
la genius turned defence minister. 
Hezb has been largely neutral- 
ised. 

The squabble between Mr. 
'Hekmatyar and Mr. Masood is 
a deep-rooted one, pre-dating die 
Mujahedeen April 1992 victory 
over the Moscow-badted Afghan 
communist regime. 

.But Mr. Hekmatyar -is 
punishing Kabul with this block- 
ade because of the rejection of his 
cabinet proposals by the Afghan 
president and Jamiat leader, 
Burhanuddin RabbanL 

Qarabagh is the headquarters 
of Hezb commander AbduL 
Karim Abed, known as Karim 
Khan, whom Defence Ministry 
officials claim is among the 7,000 
Hezb Mujahedeen who. recently 
defected to the Jamiat side. 

Most of this number are 
alleged to come from the neigh- 
bouring provinces of Parwan and 
Kapisa but the Hezb smper.ar the 
BMP-1 cbeckpost dismisses these 
claims as “propaganda.” 

“We lost between 400-700 
only, and many of these who 
were bought off have snitched 
back to our side again,” the Hezb 
gunman said. 

“Karim has not joined 
Jamiat,” he added, “if he had this 
road would be open 'for govern- 


«tft> ROYALJORDAN1AN fcZ&S 


Royal Jordanian is seeking to employ young, ambi- 
tious and hardworking individuals to work in .its 

business establishments in and outside Jordan. 

■ 

Interested candidates must meet the following pre- 
requisites: 

- Must have a B.A. degree in business administra- 
tion or related discipline. An MBA in business 
administration or related area is preferred E.G. 
management, economics, marketing, and fi- 
nance. 

- Must be (27) years of age or less. 

- Proficiency in English is a must and knowledge of 
other languages is an asset. 

- Medically fit. 

Only qualified Jordanian candidates need to 
apply not later than end of May 1993: 

Royal Jordanian, 

Recruitment Section, . 

P.O.Box; ,(302) sJiv, - ~ 

^ Atnman^ Jordan-^-' ; IP 
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FIRST CLASS INDIAN 


Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
' available 

Open Daily 12.30-3.30 pm 

•7.30-11*30 pm i 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 
Ibwards 3rd circle ■ " i 


menr convoys.” 

It is not ck-ar why non-military 
transport freely pfy the Salang 
Highway connecting the northern 
capitals Mazar-e-Sharif, Kunduz 
astd PuJ-e-Khumri with Kabul, 
but some Hezb commanders on 
the roadside indicated they were 
not strong enough to effect a 
complete blockade. 

But the free passage of civilian 
vehicles is not without cost. 

Once infamous for its highway 
robbers, the stretch of road be- 


tween Qarabagh and Kabul is 
now relatively safe, apparently 
due to the example set by Mr* 
Masood *s punitive measures 
against Hezb in Parwan-Kapisa. 

Buf elesewhere, even in 
Jamiat -con trolled stretches of tile 
Salang Highway, local Mujahe- 
deen commanders still exact a 
“toll” from passing vehicles. 

From the Jamiat cbeckpost fac- 
ing the Hezb frontline at Qara- 
bagh, and from both Hezb and 
Jamiat groups which share con- 


trol of the village of Sarai Khoja a 
few kilometres (miles) to the 
south, one truck driver was 
obliged to pay the equivalent 
sums of $50 and £90 respectively 
to the guards. 

Perhaps the peope of Sarai 
Khoja need some special source 
of income, as their village, 
formerly a district headquarters 
with a thriving bazaar fed from 
the profits of the extensive sur- 
rounding vineyards, is now a 
bombed-out shell. 
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the american language center 

IS PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE ITS 
12 JUNE - 3 AUGUST SESSION 


- Adult, afternoon and evening courses 
General English Skills* 







d Communication, 

Academic Study Skills/Writing, 


Levels 1-6 
Level 6 
Level 7 
Level 7 
Level 8 


* -■ 


General English Skills, 


- Women, two weeks of morning Conversation classes 

June 12 - June 23 and/or July 3 - July 14 
Placement Tests: 

New students should register for a placement t< 
May 12, May 19* or June 6. 

10:00 a.m. to 12:00 a.m.; 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 
4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

Please call 659-859 for mom informatlc 


lister for a placement test 
June 6. 

L.m.; 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p. 


o:uu p.m. 

059-050 for more information. 
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Swelfiyeh - Amman 


FOR CITROEN CARS OWNERS 

e 

To ensure better service, we have 
delegated an expert from Citroen 
France to check your car with the 
latest technical equipment. 

If you are the owner of a Citroen 
car, please contact us by phone 
or come in person .to our 
maintenance center to set an 
appointment. 
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DISCOVER 


FLAT. O. Tel 


661293 


Swelfiyeh 


CTTRO&I 
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DRIVE SAFELY WITH CITROEN 


Then 


AGENTS & DISTRIBUTORS: NABIL & BASSAM DIRAN1 AUTO TRADING CO 
- — — - m ~ MAINTENANCE &. SPARE PARTS, WADI SEER, 
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I Follow our ads I 
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I Serviced flats to new International standards I 

[SJM b 

Fully serviced flats In grand hotel style! . 


tDpening soon . .Opening soon Opening soon"- 1 ‘ r ; Opening won Opening socc.-I- 
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JORDA N MA RKET PL A CE 


JORDA N MA RKET PL A CE 


INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR REMOVALS .* - 
GERMAN DRIVERS - AIR - RIDDEN REMOVAL TRUCKS . 
YOUR REGULAR LINK TO AND FROM EUROPE 
SPECIALISTS FOR DIPLOMATIC REMOVALS ■ ’ 
IN THE NEAR EAST 

FOR DETAILED INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 


OFFICIAL DANZAS AGENT IN JORDAN 
TEL : 621 775 TLX : 23023 FAX : 656 270 
PEACE BUILDING - JABAL LWE1BDEH 
AMMAN - JORDAN 


THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 

r 

PACK MG. AIR FREIGH1 
FORWARDING. DOOR- to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
^ 1 AND. RESERVATIONS. 

AMIN KAWARASONS 

jfc^TEL. 60*1 676 60-3896 
P.O.BOX 7806 
TA\\ AMMAN V 


B CROWN INTL EST. J 

1 Packing, shipping 5 
5 Forwarding, storage's 

1 worldwide Removals 1 

S Air,- Sea and Land J 

■ FAX: 69 08 52 . ■ 

B POST: 92 64 87 1 

A. Amman -Jordan 'jm 


TIME FASHIONS 

MEN’S WEAR 
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AMRA HOTEL 
SHOPPING AREA , 
TeL: 813219 
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/SbmcisaQi - Opp. Grindlays 
^Bank. Phono 604042 
^•9wefieh teU S23891 


4 RENT S- SALE 

■- Many villas and apart- 
ments are available for 
rent and sale, furnished 
or unfurnished. 

- Also many plots of land 
are available for sale. 

For further details, 
please call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel.: 810605/81 0S09 
Fax: 810520 


AVIS 


We try harder. 



Hisham International Tours 

“THE RELAIABLE NAME IN JORDAN" 

Book now & Join Soecialisls 


our classy summer trips 
(8) days (7) nights 

☆ Istanbul 5800 H/B & tours 
ft Antalya S 800 H/B 

ft Turkish Riviera $800 H/B 

☆ Cyprus $770 B/B 

ft All in 5 star INTL HTLS 


Specialists m 
Tailor-made 
Outgoing Tours 
& Hotel reservations at 
Internationa^ & 
Luxury Hotels in 
Turkey. Cyprus 
a Egypt 


699-420 


Our first class services & moderate prices 
make sense for leisure & business travellers 
TeL: 698180/698181, Fax 689307 
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CHINA 

HOUSE 

Restaurant 


Ciuif fdiw 

‘ 120 

Authentic 
Chinese dishes, 
horn all great re- 
gional cuisine 
styles of China. 

Prepared by ow 
nhtnw ebefe 

Open daily lor 
lunch & dinner 

Take my sentei 
jatel At Hussein 
Ministry of Trade 
& Industrial RtL 

TeL 693004 


A Restaurant With 
!fox Artistic Ambiance 


Valentino 

JAMAL AIWAM FIRST CIRCLE 

OPPOSITE THE WAOlEliHA>5T TEL 55003 


MANDARIN RESTAURANT 

■ 

Special Chinese Poods 
Skilled Chinese Chefs 

I Open JZJO-JJO <£ &00-11-J0 d»3y\ 


Wadi Saqra Road 
near Philadelphia' Hoteil / 

I TeL 861822. Amman] 

0nts Tested 

» Afcu«ys LCKd ^ A 
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The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every roonu! 
“Satellite T.V. Reception” 


Amman - M 668193 * 

P 09ox 9403 - Fax 6K434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 4 

Expatriates and » 

Businessmen 


- Italian Restaurant 


Daily . > 

BUSINESS LUNCH. 


Abdoun / Nur-Orthodoxy/Chib 
■ Qfdo - Jpntoi Suponnadce!. 
BuWina 1 2nd Floor . " ’ 

Tel : 824677 
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/ CHEN'S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Bariwque for 
Lunch Friday only 

Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

\ 6:30 -Midnight / 

■ 

. . ^ 

FORTE 

GRAND 

AMMAN 

■China Town 

At The Forte Grand Amman 

An CKqui^ite nknuf ui Afwul 

Por yam itsczruirn fto'* tail 
674IJ1 Exc 633H i» 67429$ 
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Cftm 
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The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, near 
Ahiiyyah Girls School 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

Tel. 638968 
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Bestanrant 

IT^asBar 


Inter national D«han 
& Spanish Spec i alities 



Open Iitmch & Dinner 


iRozeh r^B^ABEEin 

^ Restaurant \1 H/ ^ Hotel Suites ft ^ 


‘Open air terrace. 

* Round table Tor 12-18 
guests. 

* Open 7 days a week 

■ 

Tel 613572 

2nd circle - Jabal Amman. 


"homely and intimate 



Tel. 630571 Fax. 630572 
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Sovonth Circle 
Opposite Remade Hotel 
Tel. 825423 
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Palestinian land 


is deteriorating 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Even if 
Palestinians get their land occu- 
pied by Israel, they will have a 
homeland which is falling apart, 
according to a U.N. Develop- 
ment Programme (UNDP) report 
issued Monday. 

While Israelis and Arabs are 
bolding peace talks here over the 
future of the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip, the economy of the 
two areas is deteriorating. The 
UNDP report said their gross 
■domestic product has decreased 
each year since 1988 and per 
capita income is just over SI, 000, 
ten times less than Israel. 

. Air, soil and water are in- 
creasingly polluted, water sources 
are drying up and turning salty, 
and sewage and garbage are se- 
rious health problems. 

“The land is being threatened 
by very serious environmental 
damage," said the report, pre- 
pared for UNDP by a team of 
experts who visited in late 1992. 

UNDP official John Olver, 
who organised the independent 
mission headed by a former 
Dutch U.N. Ambassador, said 
that to think of what the Palesti- 
nians will face — if and when they 
get the territories as their state — 
'*1315 us with dread.” 

The Gaza Strip relies for water 
on an underground aquifer. 
“Gaza’s aquifer is being severely 
over-exploited and salinated, to 
the extent that wells are going out 
of operation and water is becom- 
ing unpalatable and in certain 
areas even unusable for irriga- 
tion,” the report said. 

' The problem "is of crisis 
dimensions and rapidly escalat- 
ing,” it said. 

“By the end of the 1990’s 
effectively they will be out of 
water," Mr. Olver said in an 
interview. 

Only about a quarter of the 
Gaza population is served by 
sewers. The rest use latrines than 
drain into cesspits, many of which 
frequently overflow. 

“The abundant waste water 
arid solid waste throughout the 
urban landscape contribute to the 
overall destruction of Gaza's wa- 
ter resource," the report said. 

The Jordan River, sole source 
of surface water for Jordan, the 
West Bank and Israel, is used 
heavily by Israel to irrigate its 
fields. The river’s Sow is only 
one-quarter the level of 1950 and 
increasingly saline. 

“Another higbly controversial 
issue has been the removal of 
trees, in particular olive trees, by 
the occupying power,” the report 


said. It cited Palestinian sources 
as saying 78,000 olive trees have 
been uprooted in recent years by 
Israelis citing “security" con- 
cerns. 

As a result of heavy stock 
grazing and nnterraced cultiva- 
tion of slopes "the fragile topsoil 
of die West Bank is at serious- 
risk.” 

Urban areas on the West Bank 
are served by sewers but most of 
them discharge untreated sewage 
into stream beds. 

“The mission saw streams 
largely composed of raw sewage 
flowing m the dry season far away 
from towns." Often the waste is 
used to fertilize plots “in all 
likelihood producing contamin- 
ated vegetables.” 

All over the occupied territor- 
ies toxic industrial waste is mixed 
with household garbage and 
dumped in landfills. 

“Landfills pose major pollution 
hazards to soil and water," in 
particular in the West Bank 
where pollutants can travel easily 
and quickly into groundwater and 
public water supplies which are 
not tested for trace chemicals, the 
report said. 

life expectancy in the occupied 
territories is 65 — II years less 
than in Israel. Infant mortality is 
six times higher in the occupied 
territories than in Israel, the re- 
port said. - 

The repon said die Gulf war 
and the five-year “intifada" or 
uprising against Israeli rule 
wrecked the already frail eco- 
nomy. 

The war led to an end of 
remittances from Palestinians ex- 
pelled from oil-rich Gulf coun- 
tries and to aid from those coun- 
tries because of Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation support for 
Iraq. 

The intifada has led to severe 
economic disruption m the occu- 
pied territories, the report said. 

“We believe it is a fair guess 
that at present one-third of the 
population is unemployed,” the 
authors of the report said. 

Mr. Olver. said the current 
lockout of Palestinian workers, 
from their previous jobs in Israel 
“wHl'oniy make a terrible situa- 
tion worse.” 

UNDP and other attempts fo 
help are slowed by the Israeli 
military bureaucracy which runs 
the occupied territories, Mr. 
Olver said. 

“It is an occupation. It is a 

jszl Military authorities are 

very unbending and hard to deal 
with,” he said. 
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AMBASSADORS PRESENT CREDENTIALS: Six newly- (dodcwtae) Senate Bath, head of the 
appointed ambassadors to Jordan Monday presented their credentials delegation mfaaion , Wang Chi Je of China, 
to His Majesty King Hussein at Raghadan Palace. They were Switzerland, Mario Gardenas of Colombia, 
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DFLP keeps door for polls open 


(Continued from page 1) 


Rebels reject Gouled’s 
terms for negotiations 


ASSA-GUEYLA, Djibouti 
(AIT) — Djibouti’s Afar rebels 
refused Monday to negotiate in- 
side the country, as newly 
reflected President Hassan 
Gouled Aptidon has demanded, 
and want talks under the aegis of 
a Jhird party. 

Mohammad Adoyta, vice- 
president of the Front for the 
Restoration of Unity and Demo- 
cracy (FRUD) and military com- 
mander of the rebels, told AFP 
that the FRUD “will never 
negotiate inside Djibouti.” 

Speaking at the rebels’ moun- 
tain headquarters in the north of 
the tiny Red Sea country, Mr. 
Adoyta said: “These talks must 
take place in a neutral country, 
France, Egypt or any African 
country." 

“The intermediary could be a 
state or an organisation such as 
the OAU (Organisation of Afri- 
can Unity) or to United Na- 
tions." he added. 

; A first mediation bid by France 


failed last November. 

The FRUD refused to free all 
its prisoners of war, seen as a 
condition for the release of Afar 
political prisoners held by the 
authorities, including Ali Aref, a 
prime minister in French colonial 
times. 

“We never gave our agreement 
for the release of all prisoners," 
Mr. Adoyta said. “We had no 
guarantee that Ali Aref would be 
freed and the word of the French 
negotiator was not enough." 

Before his reelection Friday, 
Mr. Gouled, whose government 
is formed largely of Djibouti's 
other main ethnic group, die 
Issas, insisted that negotiations 
take place in Djibouti. 

After the collapse of last year’s 
talks, France withdrew troops it 
had posted between the warring 
parties as a buffer force. A gov- 
ernment offensive followed, lead- 
ing to several setbacks for the 
rebels. 


substance,” the DFLP chief 
said that he and President Sad- 
dam agreed that the sanctions 
could only be lifted when 
Iraq’s neighbours open their 
borders to allow supplies to go 
in. Mr. Hawatmeh said his 
personal efforts towards Arab 
reconciliation are expected to 
take him to Yemen and 
Morocco. 

On the Palestinian front, the 
Palestinian leader insisted that 
the DFLP, the third largest 
PLO faction, is against the use 
of violence to solve internal 
political conflicts. 

“The DFLP and all other 
national democratic forces are 
against the use of violence,” 
Mr. Hawatmeh said, respond- 
ing to calls made by Islamist 
demonstrators in Wihdat re- 
camp last Friday to 
ted the Mood” of the pro- 
peace PLO and its delegation. 

Mr. Hawatmeh, however, 
accused the PLO’s “conserva- 
tive wing" (Mr. Arafat and 
Fateh) of taking unilateral de- 
cisions regarding Palestinian 
participation in the peace talks 
and demanded collective 
decision-making within the 
PLO. 

His repeated calls for PLO 
insistence on improving die 



sentatkm to indude Jerusale- 
mites and those from the di- 
aspora has fallen on deaf ears.' 
Mr. Hawatmeh, who joined 
forces with nine other 
Damascus-based opposition 
factions and the Islamic Resist- 
ance Movement (Hamas) in 
opposing the ongoing talks, 
cont inu ed to demand suspen- 
sion of Palestinian partidpa- 
tion of the talks “to open a 
comprehensive Palestinian dia- 
logue to come up with a com- 
mon and collective decision to 
restart the negotiations based 
on U.N. resolutions.” 

If the conditions of the nego- 
tiations are improved, the 
DFLP would become a full 
partner in the talks, he said. 


Western diplomats based in 
Amman maintain that the 
DFLP and the Popular Front 
for the Liberation of Palestine 
(FFLP) should not become 
part of the negotiating process. 
This message, PLO insiders 
have said, could have been 
conveyed to Mr. Arafat, who 
in turn had not been respon- 
sive to the groups’ demands. 

Mr. Hawatmeh did not rule 
oat that his group, which en- 
joys substantial support in the 
occupied territories, would 
take part in legislative elec- 
tions in the interim period of 
self-rule. “We don’t place the 
cart before the horse,” he said. 

He stud the Israeli proposal 
presented to the Palestinian 
delegation in Washington last 
Thursday did not proride full 
legislative elections with its re- 
quired authority that would 
enable the formation of an 
executive Palestinian body. 

The proposal, which was stu- 
died and ap p aren tly rejected in 
its present form in Items Sun- 
day, “provides only one body 
with limited j uri s d iction far 
administrative rule under 
occupation, which is rejected 
by our people, Lecaose it does 
not exceed the current jurisdic- 
tion of the existing municipali- 
ties," Mr. Hawatmeh stressed. 

about the co un ter- 


Palestmian force faces dilemma 



proposal drawn up by the PLO 
leadership and members of the 
negotiating team in Tunis — 
which was to be presented to 
the Israeli delegation Monday, 
the Jordanian-horn Hawatmeh 
predicted that the Palestinian 
document would merely be an 
“amendment of the Israeli pro- 
ject.” 

“The Palestinian team 
would present its project fa its 
own self-rule which would take 
info account some elements 
presented in the Israeli plan,” 
Mr. Hawatmeh said. 'Those 
who said they rejected the 
'Israeli project are lying be- 
cause they are merely amend- 
ing the Israeli plan.” 


Rabin survives no-confidence votes 


(Owtinoed from page I) 

brought a long-running battle to a 
head when he tendered his res- 
ignation Sunday demanding that 
Mrs. Aloni be removed, has yet 
to accept the compromise. 

Mrs. Aloni has agreed, despite 
complaining bitterly of orthodox 


Jewish attempts to muzzle her 
outspokenness on religion, to let 
go of education. 

But die left left-wing secular 
champion and head of the Meretz 
party will bold on to culture and 
add communication to her re- 
sponsibilities under the deal. 


(Continued from page 1) 

it, Fateh accused the Israeli 
intelligence, the Mossad, of 
issuing falsified statements in 
the name of the “Black Panth- 
ers" to stir internal conflict 
among the Palestinians. 

A PLO official said his orga- 
nisation suspects that 133 state- 
ments, which have been distri- 
buted since the intifada began in 
December 1987, have been 
forged either by the Israelis or 
fringe Palestinian g ro up s opposed 
to the PLO leadership. 

Fateh officials in Amman said 
that they have been in touch with 
“Black Panther" affiliated Fateh 
officials in the occupied territor- 
ies to verify the originality of the 
“Black Panther" statements. A 
Senior PLO official told the Jor- 
dan Times this week that “those 
statements were not published in 
die occupied territories and no 
recent statement was 
in the territories.” 

“This would indicate that 
either tile Mossad or the groups 
in Damascus wrote these state- 
meats,” said one official. 

In statements received by the 
media since December 1992 the 
“Black Pp*- * ‘»H e “Fateh 

Hawks" ;iey felt 

aband- ..c pro- 

negotiation* . .. leaders in 
Tunis. 

A stater- ' i on “Black 

Panther" and dated 

April 25, 1993, a i. . .y of which 

was made available to the Jordan 
Times this week, has accused the 
leadership in Tunis and its repre- 
sentatives in the West Bank of 
colluding with the Israeli occopa- 
tion forces in a plot to liquidate 
them . 

Some of tiie “Black Panthers” 
had received orders to disband 
while the whereabouts of others 
were being revealed to the 
Israelis through collaborators 
who had been tipped off by 
Fateh, the statement said. 

PLO officials in Amman and 
Tunis described the statement as 
“fake." 

“This statement was probably 
manufactured by the Mossad," 
tiie head of the PLO information 
bureau in Ttems, Jamil HilaJ, 
said. 

Who are the 'Panthers’? 

While very little is known ab- 
out the Panthers and the Hawks, 
"most of the young men who join 
them are wanted by the Israelis 
for disregarding military orders 
or not renewing one permission 


or another," according to an 
Amman-bared Fateh official. 

“They numbered about 2,000 
during tiie first year of the intifa- 
da when the Panthers and Hawks 
were first formed in 1988," he 
said. 

'Today they are estimated to 
be no more than 200. The rest are 
m prison or have been killed by 
the Israelis.” 

“Those kids, who have had no 
chance to get an education for the 
last five years, do believe in 
armed struggle against the 
Israelis," said a senior member of 
the Palestinian Peoples (formerly 
communist) Party, referring to 
the Black Panthers. “They be- 
lieved that the Palestinian lead- 
ership was behind them. But now 
that tiie leadership has chosen 
dialogue over armed struggle 
they feel lost.” 

Members of the PPP, which 
has been actively involved in the 
peace process despite its boycott 
of the ninth round, have sub- 
stantiated claims that the Black 
Panthers and the Fateh Hawks 
have been increasingly “neg- 
lected" since the peace process 
began. 

“The main thing about these 
groups is that they are made up of 
young men between the ages of 
14 and 24 who wanted to back up 
the stone throwing intifada with 
some of the enemy’s own medi- 
cine — guns,” a PPP leader said. 

“Once the PLO mainstream 
factions opted for negotiations, 
, however, these groups began to 
get less funding for weapons," a 
PLO official added. “Less fund- 
ing translated into less weapons 
and less self-defence for these 
young men," the official admit- 
ted. “The weapons were bought 
from the Israelis,” he contended. 

But most Fateh officials vehe- 
mently deny that support for the 
Black Panthers and the Fateh 
Hawks ever waned or that Fateh 
seeks to undermine them. “It is 
simply not so," said one veteran 
Fateh member who was deported 
* from tiie West Bank for en- 
couraging intifada related civil 
disobedience. 

As if to verify that some of the 
charges made in the latest Black 
Panther statement are true, 
though, some Fateh members 
who are disenchanted with their 
group's leadership say that 
'Tunis*' should have “explained" 
the change in tactics to its rank 
and file rather than just “give 
orders." 

. “There is no proper dialogue 
between the armed combatants in 


the field and the leadership," a 
member of Fateh said. 

In early May six members of 
Fateh Hawks were killed in two 
separate incidents in the Gaza 
Strip by Israeli soldiers. 

While wire service reports in 
the occupied Gaza Strip did not 
report that the victims were 
Hawks, Amman-based members 
of Fateh claim they were. 

“These young men were Fateh 
Hawks," one of them said. 

The alleged Black Panther 
appeal and the consequent kill- 
ings of the Fateh Hawks in Gaza 
were no coincidence, say mem- 
bers of the Damascus-based 
opposition groups. 

“This is the end of these boys, 
and Fateh is turning a blind eye to 
the situation because it does not 
want unruly militants among its 
ranks,” said an official of the 
Popular Front for the Liberation 
of Palestine (PFLP). “It’s a form 
of disciplinary action,” said the 
offidal without directly accusing 
Fateh of complicity in the “li- 
quidation” of the militants. 

None of tiie groups critical of 
the alleged Fateh policy towards 
the Fateh Hawks and Black 
Panthers has any suggestion on 
how Fateh could protect their 
groups from liquidation, howev- 
er. 

The Panther statement named 
overall head of tiie Palestinian 
peace negotiating team Faisal 
Husseini as well as negotiations 
advisor Sari Nusseibeh as active 
members of the plot to liquidate 
them. 

The April 25 statement criticis- 
ing the peace process was not the 
fust issued in the group's name. 
In the third round of the peace 
process the group issued a state- 
ment condemning chief bilateral 
negotiator Haidar Abdul Shaft 


for “selling out” his people.- 

Particularly active in the north- 
ern West Bank, around Jenin and 
Nablus, the Panthers arc known 
to use safe houses and travel from 
one place to the other at night. 

The Fateh Hawks arc said to ^ 
operate mainly in the refugee " 
camps in Gaza. 

Residents in the Nablus area 
reported that as far back as 1991 
the Black Panthers began taking 
the law into their own hands and 
unilaterally killed those they 
claimed to be Palestinian col- 
laborators. A subsequent order 
from Tunis to end “collaborator 
killings" was ! c ;dcd by the 
Panthers. 

Some women allegedly in- 
volved in prostitution activities 
were also reportedly killed by the 
group in the centre of Nablus for 
“soiling the name of Palesti- 
nians," according to Nablus- 
based feminist Sahar Khalifeh. 

Some Palestinian observers be- 
lieve that if the PLO leadership 
did .order the disbanding of the 
group it may have done so as a 
concession to the Israelis at the 
peace talks. 

While most PLO members sup- 
portive of the peace talks deny 
and “doubt" that such orders 
were given by Tunis, critics say - 
that the PLO was wrong to alien- 
ate Fateh affiliated militants as. ^ 
the peace process continued. 

“The- PLO gave these kids no 
protection, and they cannot dis- 
band because they are wanted by 
the Israelis." said one Amman- 
based critic. “But since the PLO 
is talking to the Israelis in 
Washington it can ask for a cease- 
fire on both sides as a solution to 
their problem," the critic con- 
tinued. 'This is more realistic and 
healthy than confrontation and 
bloodshed.” 


Human rights issues threaten talks 

(Continued from page 1) 


wanted an Israeli pledge that all 
measures agreed for the interim 
period would finally lead to 
Israeli withdrawal from the occu- 
pied territories according to U.N. 
Resolution 242. 

They also sought a dear state- 
ment of territorial integrity for 
the Palestinian interim govern- 
ment covering aU the Palestinian 
territories occupied in 1967, in- 
cluding Arab East Jerusalem. 

Mr. Najjab said the Israeli 
offer did not specify a geog- 
raphical finnt to the Palestinians' 
territory. 

He also said Israel had prop- 
osed only a 15 to 20 member 
executive council with adminis- 


trative powers, compared to the 
180-member body with legislative 
powers the Palestinians wanted. 

“We may return to an impasse 
because of Israel's insistence that 
it does not occupy a Palestinian 
land and its failure to recognise 
that it is negotiating with repre- 
sentatives of the Palestinian peo- 
ple and not with populations.” 
Mr. Najjab said. 

He said Israel’s offer did not 
mention withdrawal from occu- 
pied land at all. 

The nine-point "informal 
draft submitted by Israeli nego- 
tiators referred to the role of a 
Palestinian Executive Council 
(PEC). 




Surprise invalidation of Iraqi banknotes bits many Jordanians badly 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

' Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Suicides, heart 
‘ attacks, divorces, fist cuffs 
' and “disappearances” have 

been reported among Jorda- 
nians who found their savings 
totally wiped out by Iraq’s 
invalidation of part of its 
prc-1990 banknotes. 

By and laige, it appeared 
' that lower-middle class fami- 
' lies constituted the highest 
number of losers although 
the volume of the currorcy 
; they held was low compared 
, with the millions boarded by 
others. 

. • At least two Jordanian 
. men shot themselves to death 
last week — one in Zarqa and 
the other in Wihdat camp — 
after learning that their in- 
vestments in Iraqi currency 
•were rendered worthless by 
Baghdad's decision to witfa- 
. draw the so-called “Swiss” 
-notes of 25-dinar denomina- 
tion, neighbours and family 


members said. 

In the Zarqa care, accord- 
ing to a neighbour, tiie man 
bad sold the land he owned to 
raise JD 20,000 to invest in 
Iraqi dinars with hopes that 
be could get at least a 10- fold 
return when the embattled 
currency regained its value as 
and when the international 
sanctions against Iraq were 
lifted or relaxed. 

At least seven others were 
reportedly admitted to hos- 
pital after suffering heart 
attacks, and in one case a 
husband is said to have di- 
vorced his wife in Marka 
when he knew she had sold 
all gold Owned by the family 
to buy the o nce-premium 
priced “Swiss” notes. 

“The man was asking 'how 
she could have been so fool- 
ish to sell gold and buy a 
sinking currency'?” said a re- 
lative. “Never mind the real- 
ity that he himself, given the 
chance, would have plunged 
into die venture." 


A few others have conve- 
niently “disappeared” from 
their homes to escape credi- 
tors demanding repayment of 
their dues. In downtown Am- 
man, eyewitnesses reported 
fights between relatives and 
mends, with those who lost 
money accusing others of 
“advising and encouraging" 
them to hoard the invalidated 
bills. 

Those who can afford to 
philosophise about their los- 
ses put up a brave face, 
saying they now use die 
“Swiss" notes to light their 
cigarettes or decorate their 
walls. 

But for a large number of 
others, it is difficult to absorb 
the loss since it represented 
their life savings. 

“My dream of getting mar- 
ried in August has been shat- 
tered,’ said Farouk Maref, 
32, an insurance company, 
employee who had invested 
his savings fa marriage in 
Iraqi dinars hoping that he 


could make a small fortune 
by selling the currency. 

“I will never be able to 
collect enough money to pay 
for my marriage in the next 
five years,” he said. “My 
fiancee’s family is now de- 
manding that I break off the 
engagement.” 



economists estimate 
that Jordanians lost around 
JD 15 million, but banking 
officials, and moneydealers 
argue the losses could have as 
much as JD 60 or J*> 70 mil- 
lion. / 

Reports in th^/ local press 
speak of individuals, includ- 
ing Iraqi businessmen, who 
were hoarding millions, with 
photographs of cartloads of 
the Iraqi currency. 

Hopes that tiie government 
would succeed in its interven- 
tion to secure Iraqi agree- 
ment to honour the invali- 
dated currency held by Jorda- 
nians were set bade with a 
statement by Central Bank of 
Jordan (CBJ) Governor 


Mohammad Saeed AI Nabul-. 
si that outcome of contacts 
with Baghdad were “not en- 
couraging.” 

Other sources said the Ira- 
qi government had categor- 
ically told Jordan that it 
would not make an exemp- 
tion to the invalidation and 
compensate Jordanians. 

Despite the initial negative 
response from Baghdad. Jor- 
dan is continuing its efforts 
with the Iraqi government, 
sources said. They did not 
elaborate whether the au- 
thorities were proposing any 
specific mechanism to con- 
vince Baghdad of the Jorda- 
nian case. 

Genuine businessmen who 
had taken Iraqi currency with 
formal Iraqi government per- 
mission in payment for goods 
and services are trying to 
organise a pressure group to 
support their case. 

“I am stuck with 12 million 
dinars which I took out with 
me six months ago,” said a 


trader who used to send food- 
stuff to Iraq. “I still have a 
copy of the Iraqi government 
permission authorising me to 
cany die money with me 
through the border.’ 

In downtown Amman, 
“Swiss” notes continued to 
change hands Monday at 
around five fils to the Iraqi 
dinar — on-eight of the cur- 
rency’s value last Tuesday, 
one day .before Baghdad de- 
creed the invalidation and set 
' a Monday deadline for Iraqis 
to exchange “Swiss" notes 
for new bills at state-run 
banks within the country. 

Support for Saddam 

It was difficult to assess any 
shift in Iraqi President Sad- 
dam Hussein’s popularity 
among Jordanians following 
the Iraqi refusal to compen- 
sate Jor danians fa the losses. 
If there is any shift, however, 
people appeared to be evenly 
split over it. 

Many feel that President 
Saddam, whom they sup- 


ported ardently during the 
Gulf crisis, has let them 
down. 

“Saddam has kicked us in 
the teeth," said Suleiman 
Awje, an employee at a 
downtown garments store. 
“We Jordanians were among 
tiie strong supporters of Iraq 
during the crisis. See bow he 
has repaid us?" said Mr. 
Avrje, who was among tiie 
"lucky few” whose losses 
were manageable. 

Some of the losers wanted 
to organise an anti-Saddam 
protest in downtown Am- 
man, which witnessed hun- 
dreds of pro-Iraqi rallies du> 
mg the Gulf crfcis. But the 
idea was dampened by 

counter-arguments that 

Baghdad was not targeting 
Jordanians in its dedsKmto 
withdraw the “Swiss” notes. 

"We were only caughf in 
the cross-fire," said Zuhair 
Hussein, a goldsmith. “Sad- 
dam’s fire was aimed' at the 

shefldis of the Gulf who were 


hoarding Iraqi dina 
“ndermine the Iraqi eeo 
and make the Iraqis su 
"Now the sheikhs ha\ 
billions, and they des 
«*ch a treatment." saw 
Hussein. “I am not i 
over my loss since it ts si 
Iraq and its people." 

Tne goldsmith was ec 
a widely-held belief 

nwre than 90 per wn , , 
bwiss notes were he 
?P®«datow and govern 
jn the Gulf states in a I 
“jteten the economic co 
of faq, and that it wa 

%g** '°* ' W B; >ghcU 
economic war,” 

. Not many among the 
m Jordan share such a 
meiu. Fatima, a goven 

£S r . k . wi !° lost jd 801 

«ld in the worthless a 

“ one thi 
about supporting 
djm and lr^s^^® 

tan. But it is a different 
jjmen one has to pay fo 
hard-wop currency. 
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